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Such speculation takes us a long way however from the solid records of the Mclyeills,
McY eals, Mclgheills, McGheills etc. to be found in the mid-18* century throughout
Lo, from Lismore in the north to Kilduskland in the south; and it would be interesting
to know if any bearers of such names are to be found anywhere in the world today (and
rare forms of old Gaelic names often do survive still in the New World though extinct

on this side of the water) — or have their descendants all eventually become Bells,
MacMillans, or MacGills? |

NOTES

a I

George E. Black, Surnames of Scotland (New ank 1946) 49? Andrew M::Kerral Kmryfe
in Seventeenth Century (1948), 167.

The other McGill{e} names in, Kmtyre: are MuG:IIechattanchIlchattan M::Ilchunneltef
Cnnley, Mcllheany, Mclichier, and M::Ilvrennemch sée McKerral, op. cit., Appendix 1.

Black, op.sit., 510. The earliest referencﬂ to the Lochaber Macmillans being known as the
MacGilveils is to be found in William Buchanan of Auchmar, An Account c:-f the MacMilians
in A Historical and Genealogical Essay wpor the Family and Surname of. Buchanan (1723),
125; and the equation of M’Ghille- mhaml and M’Mhaolain is made in Alexander Macbain,
Etymological Dictionary of the Gaehc Language (Stirhing, 1911), 408. See Somerled
MacMillan, The MacMillans and their Septs (Glasgow, 1952), 14, for many other forms of
the surname, including McIlveile and Mcllyuyle and for proof of the equivalence of MclIlvoile
and Mclyeill see NAS: SC.51/48 (Argyll - Reg:srer of Bonds), Volume 16, page 183 —along
with the entries referred to below in Note 9.

Gylcrist Macmal in Fife in 1362 appearsin Inc!:r:ufm Charters (SHS, 3" Series, xxxii, 1938),
36, No. 37; John Makniul, bowman in Borlumi in 1545, appears among a list of Glen Urquhart
tenants in William Mackay, Urquhart and Glenmoriston (Inverness, 1914), Appendix B,
page 471, while his namesake in Lochalsh three years later — who’s also a bowman — is
referred to in S. MacMillan, The MacMfillans..., op.cit., 94. The Dumbarton inquest jury
featuring Johin MacGalle is given in APS, 1, 92, and Gilchrist M Kille 1s referred to in OPS,
II, Part 1, 97.

The traditional accounts of the “Campbells” of Craignish are to be found in House of Argyll
— Clan Campbell (Glasgow, 1971), 85-105; MS History of Craignish (Craignish MS), ed.
Herbert Campbell in SHS Miscellany IV (Edinburgh, 1926); Archibald Campbell, Haifs and
Strays of Celtic Tradition: I: Argylishire Series (London, 1889). For the contemporary records
referred to see OFS, II, Part 1, 45, 91, 96; Glassarie Writs in Highland Papers 1T (SHS, 2
Series, 1916}, No. VI & notes on page 132, and notes to No. X on page 140.

Archibald Campbell, op.cit., 3. Other examples of Clann Ghille Maoil appearing unrecognised
as MacMillans are to be found in Speyside and on the Black Isle — with in both cases the
epithet “Dubh” also being applied to them (possibly a case of literally ‘blackening their
name!). The Maol element is explained again as bonnet-less in one, and as steel-helmeted in
the other; see Rev. W. Forsyth, In the Shadow of Cairngorm (Inverness, 1900), 82; Alexander
Mackenzie, History of the Camerons (Inverness, 1884), 57; John Maclean, Historical &
Traditional Sketches (Inverness, 1893), 125.

Macrath ap Molegan appears in the Ragman Roll (CDS 11, 198) and Gylbricht McMalene
in RMS, I, App. 2, 530, No. 315.
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5 Craignish MS, op. cit., 215, 227-30, 238-40; House of Argyil, op. cit,, 92-101 & 105; OPS,
op. cit., 97.

° House of Argyll, op. cit., 98-9. The bond of manrent is given in Craignish MS, 282, No. 986.
For Duncan the drover in Kilmichael, Glassary, see amongst many entries in the Register of
Bonds, SC.51/48,Vol. 17, pages 138 (as Mcllvoil), 149 (as McYeill or Mcllvoill or Bell —all
in the same entry), 172 (as Mclyeill), 323 (as Mclyeall), 444 (as McIgheill), 455 (as McGheill),
470 (as Mclyeile).

10 For the Leny tree see Graeme M. Mackenzie, The de Lanys or Lennies of that in llkin The
Scottish Genealogist, Vol. L, No. 1 (March 2003), 18. “MacMillan’s Rock™ can be found on
OS Landranger No. 62 at co-ordinates 735593, Malcolm McBell, Daniel McBell and
Alexander McBell appear on a tax list of 1795 in Richmond County, North Carolina. The

parents of the first “Bell” bomn in Inverary - Mary who was baptised 1n 1743 — were married
14 years earlier as Archibald McIlvoile and Christian Mcllvoile - OPR 513.

11 The “Bellis” are listed amongst the unruly clans of the West Marches in 1587 — see 4PS, 111,
466 — and the various theories about their origins are set out in James Steuart, The Bell
Family in Dumfries-shire (1932). Gilbert MacBell appears as le fiz Bel in CDS, II, 397, and
Donaid MacCane as /e fitz Can in APS, 1, 85, & CDS§, 11, 215-6 (amongst numerous entries),
as MacCan in a law action at Wigtown referred to in Richard Oram, Lordship of Galloway
(Edinburgh, 2000), 208, and as Mackane (in his grandson’s patronymic) in RXS, Robert I,
622,

2 For James M’ Gile/M ’Gill see Black, op. cit., 497, and for the claimed descent of the Makgills
of Rankeillour see peerage entries for the Viscounts of Oxtuird.

Scottish Association of Family History Societies

17th Annual Conference
‘Education & Recreation’

The Visitor Centre, New Lanark,
Saturday 22nd April 1006 10am - 5 pm

Conference Tickets @ £10 each or £12 with lunch.

Details & Booking Forms from Conference Secretary
Lanarkshire Family History Society
26A Motherwell Business Centre,
Coursington Road,

Motherwell ML1 1PW
www.lanarkshirefths.org.uk’
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THE McPHERSON’S OF GLENLIVET
An example of research in Roman Catholic Records

by Kenneth A M Nisbet

The object of this article is introduce readers to the type of records that can be found
with the archives of the Roman Catholic Church, in this c¢ase concerning the RC
families from Gilenlivet in Banffshire.

When I first started tracing my family history, as far as I knew my family had been
solidly Protestant in their religion being adherents of the Church of Scotland, or the
various other Protestant denominations. It was with interest that I found that this had
not always been the case. One branch of my mother’s ancestors had descended from
a family living in Glenlivet, one of the strongholds for the Roman Catholic Church in
Scotland. My 2* great grandparents William McPherson and Ann Rennie or Rannie
had married on 25" January 1856, at the Church of Scotland Manse, Aberlour. Ann’s
background was Church of Scotland, William was the son of Paul McPherson, a crofter
and Army Pensioner, and his spouse Catherine Christie, and had been baptised into the
Roman Catholic Church when he was born at Glenlivet in 1832.

