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GENE™ ** INFORMATION

The Society is an academic and consultative body whose constitutional objects are to
promote rescarch into Scottish family history and to undertake the collection, exchange
and publication of information and material relating o Scottish gencalogy. Copies of
our Constitution are available to members upon request. We assist members with
modest enquiries, but do not carry out professional rescarch. Private rescarchers are
available, and we can also provide an ASGRA list upon request.

Mectings

Monthly meetings of the Socicty are held September to April in the Augustine United
Church, 41 George [V Bridge. Edinburgh. at 7. 30pm around the 15th of the month. 1f
the 15th falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the meeting is held the tollowing Monday.
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The Society is recognised by the Inland Revenue as a churity, Members who pay UK
income tax are therefore encouraged to pay their subscriptions under the Gift Aid
Scheme so that the Society may recover the tax paid on these sums. Detalls of
arrangements for the scheme can be obtained trom the UK Membership Sceretary,

Correspondence, Subscriptions, Publications

General correspondence should be sent to the Honorary Seerctary and subscriptions
to the Membership Secretary (membershipfeescotsgencalogy.com). Information about
the Socicty's publications and back numbers of The Scottish Genealogist can be
obtained from the Sales Secretary (salesta scotsgencalogy.com). All correspondence
should be addressed to 15 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh EHI 2 Scotland, Email:
enquiriesfeescotsgenculogy.com
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Relevant articles are welcomed by the Hon. Editor and preferably should be submitted
in MSWord or rif format via email or on a CDRom. Hustrations are preferred in jpeg
formiat. Members™ queries are also welcomed for inclusion i the magazine: a £2 per
entry charge is made to non-members. Emails editorfe scotsgencalogy.com

Scottish Genealogy Socicty Website

Our website can be accessed on www.scotsgencalogy.com

Copynight - All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored
in a retricval system, or transmitted in any form. or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, withoul prior written consent of
the publisher.

Views expressed in articles or correspondence are those of the contributor and may not
be those of the publisher,
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Dvnasties and Clusters
by Morrice McCrace

[n the last fow vears. since [ehanged my occupation trom medicine o medical history,
[ hanve become interested in trying 1o identity the factors that determine the rise of
some men to eminence and ecarn oma place m medical history. The possible factors
I have in mind are such things as education and training. family influcnce. political
patronage and chance but also inherited genius.

At some times and in some cases the explanation 1s quite clear. For example, in
Scotland in the 17th century, the country was divided by deadly religious contlict and
civil war, Covenanter against Royalist, Presbyterian against Episcopalian. Yet eminent
medical men whe are now honoured as the fiest teachers of scientific medicine in
Scotland and ereators of a special Scottish medical tradition belonged to both sides of
the religious and political divides. Of these leading Scottish physicians of the time,
Archibald Pitcairn and Robert Sibbuld were Rovalists and Episcopalians while John
Hutton and John MeGill were Preshyteriuns and Covenanters. As young men all were
exiled from Scotland at some paint because of various religious sympathies and,
since the Netherlands welcomed retugees ot both religious persuasions, they all chose
to take refuge there, At that time the Netherlands had Europe’s leading medical school;
our Scottish medical refugees therelore chose o study at Leiden, 1t was that commaon
experience which brought this otherwise disparate group together with an ambition
o found a College of Physicians in Edinburgh and later a Faculty of Medicine at
—oinburgh University.

A Cluster in Russia

But the factors that carn medical men a place in history are not always so obvious and
first appearances can be misleading. My first historic cluster is one that appeared in
the 18th century at the Russian Imperial Court at St Petersburg. For 80 years. duning
the reigns of Elizabeth Tand Catherine the Great, three men dominated medicine in
Russia. The common tactor that brings the three together as a cluster is that they were
all Scots and they were all born at Lochmaben in Dumfriesshire.

