The Seottish Genealogist

CONTENTS

Papc

Editorial | . 26
The Emigzrant Ship: The Hector

Rev. Donald MacKinnhon 27

Tombstones in Old Calton Ceretery,
Edinburgh. J. F. Mitchell | 33

Perish Registers in the MNew
Register House. E. 4. Hogan,
Resistrar General - 35

Grieg and his Scottish ancesixry
by J. Russell Qreig, C.B.H&.°

L Review, Jcan Dunlop : 42
Dictionary of Emigrant Scots U 43
Notes : . | - 45
Queries | S 46
‘ Notices . | 47
The Scottish Genealogy Society 48

e gl S
|

Yol. ITI. No. 2. April, 1956 - a/sa.

A iy el — o e S el S Y ol Syl e —r—

i-ﬁ._—-ll-l*'_-l . el R wh yo




EDTTORT s Ly

In the very first issue of the Scottish Genealogist the
possibility of drawing up a Dictionary of Enigrant Scots was
discussed and we received nany Tavourable comments on the
project. aAlthough nothing further has been done in  this
connection for more than two years while the Scotiish Gene-
alogy Society has been finding it's feet, the idea has mnot
been overlooked. In nearly every issuvue of the liagazine there
have been articles or queries which deal with Scots overseas,
in the Ncw World,. in Iurope, in -the Commwonwealth or 1n Ire~
land - in this particular nmuibcer we 1nclude tThe story of a
fagous fanily of emigrants to Norway. Ve feel that the time -
has now coime for the Society to berin work on the Dictionary
of Bmigrant Scots and during the general discussion Tfollow-
ing Dr.kacKinnon's lecture to the Society in March 1856 (see
p.27. below) several suggestions were made on ways and means.
Since none of the office Dbearers in the Socicty are people
of unlimited leisure we rust, of necessity, begin very slovw-
ly. On page 44 below readers will find the details of an
appeal for inforrnation about passenger lists of crigrant
shiips sailing from Scotland before 1830. VWe rust stress the
fact Tthat 2t present we connot handle any nther infornation,
mich as we would like to accept all that wvould be obtained,
nor can we, as yet, answer questions on indiviaual epdgrants.
¥e shall publish the details we rcceive from time to time in
the Magazine and from these snall begimmings we hope to build
up a useiul body of information. Later, when the project 1s
well under viay, 1t niey be possible to find someone to deal
egspeclally with the work involved but until that heppy day,
please have pity on your Zditor - send in only what is re-~
quested and do not ask for details of individual enigrants.
‘Thank you'!
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THE IBIIGRANT SHIP: TEE HECTOR

Extracts from a lecture given 1o the Scottish Genealesy
Socliety on 15th March, 196

"We venture to say'", writes Dr. George Patterson in his
History of Pictou County (p..55), "that there is no one
element in the population of these Lower Provinces (Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island) upon which thgir social,
moral, and religious condition has depended more than upon
its Scottish immigrants, and of +these that band in the
'Hector' were the ploneers and vanguord®. VWe regard wath
deep appreciation this geruine recognitior, by the historian
of Pictou, of the work of these early emigrants or our kith
and kin, but the unfolding of the causes tlat culminated i1n
the sailing of the Hector with its lmman carge 1is a sad
story. ‘ |

. Coigach in the north-west corner of Ross-shire formed
part of the ammexed estate of Cromarty. Tt was from this
corner that most of the pioneers of the Hector emigrated 1Iin
1773, and their many petitions to the Baard of Ammexed ‘Es-
tates give us the reasons why. The administration of the
Board was in the main wise and humane and free from any kind
f selfish or petty tyramny. Captain Forbes, the cdhief
factor, was sympathetic with the poor and avoided anything
harsh and arbitrary. .But he was served by sub-factors who
did their best for themselves and "creatures of their ouwn"
without particular regard. to the needs of the mss of the
people.