This introduced to me to a new group of records which had to be searched. Roman
Catholic baptisms and marriages and death records do not appear in the Old Parish
Registers, and these appear in Series RH21 at New Register House. The original
records are to be found at the best source for Catholic Records in Scotland, at the
Archives of the Roman Catholic Church at Drummond House in-Edinburgh.

When Paul and Catherine were married on the 6™ of May 1823, their marriage doesnot
appear 1n the Catholic Records but does appear in the Church of Scotland Old Parish
Register. This was possibly due to change between priests in the Glenlivet area, as the
records for the early 1820°s are not well kept. A survey of marriages between 1830 and
1850 shows that it was normal practice for the banns to be recorded in both the
Protestantand Catholicrecords, and the Catholic records contain additional information
as the example below shows. Ann McPherson being the sister ofthe above William and
daughter of Paul and Catherine

Parish Register Glenlivet (Inveravon)
Charles Donaldson Dulrig of Corgaff in the parish of Strathdon and Ann Mcpherson
at Scalan in this parish were married on the 15" November 1850.! .

Chapeltown Marriages 1829 — 1970

14" November 1850

Charles Donaldson anative of Aberdeen, son of Andrew Donaldson and Mary Gordon,
and Ann McPherson daughter of Paul McPherson and Catharine Christie Fuearan of
Scalan having been legally proclaimed in the Kirk of Inveravon, and on three
consecutive Sundays here in'St. Mary’s, upon no objéctions having been found were
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lawfully married by me on the fourteenth day of November eight hundred and fifty
years. The witnesses were Robert McPherson Fuearan of Scalan, Robert Gordon
Baffiesh and others.?

Paul McPherson and Catherine Christie had nine children. Their eldest son Paul
attended the Roman Catholic Seminary at Blair’s College near Aberdeen and then the
Scots College in Rome from 1837 to 1840. Paul did not enter the priesthood but
returned to Scotland and married his first wife Margaret Laing 1n 1847. He and
Margaret had eight children and it would appear from tracing the records of this branch
of the family that they remained in the Catholic Church. The next child of Paul and
Catherine was the above Ann. John, the second son, married in Tough, Aberdeenshire,
and lived there all his married life. However he had his eldest chiid baptised in
Glenlivet

“Duncan lawful son of John McPherson & Elizabeth Gall residing in the parish of
Towie was born 11" December 1851 and baptised 24" February 1852, sponsors
George McPherson, Scalan, Elizabeth Stuart, East Auchavaich,™

In many respects Roman Catholic baptismal records are similar-to those found in the
QOld Parish Registers, with the name of the child, the parents’ names, and the witnesses
to the baptism.

Of John and Elizabeth’s five children, only one child, a daughter Catherine, remained
inthe Catholic Church. Duncan, although baptised as a Catholic, married in the Church
of Scotland, and his children were all baptised in the Church of Scotland.

The third son of Paul and Catherine was Donald, who lived all his life in Glenlivet,

married Jane Milne, and also had five children, all of whom were baptised in the
Roman Catholic Church. ]

The fourth son was my ancestor, William McPherson. He and his wife Ann had four
children who survived to adulthood. The three sons of whom the eldest John 1s my
ancestor, were Protestants, but the daughter, Jessie, was baptised in the Roman
Catholic Chapel at Dufftown, in the parish of Mortlach, Jessie worked as a domestic
servant for the Priest at Dufftown, and then at Blair’s College. She was married in the
Roman Catholic Cathedral in Aberdeen, and is buried in the Roman Catholic Cemetery
of St. Peter’s, Aberdeen, as 1s her mother Ann.

The fifth son, Alexander, has still to be traced.-His younger brother, the sixth son,
Robert, lived and worked in Glenbuchat, the neighbouring parish to Glenlivet, butin
Aberdeenshire. Robert with his wife Jean Beattie had nine children, all of whom were
baptised and married in the Church of Scotland. His younger siblings Janet and
Catherine both died in their 20’s and their deaths are recorded in the death registers for
Chapeltown, Glenlivet. | |

The father of Paul McPherson was John McPherson, a crofter in (Glenlivet. John had
“a brother, -Paul, who was known as “Abbe Paul” a very important figure in the history
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of the Roman Catholic Church in Scotland. He was the Rector of the Scots College in
Rome for 44 years, in particular during the.period of the Napoleonic Wars. Paul was
born at a croft near Scalan on 4" March 1756, and died on 24" November 1846.
Amongst the records to be found in the Catholic Records is a biography he wrote of
his life some of which is shown below (the English and Grammar have not been
corrected). “

i

“ My father was Paul McPherson who had a small farm at Scalan in Glenlivet. His oreat
grandfather John left Badenoch for a motive not very honourable. John’s father was
a second son of Macpherson of Flenas and was called Murdoch. This Murdoch had in
marriage this John and another son who happened to have acquired a quarrel with one
of the Grants of Rothiemurcas. The feelings ran so high that in those barbarous times
when everyone thought himself to be judge and party. Murdoch’s two sons resolved
to get rid of their enemy by taking away his life this barbarous resolution was soon
carried to effect. i

The Grants of Strathspey were it appears more civilized than their neighbours in
Badenoch though determined to be revenged on the injury to their clan by the brothers
they completed it in a legal manner. I know.not what by means this got effected but the
fact 1s they lodged the murders in the county prison at Elgin sentence of death was
passed on both by the judge according to the laws of the country and the day of
execution appointed. The Macpherson’s of B:adenqch partly no doubt on account of
natural affection but principally on account of the stain of infamy such a punishment
would bring on the name resolved to rescué the culprits from the punishment
against them. A dozen ofthe stoutest and most resolute of the clan offered their services
which was readily accepted for this cause. The most profound secrecy of the whole
undertaking was resolved. These twelve men set off for Elgin on a Saturday all on foot
coniriving their joumey so as to reach Elgin when the inhabitants would be at church.
Having got to the lowlands it occurred to them that when they should have succeeded
in liberating their friends from jail all could make their escape on horseback easier than
on foof and having no horses of their they provided themselves out of the best stables
that lay on their way. They reached Elgin about the time they proposed left their horses
without the town with a few of their company to guard them and the rest marched
boldly through the town to the Tollbooth the doors of which having provided
instruments for the purpose they soon threw open and met with no further resistance
in liberating their friends. By the time the service of Church was ended the streets were
crowded with people but the Macpherson’s being strongly armed none offered to give
them any hindrance. They and their rescued friends mounted their horses and without
any inferruption reached Badenoch before they slept.

The hue and cry was soon raised against them by the magisirates of Elgin and the —
pursued them to Badenoch. The twelve together with the two brothers betook
themselves to their hiding places in their mountains where they were secure at least for
the present. There they remained for several weeks through the influence of
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Rothiemurcas who eagerly desired to be revenged for the death of his relative
contimued as hot as ever. The Macpherson’s tired so long of living in their caves and
separated from friends and family and apprehending they at last would be exposed to
discovery should the — officers them with the diligence they thereto had
done. another bold resolution than to get into their custody the Laird of
Rothiemurcas, who they knew was the main instigator and cause of the strict and long
search made for them by the . Accordingly having by means of the friends with
whom eluding the diligence of their pursuers they carried on frequent correspondence,
got the necessary intelligence they all in a body made their way travelling always at
night to Rothiemurcas House which they forced open and with little or no resistance
carried of their prize and conducted him to their cave.

