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GENERAL INFORMATION

The Society is an academic and consultative body whose constitutional objects are to
promote research into Scottish family hisfory and to undertake the collection, exchange
and publication of information and material relating to Scottish genealogy. Copies of
our Constitution are available to members upon request.We assist members with
modest enquiries, but do not carry out professional research. Private researchers are
available, and we can also provide an ASGRA list upon request.

Meetings
Monthly meetings of the Society are held September to April in the Augustine United

Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, at 7.30pm around the 15th of the month, If
the 15th falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the meeting is held the following Monday.

Membership

The current subscription is £16. Family membership 1s £19 and affiliate membership
£20.

The Society is recognised by the Inland Revenue as a charity. Members who pay UK
income tax are therefore encouraged to pay their subscriptions under the Gift Aid
Scheme so that the Society may recover the tax paid on these sums. Details of
arrangements for the scheme can be obtained from the UK Membership Secretary.

Correspondence, Subscriptions, Publications

General correspondence should be senf to the Honorary Secretary and subscriptions
to the Membership Secretary (subs@scotsgenealogy.com). Information about the
Society’s publications and back numbers of The Scottish Genealogist can be
obtained from the Sales Secretary (sales@scotsgenealogy.com). All correspondence

should be addressed to 15 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh EHI 2JL, Scotland. Email:
info@scotsgenealogy.com

The Scottish Genealogist

Relevant articles are welcomed by the Hon. Editor and preferably should be submitted
in MSWord or rtf format via email or on a CDRom. Ilusirations are preferred 1n .jpeg
format. Members’ queries are also welcomed for inclusion in the magazine; a £2 per
entry charge is made to non-members.

Scottish Genealogy Society Website
Our website can be accessed on www.scotsgenealogy.com

Copyright - All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored
in a refrieval system, or iransmitted in any form, or by any means, elecironic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written consent of
the publisher.

Views expressed in articles or correspondence are those ofthe contributor and may not
be those of the publisher.
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heard about the affair and “having taken alarm™ a meeting took place when, as Robert
claimed, both Janet and Robert mutually declared before witnesses that they did not
consider themselves in any respect bound to each other by what had passed and gave
up the lines for the purpose of being cancelled and all doubt upon the subject was
therefore dispelled.

This, however, was not the end of the matter and in January 1809 the case was brought
before the commissary court of Lauder sitting at Eyemouth. In her petition, Janet
stated that in the month of March 1808 she was married to Robert Paterson and “that
the petitioner and her said husband cohabited together for some time when at last he
deserted the petitioner and refuses even to give her aliment.” She therefore was
“under the necessity of praying your Lordships to appoint this petition to be served
upon the said Robert Patterson and thereafter to ordain him to adhere to the petitioner
his wife her society fellowship and company and to cohabit, converse with, treat,
cherish and entertain her at bed, board and otherwise as a married person should do to
his wife and failing thereof to make payment to the petitioner of ten pound sterling of
yearly aliment”,

He said...

On receiving a copy of this petition and having prepared replies to it, Robert’s lawvyer
claimed that “as the circumstances upon which the petitioner (Janet) would now found
a marriage were a mere frolic upon which no consummation ever took place or copula
followed, the same could legally be given up or resiled from by the consent of parties
and that having accordingly once given their consent to this effect before completion
by consummation and delivered up the only document upon which they could found
claim the one against the other, neither are now at liberty to recur to what originally
happened.” Robert, described as son of William Paterson, joiner in Coldingham,
was then stated to be “a young man in no respect able to provide for himself or to
support a family,”

Robert’s defence in his claim that he was not legally married rested on the fact that
the marriage had not been consummated. To be legal contract, a marriage by consent
(without a clergyman or banns cried) could rest on three separate conditions. A civil
marriage could be completed by consent alone or in front of witnesses, given verbally
or written or even inferred by the conduct of the parties. Secondly a contract was
legal if a promise or engagement to marry was followed by copul/a. Thirdly, marriage
could be inferred from cohabitation — being habit-and-repute husband and wife.

She said...

Janet Runciman was also examined in court and her account of the proceedings varied
somewhat from that presented by Robert. She claimed that on the 13® March 1808
she was married to Robert Paterson, joiner in Coldingham by the Reverend George
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Lamb at Lamberton Toll bar before two witnesses and that afterwards she set out for
Ord, accompanied for part of the way by Robert Paterson and James Manwell, a
weaver in Coldingham. The next evening she again met up with Robert and James
near Coldingham and then went on to her father’s house, while the two men went
back to their respective houses. “This happened upon a Monday and to the best of
her remembrance, or rather is certain, that on the Thursday night immediately following
between nine and ten o’clock she and Robert Paterson came to her father’s house and
were for the first time bedded.” Over the next four or five months he frequently came
to her. She also stated that in the two or three weeks before their marriage he had paid
her frequent visits and her friends knew that they were “a courtship pair”. The reason
that Janet did not return to her father’s house on the evening of the marriage was that
she was ashamed to meet her mother and father as she had not told them about the
marriage and she and Robert had agreed to keep the matter private till Whitsunday
when Robert said that he proposed taking a house.

It was at this point that things began to go wrong. Robert began to prevaricate and
suggested that it would be better to wait till Martinmas to take the house. About five
months after the marriage, Robert came to Janet and told her that Mr. Hamiliton, the
session clerk of Coldingham, had twice been “upon him” to show their marriage lines
and he asked her to hand them over so that he could show them to Mr. Hamilton. In
her evidence, Janet reported “that she was at first rather averse to part with the marriage
lines but upon his giving her his hand that he would bring them back to her again she
at last gave them up to him.” According to her evidence, her doubts were well founded.
“From that time he never cohabited with her nor came near her father’s house and
when she saw him afterwards at a distance about the town he plainly shunned her
company or having any conversation with her.”

Having lost her original marriage certificate, Janet then had to get a copy of her
marriage lines from Lamberton Toll which was then produced fo the court:

Lamerton Toll barr 13* March 1808
These are to certify all whom it may concern that according to the
established rules of the Church of Scotland Robert Patterson and
Janet Rinchman (sic) were solemly united by me in the Holy bonds
of Wedlock and so far as it can be known they are free of all Church
censure which is attested by these witnesses.
George Lamb, minr.

William Ker ) witnesses

Margaret Ker )

Hannah Kerr witness
Jas. Manwell witness

In the face of this evidence, Robert did now admit that he was married to Janet
Runciman at Lamberton Toll bar on Sunday 13" March 1808 by the Reverend George
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Lamb to whom he paid about eight shiilings for his trouble in coming from Berwick

to marry them, but he repeated his defence that he had never slept with the pursuer
after their marriage.

And the consequence was...

On 28 March 1809 the commissary having considered all the evidence and the petitions
of both parties delivered his judgement. He found “that the said Robert Paterson and
Janet Runciman were married upon the thirteenth day of March eighteen hundred
and eight and ordains the said Robert Paterson to adhere to the said Janet Runciman
his spouse as craved in the petition”. Realising no doubt that these expectations were
unrealistic, he went on: “And ay and until he shall so adhere to her and cohabit,
converse with, treat, cherish & entertain her at bed and board, as it becomes a married
man so to do, to his lawful wife” Robert Paterson was liable to pay to Janet in name
of aliment the sum of £10 sterling yearly, to be paid to her half yéarly in equal portions.
He was also to pay the expense of the process which was modified to the sum of 23s.
sterling and he also had to pay for the expense of extracting the process according to

court regulations. This meant that the decree had to be properly registered so that
action could be taken upon it.

There is an interesting and rather human note added at the bottom of the decree:

“NB. In claims of this sort — so much for aliment & so much for house rent
should be demanded. The commissary’s idea in this case is 20/- for house
rent and £9 for aliment — nearly 6d. a day. These with the woman’s own
industry will it is hoped keep her comfortable.”