In 1756 Peter May reports to the Board that he is sur-
veying at Coigach and has orders 1o measure the sub-temnts'
ressessions soparate from the principal tracksmen, to do
wnich alstinetly iz almost imposslble. Por™, he sSays,
Tthey are s0 in E:ﬂmven with one another and run ridged on
sundry farms with the tenants themselves, and these ridges
ere only patches that they dig up with a crocked spade.™
Then he shows what extraordinary congestion there must have
teen, "So very swall are the rideges" he proceeds " that
there will be above 100 ridges in an acre scattered up and
down Like lazy beds of potatoes." As a rule a man had only
on3 ridge, so these conditilons created oppressive proverty.
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Jne official's own solution of the land problem is: "The
best plan would be to break scme farms and £ill them en-
tirely with the present sub-~tenants to detach them t0 remote
corners at soae distance from the principal tacksmen."

Hers then are two opposing policies. The first, to
break up farms and settle +the prople on them, would have
settled the land problem at its inception. The second,
which unfortunately the Board of Annexed Estates adopted
(and 2lmost a1l Highland landlords) is the key to the dark
and. tragic history of Highland evictions and emigrations.

Yet the Board of Ccmmilssioners in adopting the policy
of detaching the sub-tenants +to remote corners mist not be
regarded as acting with a sinister intention. On the con-
trary, the purpose was qulte laudable. For it was to place
these <reople in villages contiguous to the rich {fishing
grounds of Lochbroom, to set up a rope factory and to intro-
duce also arts and crafts This vas done in conjunction
with the efforts of the British Fisheries Society and the
Highland Socilety.

Unforvunately with all this, blaclfaced sheep were in-
troduced to Coigach by Ninian Jeffrey from his native Kelso
in 1755, with the result that the larger tacksmen, who ulti-
mately became proprietors, pursued the policy of detaching
.the sub-tenants to "remote cormers" with great zest. Thus
sheepfarming, which was now so remunerative, gave the pace
to the depopulation it required. The “remote corners® and
the undeveloped fishing industry cculd not absorb a fraction
of the dispossessed. The only liberty then left to these
poor but freeborn peoplc was the choice between - stzrvation
and -emigration. With all their deeply rooted love for their
native land they chose the latter.

ihen British supremacy was being established on the gares
of the St. Lawrence, o strenuous effort was made by a
company, knovm as the Philadelphian Company, to colonise
Nova Scotia, but without much success. But the colonisation
of Nova Scotla entered on a new phase when the celebrated
Scotsman, Dr. Witherspoon, equally pre-eminent as a theolog-
lan, educationist and statesman, conveved all the lands he
cvned 1n Pictou to John Pagen, a CGreenock merchant, in ex-
change for laonds the latter ovmced in the States. Pagan had
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an old weather-worn ship, named Hector, which brouszht eni-

grants to Boston in 1772. Boent on making his emidgration
scheme a success, an agent, John Ross, was sent to the High-
lands. This man had some knoviledge of Plictou, and was a
vigorous propagandist, who with a brezen face and a gLib
: tongue depicted Pictou as a land of wonderful enchantrent,
with broad and fertile acres, and trees that yielded Doth
sugar and soap. The men of ILochbroom and of other places
were captivated by the glamour of this land of promise; but
with the roots of countless generations of thelr race deeply
embedded in their native soil, they could not transplant
themselves without making a g::nal appeal +to the Bc::ard to
avert this painful necessity.

The gyear of 1772 was one of great loss of cattle
throughout +the Highlands by want of "lkeep'. This added
oalamity intensified their misery. In their petition to :the
Board they recall their former prosperity, when black catile
fetched high prices, and "victual®™ sold for two shillings
per boll. They then lived: decently, and were able to pay
rents punctually, which induccd the proprictors as waell as
the Board to lay an augumentation uvpon their lands.  Their
cattle were starving -.a2lthough they spent all their corn on
them, so that their families were without bread and their
lands without seed, and even although +the poor helped the
pooxr as best they could "“the pec}ple are i a starv:mg con-

dition.

