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nante ot Chepmun compared with Chapman, who in years gone by was a travelling
merchant who “ehupped™ on doors to sell his wares. You may say spelling was
unimportant o those hiving in st which would probably be correct at a time when
few could read or write, Walter spelt his name with an e™ and was quite clear that his
name would use the e™, as he setup the print i his books that way.

falter was in fact well-educated. with know ledge of Latin and arithmetic, as be had
been involyed in two oceupations where this was necessary. He became a clerk 1o
King James 1V and also carried on a business as a merchant, importing gooads through
Leith.

Little informaton on his very carly  fe has so far come to fight bevond an entry in the
Oxford Dictionar of Notional Biograpin (2006 edition) where, writing on Walter
Chepman, the Tate John Durkan claims he attended a school in Ayr in 1485 run by
Andrew MceCornr | tor whom he signed two sasines in Ayr. Research at Glasgow
University Archives does confirm that in the archives of the Bovd of Trochrig family
there was a document where the name Walter Chepman appears twice. This would
mean that he coul  ave been born about 1470, The next documented references to
him was as a notary in 1495 and as Keeper of the Royal Signet in 1496,
Information then appears regr - rly in the Toxchequer Accounts for expenses incurred
in the King's work, such as when he  dertook a trip with John Reid of Stobo )who
was also a King's clerk) to obtain a Queen for their King! A aift of a suit of hivery for
the eventual wed  1g to Margaret Tudor is also noted. In 1503 he madc a first step on
the property ladder with an estate at Cramond Regis from which he took the title
Walter Chepman of Ewerland, a place that exists to this day near Barnton. He had
married. very conveniently to a Mariot Carkettill who was a member of a well-known
merchant tamily in Leith and Last Lothian. When she died sometime before 1507,
Walter had St John's chapel constructed in her memory. as an addition to St Giles
Church. This chapel has a vaulted roof with a finely carved boss bearing the arms of
Chepman and those of his wife’s fumily. Consequently we still have a project
undertaken 500 years ago, bastcally as it was built.

On 15th September 1507 came the request from King James [V to acquire the
equipment and a printer to set up a press similar to those already working in Europe
and England with the object of printing Law books and those required by the church.
SoAndrew My 1 from France, who had printed at least two books at Rouen, jotned
Walter. Part of the bargain struck by the King was that Walter and his colleague
would have a right to a tax on all books importe  hrough the Scottish ports. This
right Walter followed closely. and when he tound that a number of people were
violating his privilege, he created what may have been the world's first successful
case of copyright prosecution in 1509, The Privy Council gave a decree n his favour
prohibiting such importation,

So on 4th April 1508 the first book lett the press, which had been set up in a tenement
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queen, . ..is Thomas Foulis is the brother of James Foulis whe married Agnes Heriot,
great-nicee of George Henwot, the founder.

The Heriots who appear in the Glasgow distriet in the sixteenth century were probably
connected with Henry Sin Dean of Glasgow, who was of the Rosslyn family.
This has been confirmed via land dealings between the Sinclairs and Robert Heriot,
brother of the founder™s grandtather,

So, through this analysis, we now have a good indication as to the family of the
founder’s great-grandfathier  but we still have not conclusively tied him to the Herlots
of Trabroun. So let's take a look at what else we know.

It appears that John Heriot. father of the founder’s great-grandfather was a
contemporary ol James He -t son of James Heriot and ? Congleton, who married
Alison Hamilton. Thus, his tather would most likely have been a contemporary of
James Heriot (married to the eldest  ughter of Richurd Congleton). The latter James
hecame Laird from his father Simon Heriotw feriots of Trabronn does not suy much
about Simon. We have learned more from NAS records. Evidently Simon Heriot had
brothers, John and Wiiliam, and sons, George and William, in addition to the eventual
heir James.

The most likely candidate for John Heriot’s tather would be Simon Heriot’s son,
George Heriot. Afier all, he di - sign the deed in 1477 for the Cathedral of Ross of
which his grandson, James Heriot, later became Canon. He would also have had
strong ties to the Sine irs, as Henry Sinclair was the Bishop of Ross.

Since Simon had at least three sons, with James. the heir, betng the first. then 1i0s very
likely that George could be the third son of Trabroun as depicted on his Couat of Arms.

One of the exccutors of James Heriot™s (Canon of Ross) will in 15322, was Sir John
Heriot - his uncic?