In other respects however they behaved civilly to their prisoner who finding himself
entirely in their power and that in such a wilderness had serious apprehension for his
life and that self preservation alone forced them to the measure they had taken. They
soon came to agreement Grant promised not to urge the pursuit of the two brothers, nor
to inform against the delivery. This way all the Macpherson’s wanted. They knew they
could rely on his promise which in those days was the most sacred oath that could be
given in their country. A highland man in those times would rather kill a hundred men
than break his word, once should he dare to do 1t he could not expect to be so long with
his life, he would be considered a ~— and taking on of his life would be
considered a memorable action.

Rothiemurcas returned to his own house without further molestation and now it
remains to be determined to dispose of the two brothers. The affair had made some
noise and the government appeared determined to allow such an 1nsult to its authority
not to go unpunished. It was therefore judged impossible they would escape being
seized 1f they remained 1n the country and it was unanimously agreed they should be
retired at least for some time to some distant place. They remembered the length of
Strathaven where one of them mamed and was the route of Macpherson’s 1n
that country. The other married in Glenlivet and from him all the Macpherson’s there
are descended. He was the great grandfather of my father.

Hawving thus traced so far as can be certainly can be had my ongins without dwelling
longer on so untrusting a subject. I come to talk of myself and give a sketch of my own
life which can only interest in so far as it 1s interwoven with particulars relative to
religion which perhaps will be regarded by any other. I was born at Scalan in Glenlivet
in lawtul — on 4" March 1756 of Paul Macpherson and Janet Cummin both
Catholics and baptized by Mr William Grant. I was sent at six years of age after I lost
my mother to a Catholic school that kept at Clasmore there I contrived for a year but
raised little benefit from it. An old woman in the neighbourhood of my father’s farm
taught school finding I made Iittle proficiency at Clasmore I was sent to fhis teacher
where I made rapid progress for the good old woman paid all the attention in her powers
she taught me to read but could not teach me to write.”

168 - The Scottish Genealogist




Ofthe 657 known descendants of Paul McPherson and his wife Janet Cummin it would
appear that those who stayed in the Parish of Glenlivet in the 19® Century remained
in the Catholic Church. Whilst those who moved away were more likely to join the
Protestant Church this is particularly true in the case of the male descendants whose
spouse was brought up in the Protestant church. It was the female descendants who
appeared more likely to remain in the faith of their baptism.

The Catholic records for births and marriages and deaths in Glenlivet unfortunately
only exist for the 19* and 20™ centuries. However there are extra records in the form
of the “Status Anarium” or parish census which was held by the parish priest. These

exist for 1814, 1822, 1839, 1841 and 1849.

An example of the 1814 records is:

Scalan

| John McPherson ‘ Widower ‘ Crofter ]

John McPherson Children |

Jean McPherson ‘ ‘ i
|
|

| Paul McPherson
i George McPherson

3
| Isobel McPherson 3
| Elspet McPherson 1

Grandchildren

For 1839
The Rev Charles Gordon entered upon the Church of Chapeltown 17 April 1839
A Census of his flock was held on 12% June 1839

Badaglashan

409 | Paul McPherson | 56
| 410 | Catherine Christie 36
|411 Ann McPherson I 14
| 412 | John McPherson | 13

413 | Donald McPherson | 8 l
414 | William McPherson 7
415 | Robert McPherson | 4
416 | Janet McPherson 2 |

Eldest Son Paul at Scots College Rome?

It was only by examiming these records that I found out that Paul had been at the Scots
College at Rome and this in turn in meant an examination of the College Regmters
which are also to be found in the archives at Drummond House.

The above article shows that the records maintained by the Roman Catholic Church
can be of great importance in researching your family history. The fact is that
individuals did not always stay within the church in which they were baptised. If you
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have an ﬁpcestnr from one of Catholic strongholds in Scotland whose records cannot
be found in the Old Parish Registers it may be to your advantage to check these records
and they are not at present on the Internet. So do make use of the archives in Edinburgh.
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Original Sources _
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Online Genealogy Research

Online Survey aims to Research e-Genealogy

A PhD study is underway at the Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen, examining
Intemet family history resources and their users. This will investigate the users
themselves, howusers view both e-genealogical resources and libraries, and how these
resources are used within the research process. One of the eventual aims of the project
is to highlight methods of promoting the “added value’ of UK Local Studies Library
Collections, increasing their visibility to users online. The research also aims to
identify, categornise and examine the available resources: developing specific evaluative
criteria and promoting increased awareness and understanding within the library
community in order to maintain a quality level of service for genealogical researchers
in libraties.

The first stage of the project is a 5-minute online survey, which hopes to gather more
information about anyone accessing UK information online for their family history
research.

ThlS can be found at: http: f/WWW researchmgegenealngy co.uk

For further details on the survey Or any aspect of the research, please contact Kate
Friday at prs.friday@rgu.ac.uk *
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“The Apparent Blue-Green Sheen
of a Crow Flying Against the Sun”:

Two Oral Histories of Captain “Donnull Gorm” Macdonell
78" Foot (Fraser’s Highlanders)”

By Ian McCulloch

N
]

“Donull Gorm” Macdonell, of Benbecula (c.1728-1760) was the second and natural
son of Ranald Macdonell, 17" “Old” Clanranald, and ahalf-br-:::ther tothe 18" “Young’

Clanranald. His younger half—-bmther William, also served in the 78t F{}{}t “Donull
Gorm” had joined the French Army before the Jacobite rebellion in 1745 and had
fought at Stirling where he was wounded and subsequently went into hiding on Ulist.

When he heard of the surrender of his regiment after Culloden, he acted swiftly to
ensure he was treated as a French officer vice arebel as Britain had a cartel with France
and Spain for the exchange of prisoners of war. After giving himselfup, he wrote from
his cell in Edinburgh Castle, 15 December 1746: “I went to France in year 1742 and
served as Cddet in Booth's Reg™. till I got a Company in Drummond’s Re g™, [Royal
Ecossais] the year 44 and came along with it to Scotland in Nov'. 45, and being
wounded before Sterling, I returned to my father’s country, where I remained till
hearing that all my Reg™. surrender’d themselves prisoners of War at Inverness, after
the Battle of Culloden, I was desirous of doing the same, and I surrendered myself to
Capt. John Mackdonald [yr of Glenlyon, 43™ Foot, and brother of “Archie Ruadh
(Roy)” MacDonald, Whﬂ also servedin the 78" Foot] assoonas he came 0 the Countiy
I'was in, in July last...

In 1756, the Duke of Argyll said of him: “brother to Clanranald was sent into the
French Service when a boy, & had a Company several years, which he quitted some
months ago upon the late Act of Parliament & took the Oaths to the Government; for
these facts, as well as for his Character, he appeals to My Lord Holderness &
undertakes on this occasion to raise 100 men.”