And here follows the sinister inflwence of the enmigra-
tion agent, and the pang at the thought of departure to a
foreign country. YIn this deplorable situation -some of the
inhabitants have thoughts of +transporting thensclves and
families +to North Admerica, but upon nature deliberation
thought proper to meke their case known to the Board". They
craved +that +the Board would give them their possessions
according to the "judicial rental®. Then "the petitioners
will drop all thought of going to America¥.  Ifurdo Macaulay
of Auchinadraen, Coigach, petitiones in his own behalf for
rcduction of rent, and says: Yis the petitioner must acknow
Ledge that he has little inclination to emigrate to ifrerica
with such others -of the Coigach people as are going, he
happening to have a rmumercus weak family, upon that account
prefers staying". Most of the petitioners subscribe in
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initials. Alexander Robertson, & nephew of Mr. James Robert-

son, minister of Lochbroom, =signs in a c¢léar bold hand and'.
so does mrdo Machulay. Then come initials, which represent

¥ocleods,liacKenzies, ilaclennans,Mathesons and Macleans. Then

follow names neatly written ouwt in full: Alexander . lMaoc-

Kenzie, John MacLean, William Mac{enzie, Donald Haciulay,

John MacKenzie (Ullapool), and John Macleod (designated

Lieutenant for Inverpollie). This last subscriber Y“served,
in Germany in nany caspaligns in Colonel Kelith's Highland

Regivent', and offered to introduce "lLucerne and Burnst

gross? to Coigach. There are altogether 31 names and in-

itials to these petitions, mostly heads of families.

The petitioners waited patiently for redress from the
Board, but none came. The Hector came instead. She +was
conmanded by dJohn Spears, and dJames Orr and John Anderson
were first and second mates respectively. On arrival at
Lochbroom, the Hector had already on board three families
and five young men, shipped at Glasgow. With heavy heart the
men of Colgach boarded this slow salling lmilk and embarked
on the great adventure, leaving forever behind them +the
hills and homes they loved. A party of emigrants from the
Beauly district of Inverness-shire, and another party from
fissynt in Sutherlond also sailed with the Coigach people and
for the same reasons. 4s they were leaving Ullopool, a
piper care on board, who had not paid his passage. The
captain ordercd him ashore, when the passengers interceded,
offering to share their rations with him in exchange for his
rmsic, and he was allowed to remain. There was not’ one
person on board who had ever crossed the Atlantic, except
one sallor.

The passage was a long and tragic one. Smallpox aud -
dysentry broke out on board and 18 persons, most of - them
children, dled and were compitted to the Sea. 0One child was
born during the voyage. When the Hector arrived off the
‘coast of Nevfoundland, 1t encountered a terrific gale, which
drove 1t so far back that 1t toock fourteen days to get back
again to the coast. as the voyage was thms prolonged th
stock of vprovisions and water was almost exhausted, and as
vhat was left consisted mainly of salt meat, they suffered
greatly from the scarcity of wvater. The catcakes  carried
by them became mouldy, and, not expectinzg to be so long at
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sea, nany of them threw them away, but fortunmately for tham,
one of the emigrants, Hugh MaclLeod, a native of .issynt, more
- prudent than the rest, gathercd into a bag, the discarded
oat-cakes, and during the last few days of the voyage, this
wos the only food they had.

On 17th September 1773, the Hector dropred anchor oppo-
site where <+the towm of Pilctou now stands. She had left
Lochbroom, according to Dr. George Patterson, on 1lst July,
with 43 fomilies and 29 uvnmarricdnen. The mmwoery of souls
who disembarked 1in round numbers were 200. snd vith that
embarkation began the effcctive settlement of Nova Scecotia.
It is true that the emigrant ship Hope had arxived, in 1767,
in Pictou, but her passengers were from Philadelphia and
were of mixed fmerican, English South of Scotland and MNarth
of Ireland origin, and, strange as 1t may appear, it vwas the
Hector pioneers, although six years later in arriving, Who
made the greatsr and nore lasting spiritual and material
contribution to the development and progress of Nova Scotia.