I bope this article corrects many of the errors that have prevented Heriol researchers
from expanding this tamily and will shed new light on the ancestry of the Heriots.
Buchanans. and Craigs. [t may not be 100" o correct, but [ believe the evidence supports
the conclusions. I would like to acknowledge Mr. Allan R. M. Murray of Edinburgh.
a graduate of Heriot"s School, whose research on the founder has been an inspiration
to me,

HERRIC . . DNA PROJECT

The Herriott Heritage Association has recently embarked on a Surname DNA Project
to ry and tie all Herriott Surnames, regardless of spelling, to their Scottish roots,
Presently we have participants from the United States (Herriott, Harriott, Harriot.
and Heriot), England (Herriott), Scotland (Herriot), Ireland (Herriott), and Australia
(Herriott). So far we have confirme  hat many of these lines have roots originating
in Scotland and could possibly have common ancestry around 1400-1500. We would
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Thomas Gibb, an early 18th century
P ‘:dophile and Adulterer

by Bruce Bishop

Dundurcas was a quict rural parish on the horders of Moray and BanfT, almost preciscly
bisccted by the River Spey, Tt existed until 1782, atter which it was suppressed by
order of the Boundaries Commission. the greater part of it being annexed to Rothes
and the remainder o Boharm. The parish church wus closed at this time, This
suppression may well have been decided on due to the faet that even betore 1782
parts of the parish had already been annexed to Boharm. and the population of the
rump of the parish ot undurcas was reduced to about 500 persens, probably making
it an uneconomic entity n the eyes ol the Chureh,

The Kirk Session Minutes of Dundurcas (or Dundoreas as it was then written) do not
start until 1698, but for a decade in the carly cighteenth century one person, Thomas
(ibb. features ¢ ¢ trequenty in the considerations of the Minister, David Dalrymple,
“s Kirk Elders and the Preshyieries of Aberlour and Elgin,

On 9" Augost | 706 Robert Gibb was identified as one of the four tenants at Craighead' .
in the cast of the parish. or, as the Session Minutes desceribe it, south of the water. The
controversy all started in 1712 when Thomas Gibb in Craighead. almost certainly
ane of his sons, was censured for abusing Margaret Innes, the daughter of Andrew
[nnes in Detmanie, and also for abusing Margaret McGowen. the daughter of William
MeGowen of Cri head. This was ta be the start of over a decade of censure for
Thomas Gibh. During this timwe he appeared at regular intervals before the Session,
the Presbyt and the Synod.

The two girls gave evidence before the Session, and on 22 June 1712 the Kirk
Sesston Minutes record that. Marearer Innes, danghier o Andrew Innes, of 12
vears, declaivd that “thiee years ago i the month of June, Thones Gibb mett with her
under her father s house, and 00t e hands afier e had strugeled with her and sent
her home Bleeding. " Margaret MoGowen, of age 10 vears, declaivd that '« peenty
daves ago Thomas Giblh came o ler when she waes keeping her father s sheep ahout
the toun. And bound her hands and stopped her mouth, that she might not crv, and
then thiew her over and ueted her breast, but could not well anv other thing that he
did " She was inguived ar i any baodie saw him, answered ves, Elizabeth Maver,
George Mitehell s servant ) who was standing without was cafled upon and interrogate
it she saw Thomas Gibh strugeling [wWith] or haeming the said Margaret McGowen.
Elspet Muver told that she saw Thomas Gibb Iving wupon Margaret MeGowen and all
her cloaths up about lrer and when he rose up she save fim (ving up his breeches and
[he had her pluid abowt him, Although this would scem to have been a possible case
of assault or ¢ven rape, Thomas Gibb was merely rebuked and fined for scandalous
carrigge and the matter was taken no further, The Session finding it to he scandallous
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aie’ man s xervice endeavouring (o sett as much as woded pay her penaltic.and the
Session could not argue with thes.

Thomas Gibb was back inaction again in 1721 when he wus reputed to be the father
at'a child by Christian Watt, a servant to Robert Grant in Achroisk and probably
fellow-servant to bis wife. The Sexsion did not even bother to call him this time; the
matter being referred directly to the Presbytery, but they soon referred it back again.
On 28" May 1721 Christian Wait doclaivd in fuce of Session to bis face that fre several
times indue d her from the house to [the] &iln and barn to 1t sacks when there were
aone o lift . wid there conmitted uncleanness with her, and thercafter abused her
frequently. o He alvo caused her to draw blood in the feer, thae she ndght parwith
child, This attemipte bortion did net work, and then he wanted her (o goe ro the hie
fends and e vould goe svith her. He, of course. denied all ot this. The case was agam
reterred to the Preshytery, and when he cventually deigned to attend them on 25
July Christian Walt confessed but he denicd it. The minutes simply record nothing
done in the aftair and 10was deterred to the next Presbytery meeting at Dutfus.

