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Gairloch and Ker  th. in Applecross, April 1825, This Kenneth was the one who
later married grandmother’s Aunt Margaret MacKenzie and eventually settled in New
Zealand, One can closely surmise John's arrival date in the Plaister because the
christening of his next child was recorded in September 1827, by the Rev. Donald
Allan Fraser while on tour of the Bras d'Cr region in the autumn ot that year.
Furthermore, documented land claims made 60 years later state that Grandmother
Lillias. described as “the old lady™. and her family had occupied the lot since the
carly [820s,

John chose a lot comprising 265 acres on the north shore of Big Bras d'0Or. At some
point Duncan MeRae™s grant formed John™s western borderline and to the north, the
propertics of John ' Donald and Angus Matheson marked his boundarics. Angus
Matheson later plays a role in the events surrounding John's family. The boundary
between John and Duncan McRae marked the westernmost point of the four McKenzie
lots, about halfway along the five-and-a-halt mile stretch between Red Point and
Bevis Point ut Big Harbour.

Many Scots scttlers supplemented farming with an income from the sca. Some say
John McKenzie died at sea in a storm. Nothing is currently avaifable to show when
he died except that Lillias McKenzie was a widow by the time of the 1860 census of
Nova Scotia. At a guess, John was bomm around 1800 and died i the early 1850s,

The early 1830s was: o when the Reverend Normal McLeod of St Ann's was readying
his followers for the first re-migrant voyage from Nova Scotia to southern and reputedly
more friendly climes. Some of the Scots settlers in the Baddeck area, although
somewhat tndependent of the enigmatic Reverend, decided to follow him. Two of
Johns four sons bad signed up ascrewmen on the Spray, owned by the Mathesons
and Stewarts, when the small 1(7-ton brigantine set sail for New Zealand early in
1857. Perhaps John's death in the 1850s provided the impetus for the young men to
lcave Nova Scotia. One of the migrant sons was Kenneth, who had crewed with the
seafaring Matheson brothers around the coast of Nova Scotia in the years leading up
to 1857. In New Zealand, Kenneth established a considerable reputation as a rebel
and a mariner.  From his sca-side base at Omaha beach near Waipu, Kenneth's
smuggling and involvement in the slave trade were renowned. Perhaps he curtailed
his activities when his own son was horribly killed by savages who attacked his ship
while anchored in the Solomon Islands 1in 1880

With two sons permanently absent, the management of John's land fell to his widow
Lillias, “the old lady™. who divided the land among her two remaining sons. One
son, also named John, took on the responsibility of maintaining “the old lady™ in her
home, presumably his parent’s original house. The 1864 map by A F. Church marks
two occupants of this property — one was the other remaining son. Doenald, on the
western portion, while the widow Mrs McKenzie occupied the east-most tract.

In 1874, the McKenzies granted an carly lease of miming rights for gypsum, or Plaster
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Only months later. Murdoch died, Teaving his widow Barbara with 1 morigage and a
family including the eldest remaining son. John M McKenzie not yet 20 years old.
This was when Alexander departed. To further complicate Barbara’s life, the year
after Murdoch’s death Doctor John Cameron obtained a judgement against Barbara
tordebts tote ing $66.85. Another year later, in 1870, Cameron assigned this debt to
the same individual who held the mortgage of £68.

On the same day in [874 in which the mortgage was released. two debts against
Barbara totalling $145 were assigned to another party. These debts were ¢leared two
years later, but on that duy, Duncan McRae registered vet another mortgage against
Barbara McKenzie and four of her children. Only in 1877 was the mortgage finally
released.

The Widow Barbara’s son, John M MceKenzie, led the family to lease out the plaster
mining rights of the entire 184 acres in 1889, The lease signatories included daughter
Isabella and her hushand Roderick Kerr. as well as Catherine MeKenzie, who could
have been John's sister. his wife, or his sister-in-law, all named Catberine. John M
was also the instigator of proceedings to obtain a formal grant of his father’s lands.
Between 1880 and 1893 he corresponded with the Crown Grant office pursuing
ownership of the whole 184 acre lot. He was rewarded in 1893 with a grant of 134
acres, after it became clear that John M’s sister Isabella and her husband Roderick
Kerr had the right to 50 ot the 184 acres. Duc to an oversight. the Kerr's 30 acre lot
was not marked on the Crown Index sheets at the tune. Not until 1966, about the
tine Guido Perera was purchasing many of the Plaster properties, did a sharp-cyed
solicitor in Sydney, Cape Breton, ask that the record be corrected.

Mrs McKenzie (the widow Barbara) and Rod Kerr were the occupants of Murdoch’s
property noted by AF Church in 1864, Church’s map was drawn up many years after
1864 and its author evidently did not realize that in 1864, Mrs McKenzie was not yet
a widow.  Similar confusion may also have arisen with Frazer's lot, next east to
Murdoch™s, with Neil MeQueen neted as the occupivr in 1864,

One ot John M McKenzie's sons was Daniel, who wus appointed the Postmaster of
Plaister Mines in 1923 until his resignation in 1926, Also in 1923, John M leased out
his 130 acres for mining, By that time, his neighbour to the west was Jobn A Kerr,
John Kerr's wite Mary (Mclvor) had fitled the role of Postmaster after John P
McKenzie in 1921 until Daniel was appointed. Jobn M assumed his son’s role as
Postmaster in March 1926 until his death only two months later. For the next 135
years the position of Postmaster was held by Danicl Carmichael.
Acknowledgements:
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courl-martia  d. He was saved by his friendship with Washington, who, it scems,
could be relied upon to recognise the difference between incompetent generalship
and a double-crossing spyv. having had so much experienee of both in his staff already.
Exonerated, St Clair now returned to duty and was at Yorktown when the British
surrendered.