Captain Macdonell was accepted as one of the original company commanders of the
newly-raised 78" Foot and raised his company quickly by draconian methods on the
outer 1sles of Skye (Macdoenells, MacLeods), Uist (Clanranald Macdonells) and Barra
(MacNeils) [see poem “T an not Well” in Chapter Two]. He replaced Charles Baillie
as Captain of Grenadiers, the latter killed at Louisbourg, 8 June 1758 and, was
wounded himself six weeks later on the night of 21 July 1760 in the approach trenches.
He was killed at the Battle of Sillery outside the walls of Quebec on April 28, 1760.

Donald “Gorm” was not well-liked by the Highlander rank-and-file, according to
Grenadier Sergeant James Thompson who unabashedly styled him “a surly cross
dog”, and in his Memoirs hints that MacDonnell was intentionally wounded or
“fragged” by his own men at the Siege of Louisbourg on 21 July 1758: “Our Captain
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had a ball passed through his left wrist and nobody could tell how it came and afaith
he immediately shifted his position to the other end of the ground.”

Thompson was rebuked on several occasions by “Donull Gorm” for being too familiar
with the men and finally during the winter of 1760-61 they had a face to face meeting.

After we had taken Quebec, he one day sent for me to his Quarters in the lane
leading to the Esplanade, I accordingly wenr and found himn sitting at a table
with another officer. “Jim, you have all along thought that I was hard upon
you.” “Aye Sir,” Ireplied, “I did indeed think that you were harsh to mme when
there was not a great necessity for it.” “I treated you,” says the Captain, “in
that manner because you were too familiar with the private men.” “Sir," I
repliedagain, “how came youto think that to be wrong inme, when youyourself
know that it is impossible to act otherwise? Our men, you know, are not like
those of other Regimenis — they were all acquaintances before they became
soldiers, and many of the private men are from as good families as the officers
themselves.

Captain Macdonnell offered Thompson a drink, which he accepted and the grenadier
sereeant soon learned that he had been summoned because his company commander
had “found that I had a friend somewhere, who had got wind of his harsh treatment of
me, and he wished by all means to wipe off the scores” with him. The captain offered
him a second drink which Thompson took but he departed with “no better opinion of
his friendship after all”. Thompson was a highly respected Freemason in the garrison,
as was his Colonel, Simon Fraser, who was elected grandmaster of the first Grand
Lodge of Quebec. No doubt, Thompson’s “friend” was the Mc¢ Shimi himself.

Markedly, at the battle of Sillery, 28 April 1760, none of Macdonell’s volunteers were
drawn from the 78" Foot. Oral tradition in the Highlands of Cape Breton, where
several Fraser soldiers returned to settle on the eastern Bras Dor Lakes of Cape Breton
(Barra MacNeils, MacEacherns, and Clanrald Macdonells) maintains that it was at this
1760 battle that “the de’il finally got hint”, and that the cursed Captain finally got his
due reward by succumbing to one of the oldest Gaelic curses, “May you die amongst
strangers.”

Harper, 1n hus book The Fraser Highlanders, did not include Thompson’s somewhat
satisfied description of hisnemesis’ gory end - “a stronger body of French overpowered
and completely butchered his whole party, and he himself was found cut and hack’d
to pieces in a most shocking manner. There was an end of him!”

According to Thompson, “Donull Gorm” was a marked man by the Indians and
Canadien militia who had been harried ruthlessly all winter long. Many French-
Canadians had watched helplessly as he indiscriminately burnt several of their farms
during winter raids and sorties against the outlying countryside of Quebec, leaving the
occupants to freeze and starve. Retribution was final and ghastly, and to the Gaelic
mind, necessary for the restoration of the balance of nature.
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Here then are two versions that evolved in the Gaelic oral tradition: one in the
Highlands of Cape Breton along the shores of the finger lochs of Bras D’or, a vast
inland sea abounding with shellfish, waterfow] and forest; the other, by the hearths of
cottars in the sea-girt isle of South Uist, who watched their young men pressed into

“Donull Gorm’s” company. Note the more fanciful and superstitious rendition that
lingered in the Quter Isles of Scotland, his legacy not one of honour, but of infamy. He
became the bogeyman, the evil one of Gaelic story telling tradition, the embodiment
of everything that was not proper, right or just. In essence, he was the antithesis of what

a Highland war chieftain should be.

Sources

(Bs.

SBs.

BALs.

Stewait, Skefches, 11, 20-1.

“Donald McDonald” PRO, WO64-12.
CU 49/5.

William Ambherst’s Joumal, 29.

GD 201/4/31.

Mauster Roll of Prince Charles Edward Stuart’s Army 1745-46.
Harper, Fighting Frasers, 10]-2, Thompson’s Memoirs.

Cape Breton Version (as told by J.J.MacEachern)

“In Gaelic I am called Iain Macdhomhnuill ‘ic seon aidh Dhomhnuill Oig,” states
J.J. MacEachern, anoted local historian & genealogist, sitting in the An Drochaid (The
Bridge” Museum of Mabou, Nova Scotia, also home to the Mabhu Gaelic & Historical
Society. “In English that would be: John MacEachern, son of Donald, son of John, son
of younger Donald and this is my sloinneadh (family tree)”:

My traditions came to me from my grandmother, Mary Ann MacVarish, her
male line coming from the Morar-Arisaig district of western Inverness in
Scotland. Her mother was a Campbell from South Uist and her mother a
Macdonell from the same isiand. Mary Ann MacVarich married John
MacEachern whose male line also came from Arisaig and before that Soutl
Uist. His mother’s people also came from the island, thus most of my paternal
forbears were of Uist stock.

Our family tradition is that MacEacherns and others fought at Louisbourg with
Captain Donull Gorm Macdonell in Colonel Fraser’s regiment. On a patrol
between the East Bay arni of the Bras d’or Lake and Louisbourg my ancestors
sawtheland they hopedto get afterwar’send. Donull Gorm, forso heisusually
called, is remembered in my grandfather’s time (1890’s to 1980°s) as a cruel
man, caring little for his men. Nevertheless, he did bring his men to this land,
my grandmother would say.
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The Gaelic word “ghuirm” or “ghonn” as applied to Donull Gorin Macdonell
is a strange one. Literally it means blue-green, but it may also mean the
apparent green sheen on a crow flying against the sun. Others say it is the
colour of the sea in twilight. Whatever the word may mean, the connotation is
not good. For Donull Gorm, it meant swarthy and diabolical, aman of violence
and one not to be crossed.

Donull Gorm’s recruiting was done in the area of Uist; Benbecula and Barra
and his pressing of men by force or enticement was the core of many a fireside
tale. In Gaelic tradition a curse is put ipon one when he takes a widow’s son,
and rhe ﬁt{f t'menf ﬂf the curse restores ﬂie bm’anc& of nature.