The men were James Mounsey, Matthew Halliday and John Rogerson. The three
Lochmaben tamilies knew cach other well. The Hallidays and the Rogersons were
tenants ol neighbouring farms. And Mounsey’s hall=brother married Rogerson’s
father's half=sister. However the three were not genetically linked so they did not
shire some common inherited talent. Nor is there evidence they shared any common
patronage or politic; niluence. Norwas there anything significant about their medical
training. Halliday left for Russia before there was a umiversity medical school in
Scotland. He had probably stu - 2d in Europe. but appears ot to have taken a medical
degree. Mounsey also studied medicine in Europe but he had taken his medical degree
at Rheims. Only Rogerson was a product of Edinburgh’™s new medical school. taking

The Scentish Gostealoeisi 3






medical men in Russia in the T8t century a pattern emerges. Scottish doctors were
first recruited into the Russian army or ninvy and thercatter their carcers were assisted
and promoted by their fellow countrymien whenever the occasion arose. Not nepotism
but what is now called cronyism. There was nothing special about Lochmaben.

A Dynastic Cluster

My second cluster was again made up of three men, In suceession they occupied the
chair of Anatomy at Ldinburgh for 125 years. They were Alexander Monro primies.
his son Alexander Monro secundus und his grandson Alexander Monro (erties. From
prinns o feriins they are usually remembered as a dynasty and that supposes that a
genetic factor played an important part in their rise to eminence. But again the picture
changes when we extend the study bevond these three men themselves.

The Monros came trom a family that had its origins in Euster Ross. The grandfather
of Monro primus was Sir Alexunder Monro of Bearerotts. He was a Rovahist and, in
1651, he fought for Charles 1 against Ceomwell, But when Charles was defeated
Monra retired to his estate i West Lothian and lived quietly until the Restoration.
Then i 1683 when Charles 1hwas suspected of leading the country towards a catholic
monarchy, Monro became involved in the Rye House Plot to assassinate both the
King and his brother the catholic Duke of York. Monro was arrested and spent four
months in prison.  avever. he was released after he agreed to give evidence against
the ringleaders ol the plot, who were then exceeuted. Sir Alexander Monro returned to
his estate in West Lothian and thereafier confined himself to local politics,

Sir Alexander’s third son was John Monro and, like other younger sons, he had to
find a protession. 10 was decided that he should become a surgeon. He became
apprenticed to the leading < zeon in Edinburgh af that time, William Borthwick. and
thereafter studied For two vears at the medical schooel at Leiden. He had a Turther six
years us a surgeon in the army betore returning to Edinburgh in 1703, e became a
member of the Incorporation of Surgeons and within a few vears he had become its
Deacon, The [ncorporation wis one of the most powerful guilds in Edinburgh and its
Deacon had an astomatic senior place on the Town Couneil. Sinee the Town Council
was also the governing body ot the umiversity, John Monro acquired considerable
influcnce in the management ot the town’s university, Then in the Jacobite Rebellion
of 1715 he acquired ey en more political influence. He was surgeon to the Hanoverian
army at Sheriffmuir and during the battle he successtully treated the wounds of the
Earl of Hay, who in the vears afier the rebellion became the London government™s
chief representative in Scotland. John Monro thus became u man with great influence
with the Earl of Hay and the central government in London, with the Town Council
of Edinburgh and as one ol the governors of Ldinburgh University.

Durmg his student days at Leiden, John Monro had decided that Scotland should
have its own university medical school and that it should be at Edinburgh. The evidence
suggests that Tong before he had acquired any influence on the management of the

|
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When he was 37, he arranged for the appointment of his youngest sen {now known as
Alexander Monro secunedin ) o hecome his colleague as jomt Prolessor of Anatomy.
Alexander vecnnddies was stll o medical student at the time: he did not graduate MD
from Edinburgh antil two vewrs  ter. He then wenton for turther post-graduate studices
at Paris and Berlin, Hle returned to Ldinbureh and, at the age of 25 ok over from hiy
tather, For the next 30 vears, [rom 1738, he lectured from Ipm to 3 pam. every day
during the 6-month winter session at Edimburgh Unis ersity, He was an exeellent teacher
and a distinguished medical scientist. becoming recognised in his time as one of the
maost influential anatomists in the English-speaking world.