The settlement seems to have been a very generous one. In the First Statistical Account
for Coldingham (written circa 1796), the minister reporting on conditions in his parish,
stated that a maid servant was paid £3-£4 a year and a hynd’s wife received between
3d. and 6d. a day for weeding turnips and potatoes. A ploughman or carter, living on
a farm, recelved an annual wage of £6-£7 There was almost certainly some mflation
over the next decade when the wars with France put up prices but it still seems that
Robert would have had difficulty 1n paying the required aliment to his wife.

It 1s frustrating that one does not know what happened to this couple. This court
judgement did not solve the human problems. It would have been very difficult to
enforce the payment due by Robert Paterson to Janet and he may well have crossed
the border into England to escape his responsibilities. The couple were officially
married but there is no evidence in the parish registers of Berwickshire that they lived
together and had children. No entry has been found for the death of Janet Runciman
in Scotland after 1854 - and so they vanish from our records.
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James Watson, Berwickshire Carrier

by Jessie A Denholm

I am sure that readers will agree that the task of the family historian does not end once
we have established the identity of our ancestors. We then want to find out more
about the lives of our ancestors and the sociefy in which they lived. For those of us
who have ancestors from fairly “humble” walks of life, 1t can be ditticult to get specific
information about their working lives, If, however, your ancestor happened to be a
carrier in the first half of the 19™ century it might be possible fo find out quite a lot
about his working life using information from Pigot’s 1837 Directory.’

Some of my own ancestors were millwrights based in Chirnside in Berwickshire and
I initially looked at the “Chirnside™ page of the Directory to get some idea of the
society in which they lived. This told me about the tradesmen and shopkeepers,
geniry, clergy and professional persons who lived in Chirnside and would have known
my own ancestors. I was, however, intrigued by the final entry for Chirnside where
under the heading “Carrier” we are told that James Watson went to Edinburgh every
Tuesday. Would it, [ wondered, be possible to find him 1 Edinburgh or at any point
en route?

According to the Directory, Chirnside is 50 miles from Edinburgh. A long distance
carrier at this time would be able to cover about 30 miles a day given a good road.
James Watson would have been using one of the best roads in Scotland, the Edinburgh
to Berwick road, and the first place in which one would look for him would be Dunbar
in East Lothian. Sure enough he 1s there -histed as one of three carriers to leave from
the Grey Horse (in Dunbar High Street) every Tuesday for Edinburgh via “Linton,
Haddington, Tranent, etc”

T ALAML  Eed WA AT e el e el el Y Akt ekt L [y g o kg iy P A BT WU R g N e ] b A HAELITUN T o T VANAR F T WA AU T T
,  DBanneckbura ..JAlexanderMonteith ,.[5levenson’s, 3 Merchanl sireet ..., [Mon. Wed. Fri. & E;t..' Alar li'ﬁl. Fri. & Ea't._-E
Banpockhnm ..JJohn Gentles .. ...... Sharp’s, 100 Grassmarket.... .....[Wednesday & Satunday{Wednesday & Saturday |
+  Balbgate ...... Jobn Gediles e, ouu.n. White Haxt, 132 Grass market...... Taesday & Friday ... .E_Tuesﬂnf & Friday ;
Eathvale ...... Peter Kertiaveanrannae Sharp’s, 100 Grass market.........:{Tuesday & Friday .... Puesday & Friday ¢
;  Deauley ..... wa-ll. and P. Cameron ....[o% Lolhian street ... ...... ernreenra Taes, Thurs, & Sat,...|Mon. Wed, & Friday ¢
Beaunley ...... ‘oo W, Cossarf& Jas, IroriepSharpts, 100 Grassmarket ... ..., ... Thursday & Saturday, . |Friday & Monday. -f
N : 1 1] ¢ S ‘Thomas Howey & Co..}3 Bristo at, 58 Leith st,&Timber bushiDaily «ooavvrieneain..  Daily. "
q Belford ........ Thomas Howey & Cop..|d DBristo street and 58 Leith street . JAlon Wed. & Friday ..jMon. Wed. & Friday !
Belford ........ John Hogl e rnesniness Green’s, 123 Grasy market, & Dod's, 4
] DU 20 Sooth bazk of Canongata .. .. Wednesdav ... .. ...[Thneudas i

Extract from Pigot’s Directory 1837: Carriers from Dunbar to Edinburgh, Chirnside, etc.

Since James Watson would already have done about 28 miles when he got to Dunbar,
it 1s unlikely that he went much further that day. Perhaps he spent the night in East
Linton. There is, however, no trace of him in the Directory at any of the towns
between Dunbar and Edinburgh.

When he gets to Edinburgh he becomes visible again. The Edinburgh section of the
Directory contains long lists of all of the towns served (directly or indirectly) by
carriers from Edinburgh. These lists tell us the name of the carrier, where he was
based in Edinburgh, the day of his arrival and of his departure. James Watson arrived
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Profile:

SIR MALCOLM INNES OF EDINGIGHT
KCVO WS

At the Society’s Annual General Meeting in February tributes were paid to the good
work of our outgoing Honorary President, Sir Malcolm Innes of Edingight, who has
retired after serving for over 15 years. Each year his good humour has helped to
ensure the smooth running of the Society’s business, and he also represented us on

other occasions, such as the International Congress of Genealogical and Heraldic
Sciences at St Andrews 11 2006.

He presided over our 50% Anniversary celebrations at the Assembly Rooms, Edinburgh,
in 2003 and later at the dinner at the Royal Scots Club.

Sir Malcolm was of course more widely known to the public as Lord Lyon King of
Arms, from 1981 to 2001, when he was responsible for the grant of arms to several
hundred petitioners - as well as for a fascinating range of ceremonial occasions, such
as State Proclamations and Services of the Order of the Thistle. Occasionally he had
to give warnings against the misuse of armorial bearings.

He was appointed as a Writer to the Signet in 1964, before serving in the court of the
Lord Lyon as Lyon Clerk and Keeper of the Records from 1966 to 1981. He also
served as Carrick Pursuivant and later as Marchmont Herald. After retiring as Lord
Lyon six years ago, he was appointed as Orkney Herald of Arms Extraordinary. His
close interest 1n heraldry and genealogy was inherited from his father, Sir Thomas
Innes of Learney, Lord Lyon King of Arms from 1945 to 1969. Sir Malcolm now
intends to edit some of the papers his father left behind.

At the same AGM the Society elected Mr Robin Blair LVO WS to succeed Sir Malcolm
as Honorary President. Mr Blair was a partner in a firm of Edinburgh solicitors before
he succeeded Sir Malcolm as Lord Lyon in 2001. The fruitful link between the Society
and the Lyon Office will be mamtained.

After some deliberation, Council decided that the most appropriate way in which to
thank Sir Malcolm for his many years of service to the SGS would be to encourage
his leisure pursuits and thus he was presented with gardening vouchers, which we
hope will give him much enjoyment during the next 15 years. He was also presented
with a commemorative certificate, designed and hand-executed by Craig Ellery.

Angus Mitchell & Jim Cranstoun
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GROS News

The SGS is fortunate to have two members of its Council, Mr Angus Mitchell and Mr
Kenneth Nisbet, on the User Group for the New Family History Centre.

The new Centre, which after building delays will open in Spring 2008, 1s 2 combination
of the services currently offered by the General Register of Scotland, the National
Archives of Scotland and the Lord Lyon’s Office. Most visitors who currenfly use
New Register House will then make use of new search rooms within the ground floor
of Register House. This has also meant the conversion of the Dome Room at the back
of Register House info a search area.

A new computer system will be m use, replacing the current DIGROS system, and
will be very similar to the search fields used on the scotlandspeople website, but
unlike that website the facility to search modern records will continue to be
available. The new system will also mean that seats may be booked either for a single
day, or for any number of days, from your home computer without the need to turn up
and queue at the door.