Nﬂw u‘ was some years before Capa Breton was ﬂpen to settlement. The men
of Lﬂuzsbﬂurg did not see their new lands in their own times* but their
descendams did, It is not clearly known if the descendants who came were
chdd.r e, grandchﬂdr ‘eit or nephews. Acmrdmg to tradition the lands granted
in the.l 790 s wére on the basis of military service. Whatever the story, Donald
MacEar::hem s sons, Angus, Allan and John took land along East Bay in the
very area rraveffed by Donull Gorm’s soldiers

*Author’s Note: Four MacEachern’s appear on the disbandment rolls of the 78™
Fraser Highlanders dated December 1763 in Quebec; all four soldiers shown as
returning home to Scotland to be mustered out. Their names, interestingly enough,
were Angus, Angus, Allan and John. It is therefore not impossible that these
discharged Fraser soldiers did return in the 1790°s when the Highland Clearances were
in full swing, for they would have only been in their fifties (given that the average age
of most young recruits of joining the 78" Footin 1757 was eighteen). They may have
come via Prince Edward Island for Allan Macdonnell, Laird of Glenaladale, sold his
estate on Uist in 1772 and brought over 250 Catholic Highlanders to settle on Prince
Edward Island. Many of these men then joined the Royal Highland Emigrants for the
duration of the American Revolution, some of their officers former Frasers,
Montgomerys and Royal Highland officers who had remained in North America.
Many were givenland grants in Nova Scofiainrecognition of their services, in addition
to the land they already had farmed in PEIL. The Barra MacNeils of Iona, Cape Breton,
claim that four MacNeil soldiers of Donull Gorm’s initial company went home to
Scotland on disbandment of the regiment, gathered their families and kinsmen and
returned to the Bras d’Or lakes after the French and Indian War and settled at Iona.

South Uist version (as told by Major R. Gillis)

Among Simon Fraser’s officers was one Donald McDonald, generally referred
to as “Donull Gorm” having a peculiarly swarthy countenance with a bluish
cast. He was cruel and heartless, but brave and clever as a soldier. In his
younger days, hewas head of a press gang whose duties were to go through the
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Highland districts impressing all eligible young mei for service in the army,
paying no heed to the conditions of the families of those men, whether theywere
the sole support of aged and infirm parents or not. Great hardships and
cruelties were inflicted on poor people in this way, but Donald seemed to have
no heart for their afflictions nor paid any heed to their wailings.

On one occasion he visited the shealing of a poor widow with an only son as
her sole support. The son was at once seized and despite the pleadings and
wailings of the woman the young man was taken away. (in Chapter Two - see
the Gaelic song ”I am not well” originating in South Uist sung by a widow who
lost four sons to, “Donull Gm m”). The mother at first pleaded, but when she
found that was of no avail she poured the most terrible curses on Donald,
ending ivith rhe prophecy that he would never die a natural death, but would
be Iﬂkﬁn mvﬂy bﬂdy and saui into the infernal regions.

Many years passed and Dﬂnm"d went through all the hardships and dangers of
battles and engagements of all kinds, but escaped without a wound.

After the wars were over ﬂng?:p*éace restored, Fraser’s men were at Quebec
waiting for a transport to cdrry them back fo their homes. One evening just
about dusk a group of officers were resting in front of their quarters enjoying
the beautiful spring weather, when a man was seen coming up the steep hill on
which they were lounging. Just as the man came near enough for them to see
all above his waist over the skyline he halted and hailed the group of officers,
asking if Donald Gorm was present. Donald replied in the affirmative, asking.
him what did he want of him. The stranger said he wanted a private interview
whichwould have to be at the foorf of the hill. The other officers advised Donald
to have nothing to do with the strangerbut his reply was that he never feared
man ordevil andwould meet the stranger as requested, and he immediately got
ip and went towards him, when both of them walked down the hill apparently
in deep controversy of some kind. Hours passed and Donald did not return,
when searching parties were sentin all directions, but no trace could be found,
dead or alive, and fo this day the Highlanders firmly believe that the prophecy

of the widow was literally fulfilled and Donald Gornmiwas carried off by the evil
one into the infernal regions.

Source
Major R. Gillis, Stray Leaves from Highland History, (Sydney, NS, 1918), 22-3.
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FORTHCOMING NEVW HIGHLANDER BOOK

Three Highland regiments fought in North America during the Seven Year’s War - the
77th Foot (Montgomery’s Highlanders), the 78th Foot (Fraser’s Highlanders), and the
famous Black Watch, more correctly known at the time as the Royal Highland
Regiment. Undoubtedly, the exploits of the 42nd, 77th and 78th Highlanders in some
of the most bloody and desperate battles on the North American continent were a
critical factor in transforming the overall image of Highlanders from Jacobite rebels
to Imperial heroes in the latter half of the 18th cenfury. Butthe everyday story of these
regiments - how they trained, worked, played, fought and died from their own point
of view - has never been seriously told.

Sons of the Mountains: A History of the Highland regiments in North America during
the French & Indian War, 1756-1767, Lieut.-Col. Jan Macpherson McCulloch,
Commanding Officer (1993-96), The Black Watch (RHR) of Canada 1s a two-volume
set due to be co-published Spring 2006 by Purple Mountain Press and the Fort
Ticonderoga Museum. It chronicles the Highland regiments” fighting performance
and experiences from the time they were raised in the Highlands and stepped ashore
in North America, to their disbandment in 1763; or, as in the case of the 42nd, reduced
in establishment and left on lonely garrison duty in the American wilderness until their
recall and retum to Ireland in 1767.

Volume One of Sons of the Mountains follows all three regiments on their various
campaigns in the different theatres of war. As they range from the wilderness of the
Ohio Forks to the wind-swept crags of Signal Hill in Newfoundland, and trom the
waters of the Great Lakes to the torrid swamps and cane fields of the “Sugar Islands”,
the reader will be exposed to all the major conflicts and actions of the “Great War for
Empire” as seen though the eyes of the Highland soldier. Cluny, the 27th Hereditary
Chief of Clan Macpherson, writes from Blairgowrie, Scotland:

As a direct descendant of a Clansman who was present on the Heights of Carillon and
at Fort Ticonderogain July 17581 feel thatI understand now far better how my forebear
and his fellow Highlanders must have felt and lived and fought, and relate much more
closely to those “Sons of the Mountains” of long ago. I warmly commend Lt Colonel
McCulloch’s book to readers across the Atlantic and here in Scotland. He has done a
great service to the memory of those who fought and died with these distinguished
Regiments.

Volume Two of Sons of the Mountains will appeal to all families of Scottish descent
and serious genealogists. It features comprehensive biographical histories of every
regimental officer from all the major clans (over 350 entries) who served In North
America. Alsoincluded inthe glossaries are regimental musterrolls and Jand petitions
of discharged Highlanders. Marie Fraser editor of Canadian Explorer, newsletter of the
Clan Fraser Society of Canada writes:
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“Besides being compelling Highland history, SOTM is a valuable genealogical
resource forall of Scottish heritage. Withover350 officers’ biographies, career
details and genealogical notes in the annexes, McCulloch has identified the
cornplex ties otkinship, marriage and friendship that bound the most prominent
Scottish families of the day together during the Seven Years War between

Britain and France fought in North America, known to some as the French &
Indian War.” ‘

Lavishly 1llustrated with artwork by Robert Griffing, Steve Noon, Peter Rindisbacher,
Gary Zaboly, Charles Stolz and John Buxton, as well as with contemporary prints,
maps and portraits from the collections of the Black Watch Museums of Scotland and
Canada, the Fort Ticonderoga Museum, the Fort Ligonier Museum, the William L.
Clements Library, the National Army Museum, Chelsea, the David M. Stewart

Museum, Montreal, the National Archives of Canada and the Library of Congress,
Sons of the Mountains is a visual delight.”