When Alexander secudis was 63 he petitioned the University s patrons 1o have his
son Alexander fertins appointed as his colleague and successor. Tertins was 25 and
had just graduated MD from Edinburgh. The University made the appointment and
tertnis, ihe s Father, then went on te camplete his post-geaduate studies m Paris. He
returned to Edinburgh 1o assist his father in 1800 and succeeded him in 1808, He
continued in the chair for the next 38 years, He was not a success, In 1826 the Scots
Magazine said of him:

“The professor follovwes the text ook of Tiis grandfaiher aworkswhich for clearness of
cexproession aind eleganee of stvle can scarcely be surpassed. But it admits of some
doubwhother more recent publications might now be substituted,

D Monro cacguedts fimself in the chair with some éctut. But it appears 1o be rather o
discudvantage io s pupils that he vields it so much Jaciline to the thought of the
maent aned diveraes from s subjeet wpont somevwhat stight occasions. His mdanner
i bateresting for o livde fronr the inteiposition of extrancous matter, bt by and by
hecomes tivesone when he i over veady to fIv off ar a tangent, and his cowrse of
fectures unfornmaicely has tues somowhat the appearance of defective arvangements.”
The cluster in Russiawas the result of cronvism. The eluster of Monros i the chatr of
anatomy at Fdinburgh was the result of politcal intfluence and nepotism.

A Genetie Cluster?

Hoswever, my third cluster does offer persuasive evidence ot the effect of heredity.
This ¢luster 15 made up ol the members ot the Gregory family. Perhaps some here
may rentember Gregory™s Powder. 1t was invented around 1796 and was still the
most preseribed medicine in the British Pharmacopocia until the 1950s. The mventor
was Jumes Gregory and the essentiad ingredient was the Turkish rhubarb that he grew
in his garden at Caaman Lodge. Gregory was Professor of Medicine at Edinburgh and
a member ol a remackable Tamily, whose history of academic eminence extended
over more than 200 years (rom the nuddle of the 17th centary 1o the middle ot the
19th. There are no tewer than B unisersity professors in thus family wree.

The family nume was originally MceGregor but in 1603 and again in 1693, because
of the fawlessness and crimes ot the clun, the Privy Council abolished Clan MeGregor
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first at Aberdeen und then at Edinburgh. He was only 22 and he still had not attained
his M.AL degree when, in 1683, he was uppointed Professor of Mathematics at
Edinburgh. He had been in the chair tor only five vears when the Glorious Revolution
brought the protestant Witliam and Mary to the throne. The new fiercely Preshyterian
government in Scotland instituted a purge of universities to ensure that all professors
were 'prous. able and qualiticd”. By pious the government meant strictly Preshyterian.
David Gregory was an Episcopalian and theretore not pious in the necessary sensc.
He was theretore dismissed from his chair at Ldinburgh. However Episcopalians
were welcome in England and, with the support of members of the Royal Society, he
was appointed Professor of Astronomy at Oxford. There he made his name as a
teacher rather than as a research scientist. He taught Newtonman phulosophy at Oxtord
long before it was taught at Newton's own University of Cambridge, He and Newton
became close friends. You will remember that his father had produced a design of a
new revolutionary cannon, No one knows tor sure what it was like. One historian
sugpests that o was an carly form of machine gun. At his father’s request David
showed the design to Newton. Newton agreed that the design was ingenious and that
the cannon would work as intended. However he disapproved of making an efficient
machine tor  lhng peoy . especially as the enemy would soon copy it and there
would be even more k- ing. David and bis father accepted Newton's judgement, and
the cannon was never built,

One thing more betore leaving David Gregory junior, From his student days he had
been i close friend of Archibald Pitcair, one of the founders of the Royal College of
Physicians of Edinburgh. Through David. Pitcairn met Isaac Newton, Wher  ewton
became mentally i1l in 1693, Archibald Pitcairn moved for a time to Cambridge to
look after hum.

John Gregory. the grandson of the Rev, Johin Gregory. also deserves special mention.
He was cducated at Aberdeen Grammar School and at King's College, Aberdeen
where his gran  ather was Principal, He then studied medicine, first at Edinburgh
and fater ut Leiden. While still a student wt Leiden, he was awarded an MD by King's
College and three months later he was appointed Professor of Philosophy at King's
College. In 1749 he resigned his chair and in 1754 he went to London. His writing
had already made his reputation as a philosopher and on his arrival in London he was
made a Fellow of the Royal Society. When his tather died in 1755, he was invited to
suceeed him as professor of Medicine at King's College. At King's there was still no
medical school so the office was a sinceure. Gregory was therefore able to divide his
time between private practice as o physician and the activitics of the Aberdeen
Philesophical Society. Then in 1766 Gregory was appointed Professor of Medicine at
...inburgh.