There will be a new pricing structure with the cost of a day’s search reduced to £10.00,
and if you book for 10 days the 10th day will be free. (These will not need to be 10
consecutive days). For those who have not used the facilities before, or who have a
very restricted time for searching, there will have an area allowing a free two-hour
search period. This new pricing structure will mean that the current half-day search
will no longer be available. The cost of evening visits will increase to £200.00 per
group, so that the Society would encourage members to make use of the bi-monthly
evening visits, for which the SGS currently charges of £9.00 per person, before the
charges must be increased accordingly.

It is hoped that the new system will, like the scotlandspeople website, allow the facility
to look at Testaments and Inventories (up to 1901) alongside the Pansh Registers,
Birth, Death and Marriage Entries, Minor Records, Census Returns and the records
of the Court of the Lord Lyon, all on the same database. This will include also the
Church Session records when their digitisation has been completed. Discussion has
also been taking place with the Roman Catholic Church in Scotland with a view to
the digitisation of some of its records.

Confirmation has been received that any records currently available to be viewed
free at the National Archives will continue to be free.

Ken Nisbet
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The role of the Court of the Lord Lyon
in the 21 Century

by Robin Orr Blair

There can be few, 1f any, offices which have been in existence and are still performing
the same function, for as long as that of the Lord Lyon. The office dates certainly
from 1318 but may have existed before then, and the Court of the Lord Lyon still

performs the functions laid down by an Act of Parliament of 1392, The Public Register

of All Arms and Bearings in Scotland was created by Act of Parliament in 1672 and
has operated ever since.

Scotland 1s unique in having the only heraldic authority in the world that has been
created by Act of Parliament, and 1n being the only country in the world where the
display of unauthorised Arms 1s a criminal offence. Prosecutions are rare, but the
existence of the statutory machinery to protect existing grants of Arms and to prevent
the unauthorised display of Arms is a very important factor in the strength of the
Scotfish heraldic regime.

There are about 12000 entries in the Public Register and now about 120 applications
are submitted every year either for new grants or for matriculations from existing
grants. The Court of the Lord Lyon 1s as busy as it has ever been since 1592.

Some features of the Scottish system of heraldry make it
unusual. One 1s the very strong link between a surname and
the design of Arms. It has been possible over the years to ensure
that all designs for individuals with a particular name have had
a visual stmilarity. Of course every shield is unique and can be’
held only by one person, but the designs used, for example, by
anyone with the name Campbell will all have a recognisable
similarity.

Another feature 1s the clan system,
again unique in its particular form
to Scotland. Itis heraldic law which
determines the succession to the
chiefship of a clan. Whoever is
amrofporalépmpecanpben €NtItled by law to succeed to the sfg e i

& Pt T ot ' AT A et nail -l b Tobienl

visual similarity of designs. Normally the chief’s Arms
are the simplest version of a design and more complicated
versions are devised for other members of the ¢lan family.

Am-:uflh;lihh of Arpyl

This is a very attractive aspect of Scottish heraldic design trat et ming s
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because it allows any Campbell, for example, to have his own personal Arms with a
clear link, in its design, to the Arms of his chief, the Duke of Argyll.

The increasing interest in genealogy all over the world has meant, for Scots, an
increasing interest in heraldry. Once a person has succeeded in tracing his or her
ancestry, then it is often an attractive idea to make public the success of the search
and to preserve the information by having a coat of Arms recorded, with some of the
genealogical detail, in the Public Register. The Court of the Lord Lyon also maintains
the Public Register of All Genealogies and Birthbrieves in Scotland. This 1s used
where a person wishes to record a fuller genealogy than they might wish recited 1n an
entry in the Register of Arms, and where a full record of proof of all the events
recorded in the genealogy has been provided.

Individuals can petition the Lord Lyon for a grant of Arms when they are domciled
in Scotland or own property in Scotland, or if they are resident in any part of the
Commonwealth other than England. If an individual does not fall into the jurisdiction
in this way, but has an ancestor who was born 1n Scotland, then, 1f hus or her ancestry
can be proved back to the ancestor, a Petition can be made for Arms to be granted 1n
memory of the ancestor. The Arms granted in memory of the ancestor can then be
matriculated, with suitable differences, for descendants of the ancestor. A number of
such applications are received every year, ofien from Americans.

Corporate heraldry is very much alive. Commercial businesses, clubs, clan societies,
local authorities and other organisations continue to see heraldic designs as a mark of
their own authenticity and stature, an image which is not always conveyed by a
commercial logo or trademark. There is certainly no sign of heraldic design being
regarded as outdated or defunct.

Flags are another area of interest. Where a heraldic design is involved, the Lord Lyon

has to give approval and recent examples have been the flags devised for use in
Shetland and 1in Orkney.

It is often thought that the Lord Lyon is “responsible” for tartan. That is not the case.
In fact there is no official register of tartan. Records are kept by two privately-run
bodies. As a result of a private member’s bill recently proposed in Parliament, the
question of how an official register for tartan can be created is under consideration at
present by the Scottish Executive.

The more public face of the Court of the Lord Lyon is seen in the ceremomal which
takes place in Scotland involving the seven Scottish Officers of Arms, the Lord Lyon,
Albany Rothesay and Ross Heralds and Unicorn Carrick and Bute Pursuivants.
Generally six or seven events take place each year. The presence of Officers of Arms
at the Opening of each Session of Parliament is an indication that this part of Scotland’s
history and heritage remains meaningful in contemporary times.

One feature over recent years has been the increasing number of lectures and
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engagements undertaken by Officers of Arms. These have included a number of
visits and lecture tours in the USA, Australia and New Zealand. Interest overseas in
Scotland’s heritage and in the functioning of our historic institutions in the present
day is enormous and visits by the Lord Lyon and other Officers of Arms have been
warmly welcomed. Genealogical tourism is believed to account for a significant
number of visitors each year to Scotland. The affinity which so many people overseas
feel to their Scottish roots, especially through the clan structure, is likely to continue
to provide continuing interest in Scotland’s heritage. The Court of the Lord Lyon has
responded to this and has an important part to play.

Making information more accessible to members of the public is a challenge which
the Lyon Court has faced over recent years. The Public Register of Arms has been
digitally photographed and is now held electronically, providing the Court with the
capability to search the register using computer technology. Within the next 12 months
access to the Register will become available over the internet and it will be possible
for certain details from the Register to be viewed. The exact arrangements for this
are being worked out at present, This will provide another valuable source of reference
for genealogists.

Ensuring that an institution as ancient as the Court of the Lord Lyon remains relevant
and of interest in the 21* century is important, both for Scotland’s historical heritage
and also for the benefit of individuals and professionals who wish to undertake heraldic

and genealogical research. The amount of interest that exists would seem to indicate
that this is being achieved and it is to be hoped that this will long continue.

™ - - —_— —_—— - —_— - - - —— — —— —— —— o e gy = - ] p— - - - - — o md o — - p— —— -

Advertising in
“The Scottish Genealogist’

. Our journal now accepts advertising
for things relevant to genealogy.

: A tull page (black and white) 1s £30,
f half page £40, and a quarter page 1s £20. | |

[ B — - ——— - o

These are the only sizes accepted.

If you, or someone you know, would like to consider
advertising here please email the editor at:

info@scotsgenealogy.com E

— — - ——— - - — - - - e o A - - - _ e — e —t - - - - "l-—F'—I——I—I—I-E

The Scottish Genealogist | - 33



The North Highland Archive, Wick

by Craig Ellery

For those family historians researching their roots in the far north of Scotland, a visit
to the North Highland Archive collection in Wick is essential. If the distance involved
makes this difficult, the Archive can be contacted by e-mail, “phone or letter, and the
websiie 1s worth a look (see below for details).