Without a doubt, Sons of the Mountains is the most complete and informative work on
the history of early Highland regiments of the British army in North America to date
and will be published in Spring 2006. For further details on pre-ordering and prices,
see Purple Mountain Press website at hitp://www.catskill.net/purple/order.htm or
write for details at: Purple Mountain Press, Ltd., PO Box 309, Fleischmann’s, NY,
12430-0309. Phone: 1-845-254-4062.

COMING SOON

Monumental Inscriptions:

the Western parishes of East Lothian

(Haddingtonshife), by Alison Mitchell,

with maps and illustrations inset throughout the copy.
Contents include Tranent churchyard, Seton Chapel, Prestonpans
churchyard, Prestonpans West yard and Ormiston old churchyard.

We have already published her East Lothian Hillfoot Villages
M.I.s, and this will compliment that book.

- The ISBN for the new book will be 1-90406(0-35-8 -

PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW
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ANNUAL REPORT OF COUNCIL

1st October 2004 - 30% September 2005

Society Meetings

The society has been fortunate in seeing good attendances at the lectures given in the
current session, with lectures given on a variety of interesting topics. The first talk of
the season was by Janice McFarlane, of the National Library on Genealogical Sources
in the National Library in Scotland. In Navambar the well-known local historian
Malcolm Cant gave a well-illusfrated talk on T he Districts of Marchmont, Sciennes
and the Grange, in Edinburgh. The first lecture of 2005, was given by Sinclair McLay
on Living History — Preserving Family History on DVD. Following the Annual
General Meeting last February, Peter Stubbs presented a most interesting shide
presentation on Scotland at Work. In March, David Affleck demonstrated the
interaction between family history and national events witha lecture on /e Auchinleck
and Douglas network of the early 16" Ceniury & hidden family secrets. In April Ivan
Levy showed the origin of family sumames with a lecture on Inkerited Surnames in
Britain. In September a well attended lecture was given by Andrew Nicoll on Catholic
Records in Scotland from the 18th to 20" Century.

Mrs Carol Stubbs, who retired from the post of Syllabus Secretary this year, had done
an excellentjob in organising the lectures run by the society, fora number of years. The

work that the Syllabus Secretary does is very much appreciated by the council and
praise is due to Carol for her efforts for the period she held this post

Council

The Annual General Meeting held in February 2005 was presided over by our Hon.
President, Sir Malcolm Innes of Edingight. The Office Bearers were re-elected to their
current positions, and the vacancies for Ordinary Members of the Council were filied
by Mrs Carol Stubbs, and Mrs Alison Moffat who does an excellent job assisting the
Sales Secretary. The Council has regular meetings where the management of the
society is discussed and determined, and future projects and plans are examined.

Family History Fairs

The society has attended a number of Family History Fairs this year. Attendance at
fairs is of benefit, both in advertising the society and in selling its products. The fairs
attended were the S.A.F.H.S. 16" Annual Conference in Paisley, the Lanarkshire
Family History Fair held at New Lanark, and a successful return to the Great North Fair
at Gateshead. Those attending fairs on behalf of the society included the Chairman and
Secretary of the society, plus Craig Ellery, MISS Barbara Revlota, Mrs Joy Dodd and
Mrs Alison Moffat. .

Library
We continue to acquire books (350 1n the paatyaar) in an attemptto provide a Scotland-
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wide coverage of basic genealogical tools, and several new shelves have been put in
place to accommodate this new stock. Stock is added by purchase and donations, and
the society is grateful to those who have donated books during the year. An opportunity
was also taken to reorganize the arrangement of the library stock with sections being
moved. Our library collection of CDRoms continues to expand as more titles become
avallable. Three consignments of books most in need of repair have been sent for re-
binding this year as part of the programme of refurbishing older stock. Groups of
visitors to the library have included regulars, as well as the classes organised by Bob
Starratt. Alsothis year, under the heading of My Ain Folk, John Stevenson has arranged
for several groups to visit the sociéty for an introduction to Family History. Qur
volunteers continue to be our most valuable resource. During the year of we said
goodbye to long-standing regular helpers Mary Mitchell and Jean Russell. However,
we have had a number of new volunteers during the current year who are already
making their mark.

Publication/Printing

Craig Ellery, Chairman of the Publications Committee, reported that during 2005 the
following new publications were printed: 7 CDRoms of Edinburgh and Leith Post
Ofiice Directories; a CD containing the monumental inscriptions from Newington
cemetery, Edinburgh. New volumes of monumental inscriptions were published on
East Lothian- Hillfoot Villages and South- West Midlothian — Calders & Kirknewfon.
Withregard to future monumental inscription projects, a typed copy of the monumenital
inscriptions for Warriston cemetery, together with indexes, is available in the library,
and it is planned to produce this on CDRom. A group of volunteers is recording the
inscriptions in the Grange cemetery, and a member of the society is also recording
Rosebank cemetery, also in Edinburgh. Volunteers have also commenced work on
indexing the burials recorded within St. Cuthbert’s and Greyfriars parish records. The
society’s web-site, which is maintained by Graham Senior-Milne, our able and much
valued Webmaster, continues to be of great benefit as large numbers of new members
join by this method, and a large volume of the society’s sales take place through this
facility. The council would like to thank Mrs Rhona Stevenson, our Sales Secretary,

and Mrs Nancy Douglas and Mrs Alison Moffat, who have been of great assistance to
her in this demanding task.

Advertising

During 2004/2005 the society advertised inlarge variety of publications including The
Scottish Genealogical Directory 2004, Directory of Irish Family History Research,
History Scotland magazine, Genealogical Research Directory 2005, The Clan
Donnachaidh Society magazihe, Scottish Memories, The Scotsman, Daily Mail, The
Complete Scotland, Yell. In June 2005 the decision was taken to regularly advertise in
the main Family History Magazines Family History Monthly; Family Tree Magazine;
Ancestors; Your Family Tree. This has helped with the advertising and sales of the
society’s products, as they have received good reviews.
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New Register House (GRO) Visits

These have continued to prove popular with 29 visiis being arranged during 2005 and
visits for 2006 have already been arranged. Surplus income from the visits has been
used to purchased CDRoms and books for the library, with a concentration on
acquiring information on the counties of Northumberland and Cumberland given that
so many Scots moved between these English counties and Scotland. The visits can be
booked by phone or by visiting the library, and take place on Thursday evenings. They
are run by our secretary, and Craig Ellery. As readers may be aware the New Family
History Centre combining the facilities of New Register House and Scottish National
Archives is due to open in late 2006. The society’s secretary 1s a member of the User
Group for the new cenire.

Acknowledgments

The council would like to thank all the office-bearers, and in particular all our library
volunteers, who contribute to make the work of the Society successful.

Annual General Meeting

The Society’s AGM will take place on Thursday 16th February 2006 in the
Royal College of Physicians, 9 Queen Stireet, Edinburgh, at 7.00pm. All
paid-up members are entitied to attend, and tea or coffee will be served
afterwards.

All Officer posts from Chairman down fall vacant at each AGM and
nominations for those, or ordinary members of Council, should be duly
proposed & seconded, and delivered with an acceptance by the nominee,
to the secretary, one calendar month before the AGM.

NEWINGTON CEMETERY, EDINBURGH
MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS

This major Edinburgh Cemetery is now available on CD and requires Adobe
Acrobat® Reader™ 5.0 or higher to be installed and working on your
computer.