For the next sixteen years. Gregory began cach session at Edinburgh University
Medical School with a course ot lectures on medical ethics. In the course he discussed
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David Gregory, as [ said before, had 29 children. It is interesti-~ that all of his
descendents who achieve  2minence came from the 15 children of nis first marriage
- which is probably significant. His daughter 1sobel was the mother of Alexander
Innes, Professor of Philosophy at Marischal College and his daughter Margaret was
the mother of the great philosopher and opponeat of David Hume, Thomas Reid.
Professor of Philosophy at Glasgow. A daughter of John Gregory was the mother of
W.P.Alison, Protessor of Medicine at Edinburgh and expert on public health. He was
the medical reformer who showed that the poor health of the urban poor was not due
to miasma but to uncmployment and poverty. it seems that whatever was inherited
passed down the female line as well as the male.

But what was inherited? Among the Gregorys there were professors of mathematics,
of philosophy, of medicine and of chemistry. It we look beyond the sciencees, there
were family members who were successtul in other protessions too. | think the evidence
suggests that what was inherited was not a specific talent but something much more
general.

Was the inheritance the only tuctor that determined the Gregorys rise to eminence?
From the beginning the family was wealthy, They had the freedom and leisure to
develop their intellectual interests. They bad the benefit of the hest of education and
had sympathetic and supportive fumilies. And even in the Gregory dynasty, do we
not also see something of the factors that we saw in the cluster of physicians in St
Petershburg and the dynasty of Munros in Edinburgh — cronyism, political intluence
and nepotism?

In the Gregory family we can see the difficulties that brought a balt to the ambitions
of Francis Galton and the cugenics enthusiasts in the first balf of the 20th century. In
planning to breed a better human race they could claim to be ab  to identify the
human characteristics that one might wish to ¢liminate  inherited diseasc, pbysical
defects, psyel  athie tendencies. idiocy. But they could not begin to identify the
specific qualities that one might wish to promote. Even in the Gregory dynasty the
beneficial factor that was inherited cannot be exactly defined and it seems improbahle
that it acted alone.

In putting forward my conclusion I return to my home ground of medicine, Many
diseascs are inherited as a tendency, a liability. But any disorder 15 not inherited as an
absolute, a simple yes or no, It is inherited to different degrees in different people.
rather like height. The human race is not born to be either tall or short but all the
degrees in between. Whatever degree of liability to disease is inherited does not find
expression and canse active discase without the action of other environmental factors,
factors which may be present. or may not. And even if present to some degree, that
may not be ¢nough to activate the disease.

1 would suggest that the examination of these three clusters  the Russian Scots, the
Monros and the Gregory:  supports the 1dea that genius is a very ill-defined character,
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Book Reviews

Morrice McCrac, Physicians & Socien: A History of the Royval College of
Piysicians in Edinburgh, Biclinn, 2007, ISBN 10: (8 85976 698 5
This is a fascinating and most readable book on the history of the Roval College of
Physicians from the tirst attempts o tound a College in Bdinburgh in the carly 177,
[n Scotland at that time, ¢ivil wars, depredation by insading armies, epidemic discase
and religious persecution was rifer lite was nasty. brutish and short. Betore the College
was founded in 1681, scrious physicians studied their eratt and trained in Europe,
Robert Sibbald. the College’s founder, had studied at Leiden: Pans and London. On
his return to Edinburgh to practise. he began to invite fellew Ldinburgh physicians to

meet at his lodging in the High Street to discuss any nteresting or rare cases they
encountered. The author of Phivsiciuns & Socien: points out that those who met for
these diseussions included Covenanting Presbytertans and Rovalist Episcopalians,
s0 much must be said Tor Sibbald's tact! There had been carlier attempts to bring
physicians together, but this time the omens were more favourable. Sibbald
corresponded with the first President of the Roval Society: his colleague Archibald
Piteairn was a correspondent of Isaac Newton. Also. tor the first time in 100 years,
Royalty in the person of the King's brother., James, Duke of York, was in residence
with the King™s Physician — at Holyrood, So the moment was favourable and Sibblad
and his colleagues were successlul.