The North Highland Archive was established 1n 1995 to provide an archive service

for the Caithness area and 1s currently based in Wick Camegie Library, Sinclair Terrace,
Wick.

It is part of the Highland Council Archives and is responsible for “locating, preserving
and making available documents and other records relating to the history of Caithness.”

The Archive holds records largely relating to county Caithness, dating from 1589
until the present day, and these records can be consulted by members of the public,
free of charge, in the searchroom. Staff are always on hand fo advise, but due to
limited searchroom accommodation, appointments are recommended, especially in
SUIMINET.

The staff are happy to undertake an archive or genealogical search upon request but
are obliged to charge for this service.

The Archive holds records pertaining to official bodies, companies, families, societies
and individuals, which have been 1dentified as being of long-term historical interest.
Records can be of any age, from centuries-old to something created yesterday, and
the information may be contained in one document or in boxes of papers. They may
be in different formats, such as paper, parchment, photographs, videos, tapes and
digital files. The North Highland Archive prides itself on preserving in secure and
environmentally-controlled conditions these unique and irreplaceable records of our
past.

The Archives include:

» Local authority archives, including those of Caithness County Council, the Burgh
of Wick and the Burgh of Thurso;

» School records — these start in the 1840s;

« Poor Reliefrecords — these cover most Caithness Parishes, Halkirk, Wick, Thurso
and a good collection of lefter books from 1840s onwards for Latheron parish.;

» Police records;

« Maritime records, including Wick Harbour Trust (harbour master diaries giving
day-to-day activities), Thurso River Harbour Trust; Customs and Excise (see also
in National Archives of Scotland); Fishing Boat registers; Royal Naval Reserve
records;

» Records of individuals, clubs and societies;
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« Maps and architectural plans including the papers of Sinclair McDonald Architects
(council housing and schools architects records, and local housing records;

* Genealogical resources on microfilm for both Caithness and Sutherland, including
1806 census for Watten parish.

Contact:  The North Highland Archive, Wick Library, Sinclair Terrace, Wick,
Caithness, KW1 5AB.

Telephone: 01955 606432 (UK); +44 1955 606432 (non UK)

E-mail; north.highlandarchive@highland.gov.uk

Web: hitp://www.highland.gov.uk/educ/publicservices/archivedetails/
northarchive.htm
QUERY

2970 MACDONALD, Isle of Coll. I can verify that Neil MacDonald, bom 19 August
1787 1n Knock, married firstly Mary (Kennedy?) on 31 January 1814 and
secondly Flora Kennedy:.

Neil’s father was Hector MacDonald, born ca 1746/47 in Triallan, who married
Marion MacKinnon on 14 March 1787 at Tyree.

[ am unable to find Hector’s birth or death, or his parents and siblings. Can
anyone help? _

Contact: Linda MacDonald, e-mail: bignicbitchofbytown@vahoo.ca

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - 2007

All SGS ordinary meetings now take place in the
Augustine United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh
(unless otherwise advised).

8 September  Saturday — Family History Fair — Gateshead, co. Durham
17 September  Monday — Ordinary Meeting
“Dynasties and Clusters”, by Dr Maurice McCrae, FRCPE
22 September  Saturday — Fife Family History Fair — Glenrothes
15 October Monday — Ordinary Meeting
“7™ Battalion Royal Scots and the Gretna Disaster”, by Ken Nisbet
16 November Frniday— Ordinary Meeting
“Education Resources in National Library of Scotland, by Margaret
McBryde, NAS

New Register House Research Evenings:
Confact Library for 2007 dates.
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Genealogical Facts and Scottish History: A Sequel
by David Affleck

In March 2006, an article which looked at this topic in relation to the theme and its
application to the family relationships between the Auchinlecks of Auchinleck, the
Douglases of Glenbervie, James 4" Earl of Morton and the Auchinlecks of Balmanno,
was published in the Society’s Journal. Much of the material used was then presented
in a paper to the 27" International Congress of Genealogical and Heraldic Sciences
held at St Andrews in August 2006 within the theme, Myt and Propaganda in
Heraldry and Genealogy. Four areas of continuing research were to provide additional
material and so complete aspects of the study.

James Auchinleck of Kemnay and his wife Janet Hepburn.

The article referred to a James Auchinleck, an illegitimate son of John Auchinleck,
Vicar of Glenbervie, who was the second son of Sir John Auchinleck of Auchinleck.

(He was legitimated in 1494.) After his father’s death, and while still a minor, he had
taken on the claim against the granting of some of the family lands at Auchinleck 1n
Ayrshire to William Douglas, son and heir to Archibald the 5™ Earl of Angus. William
was also to be considered as the fufure husband of Elizabeth Auchinleck, a cousin of
James, if she consented. The young James sought to refrieve his inheritance and
challenged the legality of the marriage of William and Elizabeth. The claim for recovery
of the land went to arbitration and William and Elizabeth eventually agreed that the
young James could occupy part of the Glenbervie lands with the right of reversion.

In my search for heraldic evidence relating fo the Auchinlecks of Auchinleck and
Glenbervie, there were references to a seal used by a James of Kemnay in 1526.
Kemnay had belonged to two Melville sisters who had married the two sons of Sir
John Auchinleck of Auchinleck in the mid 1400s. The marriage of James of Kemnay
and Giles Melville had been referred to in Professor Fraser’s book on the Douglas
family as “a marriage without issue.” The discovery that within the archive documents
containing the seal of 1526 was a reference to the death of the second James Auchinleck
of Kemnay in March 1528 and a draft ofhis testament has enabled me to suggest that
James Auchinleck was the complainer as described above and was given the Kemnay
land for his lifetime. He had married a Janet Hepbum, one of the three daughters
of Sir Adam Hepburn of Craggis. Her earlier marriage to a John Somerville had been
dissolved in 1515/1516. She and her two sisters!' had inherited the estates of her
father in Aberdeenshire and Muretoun at Forfar after the early death of her brother.
James and Janet had a son William, and a daughter Cristine was also named in the
draft will. William was served heir 1n 1549 and became William of Schethin, which
was part of her inheritance. Later William had five daughters, and to pay for their
tochter, his lands were acquired by George Auchinleck of Balmanno.
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Privy Council records disclose that William had an illegitimate son named Robert
who was legitimised in September 1574 and who became servitor of George
Auchmleck of Balmanno. It 1s possible that this was the Robert who played a part in
saving James VI from being kidnapped by Francis Stewart, the 5% Earl of Bothwell
(son of the Regent Moray and Lady Jean Hepburn, sister of the 4% Earl of Bothwell
who married Queen Mary), but more research on that is needed. It is a further example
of the contribution of genealogy to Scottish history.

The Auchinleck chaplains of Drumlethie and of Perth.

There are references to a Sir James Auchinleck in Vatican records dating from 1530
when he resigned the living at Glenbervie, but he continued to hold office as chaplain
at Drumlethie nearby and appears as a witness to the marriage contract in 1543 of an
Alexander Falconer and Elizabeth Douglas, daughter of Archibald Douglas of
Glenbervie. He 1s designated Sir James, and on two occasions he acted as a witness
along with a George Auchinleck. His ancestral link is obviously significant but cannot
be located from public records currently available. Could there be a link with another
Sir James designated in later Privy Council records as “of Perth?” He had a natural
son, Thomas, who was legitimised by the Privy Council in 1578. In the same year he
1s listed as a servitor fo the Earl of Morton. What can now be confirmed is that he
was not the James Auchinleck of Kemnay referred to earlier. But there is evidence of
a small cluster of priests with the name Auchinleck, notably a Robert Auchinleck
who witnessed a charter as vicar of Menmuir in 1549 and who was still receiving the
living there and at Drumlethie before 1567, when he is succeeded on his death by a
John Auchinleck, reader at Glenbervie from 1563 to 1580. It is a complicated family
group, as 1t appears that Andrew, the father of George Auchinleck, was married on
three occasions: firstly to the daughter of Sir George Douglas of Pittendreich, who
appears fo be the Jane Douglas who died in December 1556 and who had a son John
acting as executor; then to a Katherine Raitt who died on 1% April 1563 and whose
only lawful son, Adam, was named executor in her will; and then to Jane Allardes
who was alive at the time of his death in February 1582 and by whom he had a son,
Andrew. What it indicates 1s that i addition to children of Andrew’s three marriages,
a potential two- or three-generation cluster continued to hold church office there after
the death of Alexander, the significant priest at Glenbervie, who died in Rome in
1525/26. There 1s no record of this Alexander having children or having been married,
but he would then be the exception to this Auchinleck group of married priests.
Auchinlecks later than 1580 in the area appear to be some of the “bairns™ referred to
in the will of Andrew Auchinleck’s last marriage to Jane Allardyce, but we know
only of the eldest of that group, Andrew. It is interesting that the wills of Katherine
and Jane were not registered until 14" April 1592.