The CD includes photographs and lair plans as well as translations of all the
lewish inscriptions. This is a complete recording of all visible stones.

The CD sells for £12 + p&p and may be ordered through our on-line shop
at www.scotsgenealogy.com
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The Scottish Genealogist

International Congress
of
Genealogical and Heraldic Sciences
XXVII
St Andrews 2006

This event is co-sponsored by the Scottish Genealogy Society, andis to be
held in St Andrews from 21st — 26th August 2006 and the theme of the
congress Is Myth and Propaganda in Heraldry and Genealogy.

There will be a grand opening ceremony on the first day with a parade
through St Andrews. A series of presentations and talks will be given during
the week. There will be a Family History day on the Wednesday. Many of
the member Societies of the Scottish Association of Family History
Societies will have a stall offering publications for sale and advice on doing
family research in Scotland. There will be various excursions arranged to
places of interest. The local museum will be putting on an exhibition of a
genealogical and heraldic theme linked to the Congress.

Accommodation and meals will be provided by the University at a very

reasonable cost for those who wish to attend the Congress. You can note.

your interest on the website below which will be regularly updated with the
latest information on talks and events.

For fuller information visit http://www.congress2006.com

If youwould like to give a talk on the above theme, would like to help prepare
an exhibit for the museum or would like to help with the stewarding and the
general running of the Congress, we would welcome your help and
suggestions.

Please contact: Richard Torrance at The Scottish Genealogy Society, 15
Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh, EH1 2JL oremail to: info@scotsgenealogy.com
and mark your email for the attention of Richard Torrance.
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The following letter has been sent to the Scottish Executive. We republish it here
because of its interest to genealogisis.

NATIONAL COMMITTEE
ON THE CARVED STONES OF SCOTLAND
Andrew Kerr, - National Committee on the
Health Minister, - Carved Stones of Scotland,
For Burial and Cremations Revlew Group, c/oSociety of Antiquaries of Scotland,
Scottish Executive, | National Museums of Scotland,
Health Dept., . Chambers Street,
St Andrew’s House; , Edinburgh, EH1 1JF
Regent Road,
Edlnburgh EH1 3DG e.mail mahall@pkc.gov.uk
. Date 26 September 2005

Dear Mr Kerr

BURIAL AND CREMATION REVIEWY GROUP

I write to ynu with respect to your chairmanship of the above named group and in my
capacity as the current chairman of the National Commiitee on the Carved Stones of
Scotland. The NCCSS seeks to advance the conservation, understanding and access of
the rich heritag% of carved stones in Scotland. Our membership COMPIISES Varous
executive, local government and independent agencies and at a recent committee
meeting the Review you are conducting was fla gged up. We appreciate that the focus
of the Review 1s on bunal practice now. However we felt that as you were lﬂﬂklng
afresh at the relevant pieces of legislation then any Review should also address the
issues surrounding the maintenance and care of cemeteries and the protection and
ownership of historic gravestones given that the legislation which is being reviewed
deals with both bumnal practice but also establishes the statutory framework for local
authority management of historic graveyards and gravestones. The problems relating
to the inadequacies of the present legislation governing the ownership and protection
of historic gravestones can be summanized as follows:

* General: The law relating to burial is not to be found in a single statute or coherent
body of legislation. It has evolved in a piece-meal fashion in response to the social
and public health concerns of its day. It 1s therefore ineffective 1n setting a broad
framework for the provision of burial facilities, determining service standards, or
regulating burial practice or procedure. The confusion that surrounds burial law 1n
Scotland acts as an impediment to the sustainable management of existing, as well
as new, burial grounds.

» The management of burial grounds no longer open for new burials: Many
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cemeteries established in Victorian times, as well as some church burial grounds,
fall into this category. These sites are often of great cultural significance (often
indicated by statutory designation such as Scheduling) and also important for
nature conservation. The sustainable management of these sites requires the
balancing of the needs of both their natural and cultural heritage. Church burial
grounds that have passed into local authority care following their closure to new
burials present a sliglitly different range of problems. Greyfriars Kirkyard in
Edinburgh is one example of such a site. The collection of 1 7"-century monuments
is acknowledged as the finest in Scotland and one of the best in Britain. In general,
these sites are currently under-used as public amenities, but they have the potential
to become valuable sites both for their local communities and to tourists from at
home and abroad, including those who wish to investigate their family history. Yet
these sites fall outwith current legislation, which covers only active burial grounds.

This makes it very difficult to secure resources from local authority funds to
manage the sites. It also complicates the mobilisation of community groups and the
finding of funding from other sources.

i Access to burial records: Detailed burial records are required to behkept' by local
authorities for all burial grounds in their care under the 1855 and 1925 Acts. These
records are exceptionally valuable for family history research and also for
monument conservation purposes, and yet they are also fragile and potentially
vulnerable if general access is allowed. Currently access to many of the records is
restricted in orderto conserve them but this may not be possible underthe Freedom
of Information Act 2000. Consideration needs to be given to surveying the records
held by local authorities and nthers including commercial cemetery companies,

and devising a strategy to allow access without compromising the long-term
conservation of the original documents.

* Addressing inconsistencies in current legislation: There are a number of
inconsistencies 1n the legislation currently in force. The most serious of these 1s its
uneven application (1.e. it does not apply to all burial grounds, commercial

cemetery companies being one example of a burial authority currently falling
outwith the legislation).

» Providing space for future burials: Cremation is now the preferred funeral option
(about70% of funerals are cremations). Nonetheless, there is an ongoing requirement
for the provision of burial space both for bodies and for cremated remains. It is
becoming increasingly difficult to secure space near to existing communities for
bunalsin some cities in Scotland. Research into who visits cemeteries suggests that
20%-75% of people, depending on the degree of kinship, never visit graves, but it
1s not clear whether distance to the place of burial is an influencing factor. Re-use
of graves has been suggested as an alternative to address the need to provide space
for new burials in the recent Home Office consultation document for England and
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Wales, Burial Law and Policy in the 21¥ century. We recognise that this is a very
contentious 1dea and even the addition of addition of new burnials to fill an existing
grave may nof prove acceptable. The re-use of graves will have inevitable
implications for the grave markers too. They may not be space for new markers to
be added at the graveside, in which case re-use of the existing marker or ifs
replacement may be desired. There are a number of advantages of allowing new
burials in existing burial grounds, including increasing visitors to the site and
bringing additional income to fund management of the site. Consideration may
therefore need to be given to the re-use of graves. However, where listed building
and scheduled ancient monument designations exist, addiional considerations
regarding the impact on the cultural significance of the site (including the
importance of any below-ground archaeology) will apply and permissions under
the relevant existing legislation will be required for any such proposals.

The management of memorials: Under the existing legislation, it is unclear where
responsibility lies for maintaining memorials. This is because the owner of a burial
ground does notown the headstones or memorials erected within the burial ground.
The owner of a memorial is the lair holder, normally the family and descendents
of the deceased. In Scotland, 1t is normal practice to grant to the purchaser of the
lair a right in perpetuity. This means that ownership of the lair 1s passed onto
descendents, who, frequently, cannof now be traced. Thus it 1s very difficult for
local authorities or other cemetery managers to intervene until memorials become
unstable, at which point they must actunder Health and Safety legislation. Butlong
before they become unstable, many memorials would benefit from maintenance
work — from simple removal of higher plants such as 1vy to more complex work to
address stone decay. If an owner cannot be traced, then no one else can trigger this
work. This means that much routine maintenance work that would forestall the
necessity for more complicated and expensive work later cannot be initiated,
resulting in the widespread poor condition of memorials.