Joan PN Ferauson

Joanna Hill and Nicholas Bastin. A Very Canny Scot, ‘Great’ Daniel Campbell of
Shawfield and Islay 1670-1753, his Life and Times, Barnham, West Sussex, 2007,
ISBN 978 0 9356228 1 6
The authors of this short biography of Donald Campbell — or Danicl. as he was known
froman carly age  have performed a valuable service in their study ot the Campbells
of Skipness, a lesser branch of the great Campbell clan, Daniels lite spanned the late
17" and the first halt of the [8™ centuries, His carly vears were dominated by the
destruction wrought in the aftermath of the rebellion by the 9" Fwrl of Argvll, when
Daniel’s uncle was hanged in front of fnverary Castle. his father imprisoned and the
family’s castle at Skipness reduced to ruins, Danicl™s tather, Walter, retired to his
wife's property on Bute. But Danicl, the third of [1ve brothers, would have gained
little from the traditional patrimony of the clanand. inthe  unging cconomic climate
of post-Union Scotland. would have needed o seeure his ivelihood. as he did. by
other means, Such means were found by becoming a merchant-adventurer. Bven here
there were hazards in the period before 1707 when Scottish merchants, barred trom
trading with English colonies in North America. could have their eargoes and vessels
confiscated, as happened to Danicl. Despite having imyvested heavily in the Darien
Scheme, Daniel was financially astute cnough to survive such pro lems and gained
great wealth in the vears after 1707, By this time Daniel had entered politics and was
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Annual General Mee ng 2008

This year's Annual General Meeting, on I8t February, was well-attended as usuul,
Thank you to everyone who attended and ensured that it was guorate.

Tlie Chair. Jim Cranstoun, thanked particular members tor their efferts during 2007
on the Socicty™s behalf: Dorothy Tweedie for her painstaking work as Treasurer:
Moira Stevenson and Richard Torrance for their patience and techimeal know-how
with the new computer system: Rhona Stey enson, Alison Mottat and Nancy Douglas
for their constant and efficient efforts as the Sales Team, Our sales of publications
generate a very considerable income every vear.

The following members were re-clected: Dr James Cranstoun as Chairman ol Council
and Hon. Librarian; Kenneth Nisbet as Hon, Seeretary: Caroline Gerard as Hon, Lditor
Mrs Kirstine Baxter was clected as a new member of Council,

Miss Barbara Revolta’s two consectitive terms were completed, but, under the new
Constitution which came into effeet at the close of the mecting. the compulsory
“sabbatical”™ was abolished and Couneil had the authority to co-opt her at its next
meeting.

TI Society’s new Constitution (enclosed with the Journal of December 2007) was
adopted.

From the floer a discussion was started regarding annual membership tees. The
Chairman promised that this would be duty considered and diseussed by Council,
although no increase could be implemented at this AGM,

Aftterwards members were invited to show and explain some “Prized Family Objects™,
These ranged from a wooden box carved and painted in the Tate 18thC. o exquisite
embroidery, to a tinted print of @ naval base in Russia. to a small notebook recording
tamily cvents. to a lemonade bottle and to a splinter of a sheulder-blade!

As ever, refreshments were organised by our velunteers.

The Volunteers & the Journal

Since I became Editor, 've witnessed at closer hand how much preparation,
organisation and co-ordination is involved cach time the Journal is despatched. From
ensuring that the membership records are up-to-date, to ensuring we have enough
tabels and then printing them off. to ordering in all those eovelopes. to topping up the
tfranking machine, to ensuring any mserts have arrived in time and to preparing the
additions to the Sales Catalogue and printing them ott, all in time for a gang of
volunteers to slap labels onto envelopes, feed them through the franking machine,
stuff the envelopes with Journals, sales Catalogues and inserts and seai them, betore
they're taken to the Post Oftice (in bulk!) or packed up for the overseas postage
service, [t's a huge amount of work and a splendid example of co-operation.