Work on the Auchinlecks of Perth in the mid 1500s wilil be a future project.
Meanwhile another significant link has emerged. In Appendix 6 of the book on Robert
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Stewart Earl of Orkney by Peter Anderson (1982) there are notes on his servants and
followers. One of these listed is a Thomas Auchinleck, a Notary from 6 January
1576, born between 1550 and 1551, son of James Auchinleck of Perth. His protocol
book contains entries for Perth and Angus in his early years and he then appears to
have acted in Orkney. His testament designates him as commissary of Orkney. (SRO
CC 17/2/2)

Sir John Auchinleck, Priest at Holy Trinity at St Andrevws.

The article made a passing reference to Sir John Auchinleck, chaplain at Holy Trinity
in St Andrews in 1526. He appears to have had a more significant role, being referred
to as the granitar of the Priory of St Andrews in 1539 and, in that same year, being
described as servant to the Maister Household which involved him being responsible
for transport of the King’s cupboard from St Andrews to Kinghorn and of silver from
St Andrews to Dundee and back. Was he the Johannes Afflec listed as a student at St
Andrews University for the period 1509 to 15107 Was he the Sir John who was a
chaplain at Inverness and who had a link with a David Learmont? He was installed
there in 1509 by the Bishop of Moray who was also Commendator of Pittenweem.
What is certain 1s that in 1546, he was one of the chaplains to the initial group who
captured St Andrews Castle and took revenge, on Cardinal Beaton. He 1s referred to
along with John Knox in the Privy Council minutes as a conspirator in the murder of
Beaton and sentenced to imprisonment on the French galleys. Knox was to serve
nineteen months as a galley slave based in France, but Sir John Auchinleck is described
by Knox as spending his sentence in the Forth. His living at Crookston and Kiltearn
was forfeited. '

John was still in St Andrews in 1554 when he applied for absolution for killing 1n
defence of the castle after the murder of Beaton. For someone who took part in a
significant event in Scofttish history, it is surpnising that his family links have not yet
verified to date. 1t is now possible to suggest what may have happened to him after
1554 based on the following information, that Pittenweem and St Andrews Priories
were increasingly linked from 1540 and that he became John, the Chamberlain of
Pittenweem, He is first mentioned in 1558 when he and his wife, Isobél Wood, a
eranddaughter of Sir Andrew Wood, received land which was formerly part of the
Pittenweem Priory. They are recorded as occupying a house at the south-west corner
of the Priory buildings and had three children before his death in 1568. Interestingly,
Andrew Auchinleck, the father of George of Balmanno, makes an appearance when
he acts as Sasine Director for the Pittenweem land they acquired immediately before
the Reformation of 1560, and John’s will appears to have been recorded at the same
time as Andrews in 1583, even although he died in 1568. It is possible that they were
brothers but this cannot yet be verified. Interestingly, this 1s the only record traced of
Andrew acting as Sasine Director at that time.

There are a number of other factors that reinforce the network of influence in the St
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Andrews/Pittenweem area to which John, Chamberlain of Pittenweem, could have
been linked to at the time of the Reformation, and these are now being investigated.
One factor would include being part of a network involving the Regent Moray and
John Wood of Largo.!™ Previous suggestions that he moved from St Andrews to be a
reader at Glenbervie in 1567 and holder of the living at Menmuir from 1567-68 now
appear to be flawed.

John Auchinleck, “the last of the Roman priests.”

John Auchinleck, Warden of the Greyfriars of Haddington from 1560, was first
recorded as a friar there from 1543. His role in that office is described in some detail
in Thie Scotfish Greyfriars by David Bryce, as he appears to have deferred successfully
the transfer of the property to the Burgh of Haddington and also delayed accounting
for the income until 1572, when he was then granted a pension and later appointed a
reader at Athelstaneford in 1574. There are earlier references to him as a friar at
Greenlaw. Revisiting Privy Council records has now indicated that he was probably
John, the third son of Andrew and his first wife, and who along with Archibald
Auchinleck of Cumiedge in Berwickshire were frequently listed as brothers to George
Auchinleck of Balmanno. His apparent skills in management of land would fit with
the same skills of George Auchinleck of Balinanno and John Auchinleck, the granitor
at 5t Andrews Priory and possibly Chamberlain of Pittenweem. There are later
references to the name of Auchinleck in Haddington Burgh records and it is possible
that he was as worldly as the Elizabeth Hepburn, Prioress of the Nunnery at
Haddington. He died at Athelstaneford on the 26™ September 1578.

Patrick Auchinleck, Head of the grammar school at St Andrews

The March article did not mention this significant person living in St Andrews in the
1570s and acting as Minister of “Goddes Word” to Morton’s household. He was
probably at the Untversity of St Andrews in 1565-56, and he was appointed

Minister at Balmerino in Fife at the same time that he was a member of the Kirk
Session of St Andrews Parish Kirk. He was also appointed in Morton’s regency to be’
a member of a committee charged with the task to introduce ‘ane form of gramimar’
in Scotland. In January 1578, he was appointed “by the Crown” to be Presenter/
Chanter of Moray. In that year, he also became minister at Alves Kirk near Elgin,
where he died in 1581. It was therefore tempting to see him as part of the Balmanno
network, but evidence from his will indicates that his wife, Margaret Guthrie, had
extended famly at Elgin, and some of his estate is given to family of the Auchinlecks

of Dundee, with three members of the network listed as owing him money at his
death.

James Auchinleck of Twedy.

The final potential link with this man, who was referred to in a letter of 1627 written

The Scottish Genealogist 89




by Sir George Auchinleck, has also been investigated. In that letter it 1s suggested
that if there were writs relating to the loss of the Auchinleck estates, held by this man
or his father or grandfather, these would have been given to the Balmanno family.
There had been a branch of the Auchinlecks in the Lanark area first referred to in
1296. The land of Tuedy was acquired as a gift by the first James Hamilton of Fynart
of Tuedy and 1s recorded in 1535. He lost his lands after his death for treason 1n 1540
but it was restored to his son, James, by 1542. The land of Tuedy then transferred to
a James Auchinleck in 1542. This appears to be related to the marriage of James to a
Marion Hamilton, whose will is available for study but gives no clues as to genealogy
other than her husband and possible children. The life of the first James Hamilton of
Fynart is covered in some detail in the research by Jamie Cameron on James V and
the relationship with Sir George Douglas and the red Angus line was clearly
antagonistic. There is nothing to suggest an affinity with the Douglas of Glenbervie
line, he is descrnibed as anti-reformer and, against that background, James of Tuedy
must have belonged to a separate network, perhaps with earlier farmly connections.