On 29" August Christian repeated her condession and further decluired that Thomas
Gihh had since last proshitric doy had confessed his guilt with her before Elspet
Cook and Marearet Wilvon borhy living in Elein. Thomas did not appear that day.
Alt gh Thomas Gibb. Christian Watt and Flspet Cook appeared when called on
28" November the absenee of Margaret Wilson nmieant that the case could not be
continued.

The case appears to have eventually been heard. but net recorded, and on 6" February
1722 1 Lomas Gibb was finally brought to justice hetore the Presbytery. and confessed
Lo his several cases oladultery, including that with Christian Watt. The case was then
referred back to the Dun - reas Kirk Session and lus initial punishment was to stand
in sackeloth on the Sabbath for 12 consecutive weeks. This punishment was no surprise,
his reputation had gone before hint and. despite many attempts and assurances he
wis unable to find any man in the parish who was willing to stand caution for him.
By I8" of November he was reported to be hedfast and was unable to appear before
the Session or the Presbytery to reccive his further punishment.

In January 1723 Thomas Gibb was now in better health, and was able to resume his
penance in sackeloth. which now appears to have lasted oft and on for a total of about
nine months. By the 3* of February he seems to have tired of his punishment and it is
noted in the Session Minutes that ose of owr number made report that Thomas Gibh
had abseted himself fiom satisfving the chuveh discipline any fonger. On the 170 of
February Katherin Wilson told the Session that frie desvred her to go out of the countrie
with her, she refused, and anyway he had already left, leaving her with the child.
On 2" April 1723 The Moderator represented thar Thomas Gibh in Dundurcas
coivicted of adwdtery being thrice cited from the pdpit of Dundurcas to appear before
that Session had not compeared. (IWwas] appainied that fie be declured fugitive from
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A Schoolmaster
Chirnside, Berwickshire

That Mr. Thomas Russell was elected Schoolmaster of the Parish of Chirnside on the Sixteenth
day of June One thousand, Seven hundred and Sixty Cight. That he was married o Agnes
Service on the Seventeenth day of Septemher One thousand Seven hundred and ninety nine.
That he has now One son in life Viz George Eliza horn on the Sixth day of November One
thousand Seven hundred and Ninety Nine years, is attested at Chirnside the twenty eighth day
of July, _.z2hteen hundred and ten years by

Thomas Russell

Geo McLean  Proses

That Mr. Thomas Russell did die on the Sixicenth day of August Eighteen hundred and ten
years is attested by
John White (signature)

That Mr. Thomas Dickson was translated from the Parish of Foulden 1o the Parish of Chimside
within the bounds of the Presbytery of Chirnside on the day of Decemher Eighteen hundred
1 ten years is atteste 1t Chirnside the 27 July [811.

Mr, Dickson born E785
h Dickson born 1792 Thomas Dickson (signature)
Thos, Ingram, P. (signature})

That Mr. Thomas Dickson was married to Mary Simpson on the 28 September 1813 and they
had a son born on the 14 September 1814 named David, is attested at Chimnside the 29 July
1815,

Thos. Dickson (signature)
Will Knox P.(si_ ture)

That Mr, Thomas Dickson ar Mary Simpson had a sc  >orn on the 25th February 1816
named Thomas.

That Mr. The 5 Dickson and Mary Simpson had a Daughter born on the 6 March 1818
named Jane.

That Thomas Dickson and Mary Simpson had a Daughter born on the 14th of December 1819
named Alisen.

Tho. Dickson (signature)
Thos. Ingram. P. (signature}

That Thomas Dickson and Mary Simpson had a sen born 7th of February 1824 named William.

Tho. Dickson (signaturc)
Jn. Hamilton. P. (signature)

That Thomas Dickson and Mary Simpson had a Daughter born March 1826 named Elisabeth.
Source: National Archives of Scotland. Reference: CH2/386/18/1
Contributed by Russell Cockburn
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