To everyone mvolved: thank you!
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RECENT ADDITIONS to the LIE !ARY

Compiled by Carol Stubbs

Bathgate Muorder. Durhamtown, 1836 dward S. Flint
Berwickshire: 1861 Census: indexed transcription:

Coldstream, Eccles Grraham & Emma Maxwell
Bibliography of East Lothian James He Jamieson, comp.
Census Returns for Canisbay Parish: 19401 David Crowe. transeriber
Chronicle of Melrose Abbey: a stratigraphic edition:

vol Lz introduction and tacsimile edition Dauvit Broun & Jalian Harrson

Downan & Buiternach Bunal Grounds, Ballindalloch War Memuonral ..
Banifshire & Glenrinnes

Burial Ground. Bantishire Moray Burial Ground Rescarch Group
Dysart Cemetery, Pitlochry. Perthshive: Mls Janet Smith ¢t al
East Lothian Antiquarian & Field Naturalists” Society:

Index to the Transactions Vols. [-XT1] H.E.G. Dainty, comp.
East Lothian Antuquarian & Ficld Naturalists” Society:

[ndexes tor Vols 1-26 ([I-XXVD Lwen Collins, comp.
Fite: 1851 Census: Name Index: Kinghorn, Wenvss Tay Valley FI1S.
Forgotten Tombstones ol Moray...Vol.3; Alves Old Churchyard

in the Parish o' Alves Moray Burial Ground Research Group
Givens-Hall Family History

from Pre-Revolutionary Times to 1970 Dorothy Halt Givens, comp.
Handbook of the Law ol Scotland James Lorimer
John Norwell, Shoemaker of Perth! Duncan Dav sl Fruser MeColl
Juniper Green 1707-2007: history in the making miper Cireen 300 Group
Lammas Drave und the Winter Herrin'™

a history of the herring lishing from Last Fite Peter Suth

Lanarkshire: Death Records: Cambuslung (6271 Part 1:A-K & Part 2:L-7.
Covington & Thankerton (634,

Shotts (655} Part 1:A-L & Part 2:M-Y Lanarkshire FTLS.
Mumorial Inseriptions i Struan Churchyard Clan Donnachaidh Society
Milnathort Kirkyard, Orwell Parish. Kinross: MIs Tav Valley FHLS,
My Roots: tracing your Beltast ancestors William Roulston
Old Kilmore Churchyard. Drummnadrochit; Mls John Ball, transcriber
Patrick Blair, Surgeon Apothecary, Dundee, Scotland:

a memoir. with editorial notes by Juck Blair” Alex. P Stevenson
People of Dundee 1600-1699: 0 gencalogical source book avid Dobson
Perthshire: 1851 Census: Neme [ndex: Culross, Dull. Punning Tay Valley FH.S.
Place-names of Fife, Vol 1:

West life between Leven und Forth? Simon Taylor, with Gilbert Markus

Practiques of Sir Richard Maitland of Lethington,
from December 1550 to October 1577:
a transcription of John Orr’s MS. Robert Sutherland
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Probing the Past:
memories trom the Pentland Probus Club
Scalan: Glenlivet's hidden college 1717-1799
Scots Army 1661-1688, with Memoirs of the
Commanders-in-Chiel (repr. of 1909 ed.)
Scots-ltalians: recollections of an immigrant’
Scottish Sword of State
Some Fife Sotdiers, Sailors and Airmen
Stewartry of Kirkcudbright: 351 Census:

Gordon MeFadzean, editor
Alasdair Roberts, comp.

Charles Dalton, comp.
Joe Pieri

Charles Burns

Fife F.H.S.

indexed transeription: Borgue, Carsphairn Graham & Emma Maxwell

Stirling Letters by [sabella Murray Wright {1836-1932),
written in 1894 at 26 Victoria Place, Stirling

Strathblane Churchyard and Cemetery: Mls

View ot the Political State of Scotland in the Last Century:
a conlidential report: 187)

West Lothian Monumental Inscriptions
(pre-1835) Vols. 1 & 2

Who Was Who, Vols. 1-6: 1897-19(3, 1916-1928,
1920-1940, 192 1950, 195 1960, 1961-1970

Sue Jamieson, transcriber
Miingavie F.H.S,

Charles Elphinstone
Alison & Angus Mitchell

Adam & Charles Black, publs.

