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AC ious Will
by John William Irvine

Here are the principal portions of awi - made by a Dr. Dunlop. at one time a member

ot the Canadian Legislature:-
Sl being in sound health of bodv and mind, which my fricnds who do not
flatior me sav iy no great shakes at the best of times, do make my last will. |
leave the praperty of Gaivhread (Particularised) to mv sisters Helen Bovie
Storev and Elizabeth Bovie Dunlop, the former because she is married to a
minister, whom mav God help hin, she henpecks, the latter because she is
married w nobody, nor is she fikely ro be, for she is an old maid, and not
market rife.. . Flewve mv sifver tankard o the eldest son of ofd John as the
representative of the familv, fwould have fefi it to old Jolm himself. but he
woldd fve melted it doven wo make temperance medals, and that would have
heen o sucrilege. Hovvever, Tlleave him my big horn sauff~hox; he can onfv
nicke remperance hor spoons out of that.

Pleave my sister Jenny my Bible, the property formerly of my great-
grandmother, Betsy Hamilton of Woodhall, and when she knows as much of
the spivit as she does of the letter she will be a muich better Chvistian than she
is. Dleave m fete brother s watell 1o my brother Sundv, exhorting hinn at the
same time to give up Whiggerv and Rudicalism, and all other sins that do
most casilv beset him. Heave nny Brother-in-Law Allan. v punch-bowd, as he
is o big gaty man, aid likelyv to do credit to .

Heave to purson Chevassie my hig sifver snuff-hox as a small token of gratitide
o frin for taking oo sister Maggie whont o man of taste would have taken. 1
leave to John Caddel! a silvor tea-pot, to the end that e nay drink tea therefiom
to comfort him under the affliction of « slatternhv wife.

[ leave my hooks to ne brother Andrew, hecawse he has heen so zinglh wally,
that e may vetleari to read with them. Heave piy silver cuga swith the soverefvn
i the bottom of it to mv sister Janet, because she is an old maid and pious,
and therefore necessarily given to hoarding: and also my grandmother s snuff-
hox as it Tooks decent to sec an ofd maid taking snuff”

Who were the Dunlops?

[ have discovered that Dr. Dunlop was one William (The Tiger) Dunlop born in 1792
Middle Parish, Greenock, to Alexander Dunlop, a banker and businessman, and Janet
CGraham (his first wife)

William had 15 siblings from his tather’™s two marriages. the oldest being born in
1789 and the youngest in 1813,
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We were interested m finding out if there are descendants of Alexunder’™s sis s and
brothers living in the UK today. We were not suecessiul on that account but have not
lost hope. With this article in “The Scottish Genealogist™ we nught be able to reach
some Bonthrons or perhaps descendants of some of the other Scots who went 1o
Sweden i 1803,

In 2003 we had started to prepare for a tamily gathering. We wanted to lind out as
much as possible about the  ves of our Swedish ancestors and to set up a family wree.
All three of us are Bonthrons, cither by birth or once removed. and each knew a lot
about his or hier line of the tamily, But what we most of all wanted to find out was
about our Scottish ancestors. There have always been difterent tales in the family
about Alexander. his background history and where he came from. But until recently
we couldn’t find any proof. Luckily we got a family tree constructed by our very
distant cousin, Mark Bonthron in London, which also could be found on the internet.
From that Alexander’s family branch could be outlined.

So. in September 2006 the Bonthron tamily gathered in the south of Sweden where
Alexander lived and worked. There were about 80 to 90 family members present.
This was the first time we had such an event in the history ot'the Bonthrons in Sweden
and many ot the members had never met and some had never even heard of cach
other. On the programme was an exhibition of family photos. a newly-constructed
tamily tree over the first Bonthrons in Sweden and their offspring and a few results of
out recent resvarel into our Scottish ancestry as tar back as the 1600s. Also we had
produced a written and illustrated history of Alexander Bonthron. his two sons and
their families.

So, how did it come about that our ancestor, Alexander Bonthron, emigrated from
Scotland to Sweden?

How the 20-year old mechanic from Fife, Alexander Bonthron, emigrated to
Sweden in 1803 and founded a large family,

in 1803 our torefather, Alexander Bonthron, came o Sweden from Fife and as tar us
we have been able o fearm he was born in 1783 in the village of Boarhills south of St
Andrews, He was the son of David Bonthron, born in 1760, and Helen Foggo who
marricd on the 4th of August 1780, The tamily hived sinee at least four generations in
Roarhills and worked as wrights or miilwrights,

When Alexander arrived in Sweden he worked as a mechanic at Engeltofta. a manor
house in Scania, the southernmost provinee of Sweden. The owner ol the estate, C.
G, Sternsviird, had asked Lord Kellie, Thomas Erskine at Cambo House 1. . e, for
ads ice about modernizing his tarming methods. as Scotland was a model country for
farming at the time. and as he was o friend of Erskine’s davghter who was married in
Sweden. Thomas Erskine had been British Consul in Gothenburgh, Sweden, for many
years and returned to Scotland when he became the Yth Larl of Kellic in 1799,
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Dr. William Mc'Turk -
Lawyer’s nightmare, genealogist’s dream.

by Murray Johnston

The guest.

Three euarly 1840s testamentury proceedings in Kirkcudbrightshire and Dumiriesshire
left lingering uncertainty, Two Johnstons and a MeTurk were named as cousins and
beneliciaries of the estate of Dr. Wilham McTurk of Glasgow University. The
inventories reported that bequests of £100 had been reduced by two-thirds and were
worth only £33, Yet [Dr. MeTurk had died with o healthy estate of £8.243. How had
these shortapes occurred?

Ihe beguest.