Conclusion

The theme of the International Congress of 2006, with 1is emphasis on Myth and
Propaganda in Heraldry and Genealogy, offered an opportunity to revisit past errors
and reconstruct the relationship between some of the Douglas and Auchinleck family
networks of the 16™ century. It also reinforced the use of genealogy as a contribution
to the study of Scottish history. It was not possible to make a full disclosure of these
further findings in the conference paper, but this additional article allows them to be
recorded for future information

I am grateful for the help of Rosemary Bigwood in assisting in the interpretation of
earlier Scottish documents relating to this research.

i One sister, Helen had married Patrick Hepburn of Waughton. The second sister,
Elizabeth, had married Alexander Livingstone of Duniface. ‘

i He was to become secretary to the Regent Moray and be designated John Wood of
Tullidavie. He would have been a brother to Isobel Wood.

New Website

The new Lochaber College UHI Mallaig Electronic Library was created as a
contribution to Highland Year of Culture 2007. Funding was provided by Highland
2007 and the Crofters Commission.

The first entry is the 19th Century Napier Commission report into the life and times
of Highland crofters and cottars, one of Scotland’s most important historical records.
Now for the first time, if 1s available from the online elibrary.
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RECENT ADDITIONS to the LIBRARY

Compiled by Carol Stubbs

Biographical dictionary of Mull people: Macleans

(mainly in the 18" and 19" centuries) ! Jo Currie, comp.
Blackbum: the story of West Lothian’s cotton and coal town - Sybil Cavanagh
Dennyloanhead village

(part of Denny parish) bunals, pre-1855 (vol. B13) Cenftral Scotland F.H.S.
Easdale, Belnahua, Luing & Seil:

the islands that roofed the world Mary Withall
George Mackenzie, crofter & tailor of North Gairloch,

Ross-shire, Scotland Johnston, Murray G.
Gus am bris an la: Kilninian, Kilmore, Calgary, Ulva,

Gometra, Treshnish (monumental inscriptions) Margaret Brown et al
Hearth tax records:

Angus coastal parishes from Monifieth to Arbroath 1691 David Dobson
Hearth tax records: Burgh of Dundee 1691 David Dobson
Hearth tax records: Montrose and neighbouring parishes 1621 David Dobson
Historical sketch of the Municipal Constitution of the city of Edinburgh... (1826)°
History of Kilmore church Hilary M. Peel
Keppie descent Jim Keppie
Kilchattan kirkyard, '

including the monumental inscriptions Zoe D. Fleming, comp.
Lachlan Macquarie: from Mull to Australia Fiona Marsden

Memonal mscriptions of Langholm parish:
Part 1: Langholm (Old) and Staplegordon churchyards

Part 2: Wauchope churchyard Brenda Morrison & R.B. McCartmey
Memonal inscriptions of

Watcarrick and Eskdalemuir churchyards Brenda 1. Morrison, comp.
North Berwick burial and mortcloth records Joy Dodd, editor
Old Haddington Craig Statham
Roxburghshire: 1841 Census: an indexed transcription:

Ancrum, Ednam, Linton, Makerstoun Graham & Emma Maxwell
Roxburghshire: 1861 Census: an indexed {ranscription:

Roxburgh, St. Boswells, Smailholm Graham & Emma Maxwell
Ruthwell parish church

graveyard monumental inscriptions Dumfries & Galloway FH.R.C.
Scottish family tree detective:

tracing your ancestors in Scotland Rosemary Bigwood

Scottish maritime records 1600-1850: a guide for family historians David Dobson
Searching for Scotch-Irish roots in Scottish records 1600-1750 * David Dobson
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Selkirkshire: 1861 Census: an indexed transcription:

Kirkhope, Roberton Graham & Emma Maxwell
Tracing your Scottish ancestry
(revised and updated by Leslie Hodgson) Kathleen B. Cory

1. Inthe Foreword, family historians are wamed about serious shortcomings in Mull records-
some do not exist, others from 1827-1855 were possibly destroyed in a fire in the manse of
Kilninian, and there are many discrepancies in dates, with censuses fill of people up to 10
years too young. Facts in this book are obtained from many sources.

2. Appendix gives the main dates in the town’s history from 1764-2005. Chapters include coal
mining, shops & pubs, recreation, schools, and are 1llustrated with many photos. There is a
short list of mining fatalities

3. This book lists, among others, Aldermen & Lord Provosts of Edinburgh from 1296-1582,
Lord Provosts, Bailies, Deans of Guild & Treasurers from 1583-1826; Trades Councillors,
Deacon Convenors & Deacons of the 14 Incomporated Trades of the city from 1730-1826.
Also 1llustrated are the arms of the city, the Merchant Co. and the 14 Incorporations.

4. This booklet covers such subjects as church records, burgh records, port books, university,
family and estate records, with background information and explanations, and many
examples. It gives addresses of Archives and Family History Societies and libraries in S.W.
Scotland; also a bibliography of S.W. Scotland family histories, a general bibliography, and
index of names.

Two usetul Research Aids in the Library.

Have you ever looked in the files on the big table? They could
help you with your research.

The Blue Book - Census holdings in the library. This file details all the

information available for all the census retums. They are arranged alphabetically, by
County and Parish. It also lists the available Indexes, whether printed, fiche or CD,
and also the Census Films we hold.

The Black Book - Monumental Inscriptions, Death and Burial Records

available in the library, likewise arranged alphabetically, by County and Parish. Every
graveyard for which we have MlIs is listed, published or unpublished; with shelf
marks to locate them. Burial/mortcloth indexes are included, as are also the years for
which burial records are available in the OPRs .

We regularly purchase data published by all the Scottish Family History Societies
and aim to keep both these files regularly updated. If anyone observes any omissions,
please let us know.
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off with me. O the fright I did get, Allan® when he saw it turned pale and cried O
she'll be off and galloped after him, Cousin Roberf® called to Iiim to stop for it only
made Bob run faster but Allan was in too great panic to hear, he Allan I mean galloped
as fast as he could, not get up with My runaway, for a little time M Bob never stopped
till he reached the stable door, and was not I a very good rider to sit on. Allan told me
afterwards that I rode at the rate of more than 20 miles an hour:”

There is one letter written by Mary, to Elizabeth in 1823, which seems to refer to a _
return to Kilmaron Castle, where Robert’s uncle Robert lived, from David and
Elizabeth’s home in Edinburgh:

“we arrived yesterday safe & sound about 6 o ’clock having had a most prosperous
voyage & a very good luncheon at Dunnikier®. We found Major Moray in the house
having arrived the day before & forced to return home very early this mng which was
really most unfortunate Polly’ was a little tired in the evening so I packed her off to
bed early & today she seems quite brisk & vy happy with William whose delight witl;
her & the chair & whip is very great— they are out walking together just now — & she
said she was fo write to you to prove I had not popped her into the river in crossin g
I found Willian in high health & beauty - but it seems xxxx® was far more unhappy at
my absence than he was which is mistifying...”

Robert may indeed have been an able landlord but what little evidence there is points
in another direction. There are Strathendry estate papers in the NAS (GD446) which
include some letters from David Douglas to his brother Robert, one of which foresees
that the “poor old castle” under young Robert’s stewardship would not remain long
in the family; and one of the letters I have shows Robert writing to uncle David from

his Army barracks in Hounslow in 1813 begging for another £100 for new horses &
uniform.

Mary’s bereavements were indeed a heavy blow. In 1844 Cecilia, by then a wife and
mother, writes to Elizabeth:

“I'was sorry the day over cast again for your arriving at Strathendry wheré there was
once so much sunshine of young life and so many glad voices now heard no more on
earth — you have had your share in those bereavements dear Mama and yet you have
more remaining to love than poor cousin Mary...”

I believe Mary’s monogram is on the exterior of a house at the end of the lane leading
to the house & castle. The death of Col. Clephane in 1887 seems to have marked the
beginning of the end of Strathendry as an ancient family estate. On February 18%, i.e.
shortly after his death, Cecilia’s daughter-in-law writes to her sister;

“Certainly the young Clephanes’ do seem peculiar & unsatisfactory but M=
Cunningham will be glad that there seems no idea of selling the place in the meantime.”