L. Inaddition to a tamly history of John Norwell (b 1829), this 42 page booktet gives some
interesting social history about Perth in the 19" century, and the growth of the shoemiki
mduostry Trom that of a skilled crafisman working alone, to the machinery and shoc shops
needed for the commercial era. There 1s a tamily tree of the carly Norwells (originally
called Norel, and a tree of the wells in Glasgow in the late 18K0s. There is a list of
reterences at the back of the booklet.

2. Patrick Blair (1672¢-1728) was a Pundee physician and botunist, and the 1% part ol this
short 24 page booklet is a reprint of a 1907 memoir written for the “Dundee Symposium™,
Blair made the first ever dissection ot an elephant that died near Dundee after having been
exhibited around Furope. The 2 part is a short family history and account of Blair’s
varied life, which covered the 1715 Rebeltion, after which he was imprisoned and sentenced
to death, then he was released, and settled in Boston.,

us

This is the first of & scholarly 4 volume survey ot Fife place names. The chapters are
arranged by parish, and in de old maps, and a general description of each parish, foltowed
by an alphabetical list of place names for that parish, including names no longer in use.
alternative forms ol the name, and historical references. All names on the 0.8, Pathiinder
(1:25000) maps are surveyed. There is an index of place names at the hack.

4. There is no index in this book, hut familiar names appear as pages are turned: Coia, Nardini,
Forte- and the Halians” long association with cafes, ice cream shops and fish & chip shops
is explored. We learn about the vast numbers of Italians who left [taly- between 1876 and
1976, more thun 26 million [talians moved to other parts of Curope and the Americas. An
carly story of the Ttalian connection with Scotland is described, when at the end of the 147
century, the Zeno brothers sailed from Venice to the Orkney Islands. . _is book is very
re>able, und there are some black and white photographs.

The Scatiish Genealogist 3




DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - 2008

All SGS mectings (unless otherwise advised) take place at 7.30pm in the
Augustine United Church, 41 George 1V Bridge, Edinburgh.

17 March Monday  Ordinary Mecting
“Using Directories for Family and Local History™ by Jessic A,
Denholm, M.B.E.
14 April Monday  Ordinary Meeting
“Scoitish Handwriting™ by Kirsty Stewart, NAS
19 May Monday Carson Clark Gallery, Scotlund’s Map Heritage Centre,
Please book a place at the Library
15 September - Monday — Ordinary Mecting
“Donald and Kiefer Sutherland™ by Graham I, Macdonel]
20 October Monday  Ordinary Mecting
*John Murray Archive™ by David McClay, NLS
17 November  Monday  Ordinary Meeting
“War Memotials in East Lothian™ by Dr James Cranstoun

New Register House Research Evenings:
Please contact Library for 2008 dates.

University of Strathclyde Lectures:
Tuesdays, 6.30pm in the Livingstone Tower, [s ),
26 Richmond Street, Glasgow G1 EXEH. Cost: £3, at door.
Call 0141-548 5778 or access www.cllstrath.ac.uk
one week in advancee to confirm details of cach lecture.

4 March “Architectural History and Geneale ™ by Prof’ John Hume, RCAHMS
6 May “Gravestone Symbolism™ by John G Harrison
3 June “Heraldic Artin the New Russia™ by Prol. Michael Medvedev.

Heraldic Artist, St Petersburg State University, Russia
1 July “The Slave Trade and its Implications tor Genealogy™
by Dr Eric J. Graham

Fairs and ¢ er events:
14-19 April ~ Mon to Sat Family History Week, Edinburgh City Libraries

26 April Saturday SAFIIS Fair, Motherwell

2-4 May Fri. Sat & Sun “Who do you think you are?”, Olympia. London
28 June Saturday Yorkshire FH Fair, York Racccourse

13 September Saturday National Family History Fair, Gateshead

32 The Scoitish Genealogist