Exhiumation: This practice 1s covered in common law but should be
comprehensively covered in any new legislation. Such legislation should also
acknowledge the implications of exhumation in sites that are also covered by
scheduled ancient monument legislation and of Histori¢ Scotland’s Operational
Policy Paper 5, The treatment of human remains in archaeology. The potential
archaeological significance of unscheduled graveyards should also be considered.
The exhumation of cremated remains should alsobe included in any new legislation,
as this falls outwith the scope of current legislation.

Ethnic burials: Certain religions require burial as the only means of disposing of
the dead. Nothing within the existing legislation covers how burials of people of
different faiths should be arranged, nor who should maintain burial grounds
dedicated to particular faiths but not open to new burial.
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* Period of right of burial: The allocation of rights over burial space in perpetuity
1 included in the 1855 Act. However, it is not defined within the Act. This leads
to contfusion and difficulties for cemetery managers when the lair owners cannot
be contacted. It would be more practicable if rights were allocated for a set period
— say, 100 years, or until no more relations were contactable.

Should you wish the Committee to provide any further details or input please do not
hesitate to contact me — the most ready means is via my email address.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Hall
Chairman, NCCSS

EDINBURGH & LEITH
DIRECTORIES

The Society is now able to offer the following Edinburgh & Leith
directories on CD.

Theyrequire Adobe Acrobat® Reader™ 5.0 or higher to be installed and
working on your computer.

They all sell for £12 + p&p each, and may be ordered through the Scottish
Genealogy Society’s on-line shop at www.scotsgenealogy.com

Directories available are for the years: 1808, 1822, 1842, 1851, 1858,
1861, 1875, 1884

For other directories currently available visit our on-line shop.

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

Volunteers are required to assist in the running of the Society’s Library.
Can you give a few hours on a weekly or monthly basis?
No experience required.
Meet interesting people from all over the world who visit our Library.
Make nevw friends.

If you can assist or wish further information please contact our
| Hon. Librarian Dr. Jim Cranstoun in the Library or teleplione 0131 220 3677
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - 2006

16 January =~ Monday - Helga Chart: “My Artistic Forebears.”

16 February Thursday - Annual General Meeting.
Followed by ‘Harry Lauder’ by Gregory Lauder-Frost.

14 March Tuesday - Genealogy of the Clan MacLeod, Ruari Halford-MacLeod.
18 April Tuesday - Sunday Best in the 19th century, Catherine Doman.

17 May Wednesday - 6.30pm - Visit to Dean Cemetery.
(More details later. Library closed on that evening)

14 September Thursday - Dynasties and clusters, Dr Maurice McCrae, F.R.C.P.E.

16 October Monday - The Top Twenty Pre-1855 Sources for Family History, Peter
Wadley.

13 November Monday - Recording Rosebank Cemetery, Ken Nisbet, B.A.

New Register House Research Evenings:

February: 9th, 231d June: 15th, 29th October: 5th, 19th
March: 9th, 16th, 23rd July: 13th, 27th November: 2nd, 16th,23rd, 30th
April: 13th, 27th August: 11th, 25th December: 14th

May: 11th, 18th, 25th  September: 7th, 14th 21st

Advertising in
‘The Scottish Genealogist’

Our journal now accepts advertising
for things relevant to genealogy.

A full page (black and white) 15 £80,
half page £40, and a quarter page is £20.

These are the only sizes accepted.

If you, or someone you know, would like to consider
advertising here please email the editor at:

scotstirstroots@btopenworld.com
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Book Review

Clockmakers & Watchmakers of Scotland, Donald Whyte, Mayfield, 2005.
Hard back, 336 pages, 280 illustrations, map, £35 + p&p. (This book may be
ordered through the Society’s on-line shop at: www.scotsgenealogy.com)

This book 1s the culmination of many years work by Donald Whyte FHG, FSG(Hon),

one of the Soclety’s Vice-Presidents and founder members. Donald Whyte’s interest
in Scofttish clockmakers & watchmakers started in 1975 with the reprinting of John
Smith’s 1921 work Old Scottish Clockmalkers without any revisions or additions.
Along with the late Felix Hudson of Dunfermline, many other makers were discovered
and so commenced a work of 30 years that has involved the searching of numerous
sources and extracting relevant information. Watch papers have proved a very useful
source of information and examples of many papers were tracked down by the author,
and a good number of fascinating papers have been illustrated in the work. The main
body of the work 1s arranged alphabetically by maker, with the surnames in bold
capitals making the individuals easy to locate. The entries are arranged in two columns
to the page and the entries vary from a single line fo 30 lines or more and may contain
details such as; names of parents, date and place of birth, apprentice information, date
of admission as a burgess, details of essay piece, place of work, period when an active
clockmaker, date of death, wife’s and children’s names. There is a short introduction,
and also an informative chapter on Scottish Longcase Clocks by John Robey. A list of
Berwick-upon-Tweed clockmakers & watchmakers is included and an example of an

apprentice indenture. Then follows a bibliography and an index of the introductory
chapter and illustration captions.

Imitially Whyte’s work was published in a series of regional booklets by the main
Scottish Family History Societies, most of which the author helped to establish. This
book brings together all these different booklets and includes additional information,
greatly facilitating the research into any given clockmaker or watchmaker. The nature
and quality of this book has permitted the inclusion of many black and white
illustrations which are clear and sharp, greatly adding to the value of this work.

Clockmakers & Watchmakers of Scotland will make a great addition to the library of
any serious family historian, horologist or student of Scottish local history and will be
the standard reference work on the subject for many years to come.

DRT.

Please consider the
Scottish Genealogy Society in your WIlL

We are a registered charity and need your help.
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THE SCOTTISH GENEALOGY

SOCIETY
present

“MY AIN FOLK”

The Society are running
“"SCOTTISH FAMILY HISTORY EVENING WORKSHOPS”
at their Library and Family History Centre at
15 VICTORIA TERRACE, EDINBURGH.

WYe would welcome enquiries from
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETIES, FAMILY HISTORY GROUPS,

CHURCH GROUPS, CLUBS,.... In fact ANY GROUPS
Interested in researching their family history.

THE MAXIMUM NUMBER PER GROUP IS @

A TEAM OF OUR LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS
WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE TO ANSWER YOUR
QUESTIONS AND TO GIVE ADVICE.

The complete facilities of our Library are available for
your use ohn these evenings including....

OUR COMPLETE COLLECTION OF SCOTTISH
OLD PARISH RECORDS MICROFILMS.

For further details please contact either
Dr JAMES CRANSTOUN or JOHN D. STEVENSON
at info@scotsgenealogy.com or 0131 220 3677.

We are The Scottish Genealogy Society and, therefore,
can hopefully answer your queries relating to the
whole of Scotland and not just to a local area!

MY AIN FOLK -
WHO WERE THEY?
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