However it was later sold by George Douglas Clephane (or George Douglas Douglas
Clephane as he seems to have called himself, as he was baptised George Douglas and
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his parents double-barrelled their name) to the Kirkcaldy magnate Robert Tullis, and
it has thankfully passed through a number of careful hands since and both the house
and the castle are still private homes. [ would be interested to hear from any of your
readers who know what became of the Clephane family and if there are any
representatives. I believe that George died in 1946.

Caroline speculates about the identity of the wife of Andrew Clephane. She was
Anna Maria Douglas, the daughter of Robert (brother of William Ann and David).
Finally your readers may be interested to know that the portrait of David Douglas’s
great-aunt Margaret, mother of Adam Smith, has been restored and 1s now on display
at the Kirkcaldy Museum and Art Gallery.

Robert Bouglas
Of Strathendry = Susanna
16491706 1688 Balfour

John = (Cedilia AdamSmith = Margaret
16901727 b. 1697 1679-1723 1720 1694-1784

Robert = Cicllia Craigie Adam
1716-1803 1752 7271774 17231790

Willamm Ann = Rebecca Dalefel Robhet = AnnaMaria David = Elizabeth
17534796 1790 1772-1799 17601834 Ashenhurst Lord Reston 1805 Craigie

‘ 1760 1769-1819 I 1783-1847

Cecilia Robert = Mary Sidney Andrew = AnnaMara WiliamBruce = Cecilia Margaret Adam Smith
179i-1834 1794-i844 821 Douglas Clephane 1817 17931844  Cunningham 1834 i813-1898 1816-1838
1796-1882 1780-1838 » 1806-1878

-y

Wilham Robert Douglas = Anne Lane Ping Smilh
1822-1833 1821-1887 1855 1830-1882

Mary Cecilia Annie Juliet Bertha Wilmina Geonge Douglas
b 1857 b. 1853 b. 1860 1863-1946

The chart shown above 1s simplified and does not show all family members.

! her brother

a groom

i.e. Mary’s husband

In Kirkcaldy, then the home of the Oswalds
Cecilia

illegible; perhaps a dog

George and his sisters

w W I W kD
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Reviews

The Scottish family tree defective: tracing your ancestors in Scotland
by Rosemary Bigwood. Manchester University Press, 2006.
ISBN: Paperback 0 7190 7185 2, £9.99.

The appearance of this monograph is to be welcomed, particularly since Mrs Bigwood’s
previous book on Scottish family history has been out of print for few years. The new
work 1s a much-expanded version, though continuing the systematic approach apparent
in the earlier title. It would be tiresome to enumerate the book’s contents - to me it
seems to deal with everything that we might expect such a work to contain, and as
such bears comparison with Kathleen Cory’s Tracing Your Scottish Ancestry. Mrs
Bigwood’s enquiry methodology, clearly based on her considerable experience as a
researcher in genealogy, is one of the book’s most atiractive features, allowing the
reader/prospective researcher to move with a minimum of disruption from one aspect
of her/his family history to another. There is good advice on the problems to be
encountered in using basic tools like registration records, census records and old
parish registers as well as a comprehensive treatment of secondary sources, including
legal records. Inevitably there are omissions, Perhaps the book was completed before
the recent changes at the Scottish Catholic Archives, which, though mentioned, it is
not provided with an address. A very useful feature is the appendix containing an
alphabetical list of Scottish parishes, particularly useful when doing research in the
National Archives, since the pre 1975 counties, Sheriff Court, Commissary Court
references and appropriate towns or villages are given for each parish.

Mrs Bigwood handles the 1ssue of information available on-line by describing its
uses and noting the short-lived nature of many sites. Though the advice given is
helpful and sensible perhaps she takes less account of this important new source than
a book published in 2006 might be expected to contain. The book has an extensive
bibliography relevant to its purpose, which researchers will find useful. The blurb

claims this title as suitable for beginners but its frue value might be for intermediate
and advanced users.

This book may be purchased from the Scottish Genealogy Society, either on the

website: www.scotsgenealogy.com or from the Sales Secretary at 15 Victoria Terrace,
Edinburgh, EH1 2JL.

Jim Cranstoun

North Berwick Burial & Mortclotlh Records
transcribed and edited by Joy Dodd
Scottish Genealogy Society, 2007. ISBN 1 904060 390

As family historians, we spend more and more time looking at lists — indexes to
censuses, parish registers, statutory registers, collections of people of a certain
occupation or descriptive lists of documents. Much admirable work has been
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completed in these fields in recent years, though occasionally enthusiasm has outrun
expertise and omissions and mistakes have defracted from the value of the results.
Good listings — whatever their form — can provide an invaluable a key to opening
another door on the past. It is, therefore, with pleasure, that we welcome the
publication of more of Joy Dodd’s work — a volume of transcribed entries of burial
and mortcloth records for North Berwick covering the period 1661 to 1855.

Despite the various injunctions of the Church, death and burial records were the least
well-kept parish registers and for many Scottish parishes there are no surviving
registers. In North Berwick there are some records but they are in no way complete.
There are scattered entries of deaths for the years 1662 -16385, followed by a long gap
till 1795 when we find mortcloth records till 1831 and deaths from 1826 till 1855.
Joy Dodd has, however, managed to supplement the information in the parish registers
from other sources. She found a number of mnrtclnth and other death entries in the
North Berwick kirk session accounts for the years 1661-1683 and 1692-1721, while
the burgh records have supplied further information for the eighteenth century — deaths
of baillies and town officers mentioned in the burgh court books, accounts of money
paid in for the ringing of the town’s bell at a funeral and an account of burials in 1735.

It is interesting to note that though there are date overlaps in some of the sources
consulted, in very few cases is there more than one entry relating to a particular death
or burial in the different records. Michael Cassie died at the age of 71 on 13 October
1829 and the payment of the hire of the mortcloth at his funeral was entered on 25"
October — but this double reference 1s rate.

Entries are listed alphabetically under the name’of the deceased, with names spelt as
they occur in the records, followed by a comment on the entry: mortcloth, burial or
age at death if given and very occasionally cause of death. The date given may refer
to date of death, of burial or date of payment for hire of a mortcloth when entered by
the parish treasurer. The inclusion of all these details, therefore, provides a complete
extract of all the information in the entries. One disadvantage of this arrangement 1s
perhaps that it is not possible to see at a glance where the main gaps in the records
occur and how many entries were made in each year — but the coverage of each
source is clearly stated in the introduction to the booklet.

It is important to bear in mind that indexes and transcripts do not produce all the
answers. Itis easy to judge the relevance of some of these bunal entries — for example,
Elizabeth Grieve is described as relict of Wm Skeldon and died aged 74 years in 1832
— but in many cases the details in the records are too sparse to make positive
identification of the deceased possible. It may be difficult to determine whether the
details of payment for the mortcloth of James Grieve in 1811 — no age or personal
description - concem the James Grieve whom you 1nay be researching. This 1s a fault
of the source, not of the franscriber.

This volume of North Berwick burial and mortcloth records is therefore a most useful
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addition fo genealogical resources for those researching families in the area and is
once again evidence of Joy Dodd meticulous and intelligent work.

Rosemary Bigwood

Comely Bank Cemetery, Edinburgh: Monumental Inscriptions
transcribed, edited and compiled by Craig Ellery, Scottish Genealogy Society,
2006, £13.50, ISBN: 0 1904060 42 0. The title is also available as a CD for £10.