D William McTurk. professor of Ecelesiastical History at Glasgow University, wrote
his will on 26 January, 18- o1 six weeks before he died on March 1. He had
nevet married and had no immediate family ot his own.  So he decided 1o distribute
his estate i sach a way that he might be remembered kindly,

Protessor MeTurk expressed his second bequest with the propitious words, “to cach
of my cousing  rman, and to cach of my scecond cousins, and to cach of my third
cousins whether by my futher or mother .. who may be alive at the time of my death
the sum of £100 sterling.™ His head might have been in the eeclesiastical clouds. but
he did want to ensure that his good 1ntentions could not possibly be misinterpreted.
So the Doctor o, .vinity carctully specitied precisely what he meant, ... by which
I mean my cousins german both by my father and mother, and their children and
grandchildren ...,

The Professor had no coneept of the nightmare he had created for his exceutors.
Clearty. the good bachelor eeclesiastic was totally unaware of the mathematical
potential for exponential population growth over five generations commencing with
his grandparents,

News of the beavest sped via the family grapevine to the Glenkens where the
Professor’s fam - originated and most remained resident. One year after the
Professor’s death, perhaps after receis ing a multitude of elaims, the Lord Ordinary
dispatched o Commissioner o sort out who were the valid claimants of MeTurk s
bequest.

The Comunrissioner s List.

Four months after his appoimtmient and written in an immaculate seript, Commissioner
1es Crawtord carefully recorded that he had trayvelled to Dalmellingon, Carsphairmn

and New Galloway. There, he received “parele & written ™ evidence and after returning

to Glasgow for further consideration, reported the results of his investigation. The
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between Janet and Robert cannot be ignored.  Both families appeared solidly
entrenched in the Glenkens,  Interestingly, there are no other McTurk pre-1855
churchyird monuments in the four Glenkens parishes.

Janet™s elduest son. John McTurk born ahout 17520 married Helen MeMillan and had
seven children, most 10 not all in Carsphairn between about 1788 and 1801, A son of
theirs was another with residence characterized by Crawford - Joha of Millmark.,
Dalry. Later, he was "ot Knocksting, which MeKerlie notes was purchased by John
1833, John marr  Elizabeth. one ot the daughters ot local gentry, John Shaw
Alexander of Mack  mand ¢ nhoul m Dalry, John's family included sons who
Iived at Bradford i Yorkshire, Cranog in Leicestershire, Stranfasket m Kells, and
o sons in Breconshire, Wales.

John MeTurk s own two eldest sons were Robert and William. both horn in Carsphairn.
The brothers were the cattle dealers listed at Waterside, Kells in Pigots 1837 Directory
of Kirkcudbrightshire.  Lach died unmarried in the carly 18405 at Waterside. the
residence listed by Craw ford for William. John's daughters included Janet MeTurk,
born about 1794 bkely m Kells, who marricd David Johnstone originally of Kells,
and she and three ehildren were alive in Yorkshire in 1841, John's youngest son was
Alexander. born 1797 in Carsphairn. The Commissioner styled Alexander as “of
Barlac™, in Dalry. He and spouse Jane Hyslop had @ large family which by 1841 had
only just begun with a ¢h s carly death, a baby and a pregnancy.

Returning to Janet McTurk her eldest daughter. Jean. married Wallium Johnstone and
vne ot thetr children was born in 1778 10 Kells. O Jean’s three surviving claimant
children, two died just atter the Professor necessitating testimonial proceedings to
deal with their £33 shares. One of Janet’s grandehildren was claimant William
Johnstone, for e the (9" century a master joiner in New Galloway and the ¢ ant
and undertaker upon the death of an aunt, another claimant of neighbouring
Balmaclellan.

The fourth child ot Janet MeTurk and her husband Robert McTurk was Alexander.
Two of his children, Robert and William, had relocated to Lancashire about the turn
ol the century, married and remained there theough 1841, One married in Birmingham,
the othier in Manchester and both had tamilies wy the city of Manchester.

Quest s end.

The discovery of what is deseribed herein as The Commissioner’™s List, held by
Glasgow University Archives for over a century and a halt, had in a single stroke
provided a mass of information. Not only demonstrating why Dr. McTurk’s estate
had been vastly over-extended, but also ncatly listing a great many McTurks and
Wight family members. Along the way this cffectively clarified certain Johnston/e
fanuly refationships for me. Sometimes, just sometimes, rescarch turms up a gen,
This, without doubt, was a diamond.
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Pam Graham (1948-2007)

An Appreciation

The Socicty is very sad indeed to announce the carly demise of Pam

Giraham,

Pam was a very popular member and Library volunmeer. She retired
carly from the Civil Service and took the opportunity to pursue her
passion tor family history. Her potential was recognised quickly,
especially by those who had known her and her aunt Shirley (also an

SGS member) for many years,

She became a valuable volunteer, and as well as helping other members
and visitors with rescarch in the Library, she joined the crew lor "My
Ain Folk™ e¢venings, assisted the Sales Team, particularly for the
painstaking task of compiling comiplete collections ot over S0 years”
worth of back Journals, and, more recently, joined the Editerial Team
with enthusiasm. Some of the alterations 1o the appearance of the Journal
were Pam’'s suggestions. Her methodical serutiny of material meant

she was in great demand as a proof=reader,

Pam was sweet-natured, alwavs smiling and styvlishly dressed. She bore
her long-term diabetes uncomplamingly and with good grace and would
always find time to effer advice, assistance and support W those who

were newly diagnosed with the same condition.

The SGS would Like (o extend its sympathy to her son Garry, her sister
Sheila, aunt Shirley, her daughter-in-law and grandel lren, and to her

many {ricnds.
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