St Clair was elected President on February 2, 1787, through to October 29, 1787, He
was the first and last President who was born outside the United States and who
immigrared to rise to this office. He was President ICA during Shays’s revolution,
After the American Revolution there was a state of lawlessness, and people had started
to renege on their debts and thus the army was not paid. The landowning class sought
to take the farmers o court to recover their monies or to sell off their farms to recover
the debts.

A band of debt-wracked tarmers in Massachusetts were led by Captain Danicl Shays,
a soldier of the revolution, who sought to address their gricvances by leading an
uprising in 1786, The constitution of Massachusetts, drafted by John Adams, the
future President, allowed only property-owners, tax-payers and richer towns have
any real weight in the Stare’s Senate. Creditors were taking action to suc debtors,
which meant that tarmers were losing properties their families had relied on for
generations. Shays organised a large body of fighting men in the west of the state to
shut the courts by armed force. Only with great difficulty and bloodshed was order
restored. The popular feeling remained so strong that the state dared not execute
Shays or his followers. All this increased the fears of the conservatives and property
OWIILTS,

Poor old St Clair was superseded and packed off 1o Ohio where be could be Governor
in what is now Ohio, Indiana, lllinois and Michigan. as well as parts of Wisconsin
and Minnesota. When all of this was split up to more managcable parts, he became
Govemnor of Ohio territory. His ta here was to persuade the Indians to end their
claims for their tand and to elear the way for white scttlement. In 1789 he managed
to swing some Indians behind a treaty at Fort Harner, but unfortunately for him, not
all. He managed to provoke resistance into what was to become a fully-fledged war,
now remembered as the Northwest Indian War or Littte Turtle’s War. The military
arrangements for this were not managed well and a campaign led by General Josiah
Harmer culminated in a defeat of 1500 militiamen by the Indians in October 1790,
Undeterred, St ('lair decided that he would fead personally a punitive expedition of
militamen and two regiments of the regular army. The foree advanced to the Indian
settlements on the Wabush river, but they were pootly led, inadequately trained or
disciplined and their supplies of cquipment and food poorly organised. Hungry,
disorganised, with inadequate ammunition and their shoes worn through. they pitcbed
camp carelessly on the southern side of the Maumee river. . .ey posted only a few
men as guards, That night of the 3 November, [ndian Confederation warriors led by
Chief Little Turtle and Chief Blue Blanket silently slipped into the camp, and as
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7. Alexander MeGF 7 SOR MD. De iy Inspector-General of Army Hospitals,
died 16 November 1855 age 45,

8. Alice o.len, daughter of Major E C A GORDON Royal Engineers, died 8 August
1864 aged 3 months.

9. Patrick STEWART CB. Licuicnant Colonel Bengal Engincers, died at
Constantinople 16 January 1865 age 32

10. James Inglis COCHRAN, Commissariat Staft, died 20 December 1855 aged 25.

Does any reader know whether there is a complete record of all the gravestones at
Scutari. or of all the burials there? Any records of this kind would merit an honourable
place in the UK National Archives, although they would account tor only a fraction
of the total casualties of the Crimean War; about 4,700 mcn 1n the British Army and
Navy were killed in action or died of wounds. while over 16,000 dicd of disease. Our
allies and the enemy suftered much more severely: the total number of French, Italian,
Turkish and Russian deaths in the war was over half a million.

All the British men who were killed or wounded in action in the Crimea were listed
with their units, ranks and service numbers in despatches from the Anmy Commander-
in-Chief (Ficld Marshal Lord Raglan. until his death in June 1855) or his Royal Navy
colteague (Rear-Admiral Sir Edmun  Lyons); these despatches were published in
successive issues of the London Gazette (which in the fashion of the time refer all too
oftento the ...glish” Army or Navy!). The Gazette for 4 July 1855, for example, had
a long list of all those killed or wounded in the unsuccesstul British assault on the
Redan, a Russian fortress outside Sebastopol; the list includes Major-General Sir
John Campbell of the 4th Division, whose fine monument can be seen in Edinburgh
in Saint John's Church, Princes Street. and many others were buried in a cemetery
on Cathcart’s Hill, which 1 have been told was destroyed during the German siege of
Sebhastopol in 1941-2.

The London Gazette {(which can be seen in the National Library of Scotland) also
included a series of reports from the Inspector General of Hospitals in the Crimea (J
Hall) giving the weekly numbers of men admitted to, or discharged from, hospital for
various reasons. So far as [ can discover. however, the Gazette never listed the names
of thousands of men who died in hospit:  3f wounds or from discasc, whether in the
Crimea, at Scutari or clsewhere: they were not listed in Caswaln: Roll for the Crimea
by Frank and Andrea Cook (Hayward, 1976), which includes only those who were
kitled or wounded in action and listed in the London Gazette. Several other casualty
lists can be found in regimental histories such as 4 History of the Services of the [9th
Regiment (The Green Howards), by Major M L Farrar (1911). You will therefore be
lucky to find any official record of the death of an ancestor who is said to have “died
in the Crimea”, without further information of his unit {or ship, in the case of a sailor),
unless he was a commissioned officer.
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