The Edinburgh Cemetery Company opened Comely Bank Cemetery in 1898. This
volume contains 2499 inscriptions dating from the opening year up to the present
century. 102 stones are lying face down and therefore cannot be read. As well as
giving details of those who lived and died in this area of Edinburgh the cemetery lists
many military burials dating from both world wars. During the Great War Craigleith
Poorhouse, adjacent to the Cemetery, was occupied by the Second Scottish General
Hospital. During the Second War military hospitals were in Edinburgh Castle,
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary and Bangour Hospital. Section I of the of Comely Bank
Cemetery contains the War Memorial and over a hundred gravestones for soldiers,
sailors and airmen, not only from Scotland and other parts of Britain but from New
Zealand, Australia and Canada, and one from Finland. An interesting if sad feature
of many of the deaths recorded in 1918/19 was that they died in the great influenza
epidemic. Here were men who had survived the hazards of war but who succumbed
during recuperation from their wounds. There are also many military burials in other
parts of the Cemetery.

However, most of the stones relate to those who inhabited this placid area of north-
central Edinburgh. Being essentially a twentieth century burial ground the inscriptions
are largely short and of a personal nature unlike the more informative style of those in
Edinburgh cemeteries dating from the middle of the nineteenth century, which often
give details of occupations, The book 1s attractively produced and contains clear
plans of the general layout and the main sections of the Cemetery as well as a number
of photographs.

Thus title may be purchased from the Society’s website shop: www.scotsgenralogy.com
or by application to the Sales Secretary at 15 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh, EH1 2JL.

Jim Cranstoun

A Scottish Family: the Story of Eight Generations, by Betty Willsher.
Librano Publishing Ltd (www.librario.com), 2005. ISBN 1-904440-51-7

The front cover shows two portraits: one in needlework, of a sister by a sister; the
second a modern digital photograph of a little imp in her jeans and strippit top, clutching
what looks like a toy telephone. It heralds what is within the pages, a tale which spans
centurles from an era when everything was recorded by hand to the technological age
when information flies around the globe at inconceivable speed. And this is indeed a
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story of a family of those centuries, recounted not only with historical accuracy and
thorough research, but also with great aftection.

The story centres largely around the Russell family in Elgin, which was influential in
that Burgh by dint of editing The Elgin Courant, becoming Lord Provost, and so on.
Thus Mrs Willsher was enviably fortunate to have access to relevant printed newspaper
and burgh records, as well as to many family letters and journals, which describe
both day-to-day activities and travels around the world. Extracts from all these, together
with her genealogical research, have been set against the backdrop of national,
international and local history, together with social change, to form a very impressive
biography of her family. Interspersed, from time to time, are anecdotes, often amusing,
of the research journey.

The characters “come alive” on the pages, as any good author ought to ensure. And
are we not all descended from people rather from Ancestors Nos. x, y and z?

From all the above sources the book is able to portray family members’ endeavours,
hopes, delights, discords, anxieties and sadnesses, as well as their usual recorded
events, and much of this type of information 1s unavailable to most of us. Mrs Willsher
has wisely kept genealogical tables to a minimum, listing the salient lines at the end
of each pertinent chapter.

It’s in a narrative style and is very readable indeed. There are threads followed through
the tale, as there are in this history. Amongst other factors, I enjoyed the extracts from
journals, recording visits here and there, journeys, concerts and even an air raid. I’'m

sure that Mrs Willsher’s ancestors, if they could read it, would be astonished by this
book!

If anyone intends to publish their own family history, they could do a lot worse than
to follow this excellent example.

Betty Willsher’s previous publications include Understanding Scottish Gravestones,
How fo Record Scottish Graveyards and Scottish Epitaphs.

Caroline Gerard

Knowing Your Grandfather: Joseph William Wilson 1879-1958
by Malcolm Cant. Malcolm Cant Publications, 2004. ISBN 0-9526099 7 5

Although this book is now a couple of years old, it’s well worth a belated review,
following that of Betty Willsher’s biography of her family.

Mr Cant set out to discover more about his maternal grandfather’s life, and also of his
maternal grandmother’s, rather than to record as much genealogy as possible. This
erandfather was born in Minnigaff, Kirkcudbrightshire, and migrated to Edinburgh
to become a police officer. Along the way were discovered a few surpnses, of course.

In order to record properly his grandparents’ lives, Mr Cant pored over not only the
usual main genealogical material but also poorhouse records, school records and many
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thousands of pages of police records. The number of hours involved must be close to
incalculable. His account of the research involved really should have been dull and
tedious, but his natrative style kept me turning the pages to read more and more. He
encountered many helpful people on his journey, who have all been acknowledged,
with his customary courtesy.

Malcolm Cant is of course weel-kent to Embra folk, who will be unsurprised to learn
that the book 1s sprinkled with many location photographs, both old and new, which
we all enjoy so much.

Do not attempt a published family history in this style unless you’re at least as good
an author as i1s Malcolm Cant!

Caroline Gerard

Editorial Introduction

Greetings {from your new Editor!

First of all, I’d like to pay due tribute to Gregory Lauder-Frost. In his three-year
tenure, he instigated some splendid improvements to the Journal, and on these I should
like to build.

In my view, the Journal ought to refiect the broader spectrum of our collective ancestry,
demonstrate that family history is not just a matter of collecting hundreds of years’
worth of dates of Births, Mairiages and Deaths, but also of understanding the lives of
our forebears and how their lives may affect ours even now. Sometimes this requires
a ot of lateral searching and sometimes the lucky break. Some of the articles in this
1ssue, notably those by Rosemary Bigwood and Jessié Denholm, illustrate this point.

Also, I believe that there are many good writers with fascinating stories amongst our
membership, although they themselves may not realise it! Lots of people have had to
learn new skills to pursue their ancestry: why not writing t00?

I gathered a small team around me, of-Joy Dodd and Pam Graham (who now must
step back a b1t due to 1li-health). Talk to any of us, almost any time. In the past few
weeks we’ve received many comments and suggestions, together with practical
assistance, Please keep it coming!

Caroline Gerard
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DALGETY’S REVIEW — WESTERN AUSTRALIA

MERCHANTS AND SHIPS’ CHANDLERS,
SYDNEY TOWN, 1852

RULES FOR CLERICAL STAEF

102

.

O

10.

il.

12.

13.

Godliness, Cleanliness and Punctuality are the necessities of a good business.
On the recommendation of the Governor of this Colony, this firm has reduced
the hours of work ad the Clerical Staff will now only have to be present
between the hours of 7am. and 6pm. on weekdays. The Sabbath is for
worship, but should any Man-of-war or other vessel require victualling the
Clerical Staff will work on the Sabbath.

Daily prayers will be held each morning in the Main Office. The Clerical
Staff will be present.

Clothing must be of a sober nature. The Clerical Staff will not disport
themselves of raiment of bright colours nor will they wear hose unless in
good repatr.

Over shoes and Top-Coats may not be worn in the Office, but neck scarves
and headwear may be worn in inclement weather.

A stove 1s provided for the beneiit of the Clerical Staff. Coal and wood
must be kept in the locker. It is recommended that each member of the
Clericl Staff bring four pounds of coal each day during cold weather.

No member of the Clerical Staff may leave the room without the permission
of Mr. Ryder. The Clerical Staff may use the garden below the second gate.
This area must be kept in god order.

No talking is allowed during business hours.

The craving of tobacco, wines and spirits 1s a human weakness and, as such,
is forbidden to all members of the Clerical Staff.

Now that the hours of business have been drastically reduced, the partaking
of food 1s allowed between 11.30am. and noon, but work will not, on any
account, cease,

Members of the Clerical Staff will provide their own pens. A new sharpener
is available, on application to Mr. Ryder.

Mr. Ryder will nominate a Senior Clerk to be responsible for the cleanliness
of the main office and the private office and all boys and juniors will report
to him 40 minutes before prayers, and will remain afer closing for similar
work. Brushes, Brooms, Scrubbers and Soap are provided by the Owners.
The new increased weekly wages are hereunder detailed:

Junior Boys (to 11 years) - 1/4.
Boys (12 to 14 years) - 2/1.
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