To begin with the troubims and disappointmm ts of the
North of Scotland men were enormous. Llthough the kiltsand
bagpipes {rightened the Indians, the bitter frosts and heavy
snows did not yield to their spell. . Severe hardchips were
faced bravely. Their native manliness and the coaforts of
their faith served them well. They never flinched ond they
mnade good. They were a religious people, with the inpress
of their teachers marked indelibly on their characters.
These were the Rev.James Robertson of Lochbroom, a - fervent
Evangelical and zealous educationist. The other was Murdoch
- Sage, catechist and teacher, who became the rrogenltor ofa
long line of distinguished ministers in the Highlands. The
Ross-shire, Sutherland and Inverness-shire pioneers of 1775
made their influence felt in Pictou and in other parts of
Fova Scotia, and their descendants impressed themselves in a
remarkable vey wherever they settled in Cemada.

In Dr. George Patterson's History of Pictou there is a
1list of the emigrants 1in the Hector, dravm up about 1857 -~
sixty four years after her arrival in Pictou. Llthough
doubtless the list is not comple te, for it is not based on
any official returns made at the time of soiling, it is im-
porlant as giving short accounts of the personal and faily
history and of the record of the places of settlement of
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nmany of those who were passengers on the Hector.

Of the emigrants +taken on board the Hector at Glasgow,
John Patterson is the best known. He settled near the
future +tovm of Pictou, Decame a prosperous business man, g
Justice of thec Peace, and a leading citizen. His grandson
was the pocinstaking historian of the County of IPictou, the
Rev. George Patterson D.D. to whose book I an indebted for
much infornation regarding the Highlanders who sailed in the
Hector. It wvas from +the Diaries and Memnoranda of William
Mackenzie that Dr. Patterson obtained most of his informa-
tion. lMackenzie was one of the two English speaking emi~
grants from Coigach and belonged %o a cadet branch of the
fariily of Seaforth. He was well educated and had been en-
:gaged as schoolmaster to the Hector emigrants, but as they .
did not settle as they hnd expected as 2 group in Pictou, he
netrer hnd an opportunity to carry on his schoolmastering.

This is, in brief compass, the history of the IEmigrant
Ship Hector and the band of pioneers which it carried from
Lochbroon in 0ld Scotland to Pictou in New Scotland. LAs we
view +the mammer of the going forth of +these.brave people
from the land +hey so dearly loved we fell .a lump in our

throat, but as we +think of the heroic way 1in which they
faced, endured and surmounted great difficulties and untold
hardships in carving for themselves in the winderness digni -
fied and frugal homes, and of +the wonderful contribution
their descendants have nade +to the bDuilding of the great
ninion of Canada, wWe are filled with gamuine pride.,

Donald Mackinnon.
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Sumnmary of genealogical data from tombstones 1in cetached

sortion of QLld Calton Cenctecry, Edinburgh (north side of
Waterloo Place ). This portion is generally closed to tho

public.
Abbreviations. a. for age; d. for died; da. for daughter;
s. for son and w. for wife. - ‘

(1) Wi. Fleeming portioner and brewer in Craig End 4. 19.11l.
1733 a. 69;
his w. Christian Gifford d. 2Y.7.1742 a. 70;
James Fleeming portioner and brewer in Craigend d.2.3.1747
a., 083
two of his children; ,
John Fleming his grandson doctor in Bengal repaired the
stone in 18l8.
(2) Isabella Cairnie d. 24.9.1845 a. 65 and Susan d. 26.11.
1859 das. of Thomas iillcr mexrchant Edinburgh.
(3) James Curtis smith in Calton 4. 14.1.1757 a. 49;
Mary w. of Richard Curtis mmsical instrument maker Calton
d. 7.2.1813; - _ |
their s. John Curtis d. 235.12.18235 a. 23.
(4) James Burgess merchant and freeman of Calton d. 5.2.1855
a. ©9; -
his w, Jane Wilson d. 22.8.1854 a. 71;
their s. Janes Burgess merchant Lo.:l.nburgh d. 22.6.1888 a.7;
his w. Isabella f4lexander d. 10.5.1892 a.76.
(5) John Bladkwood, Edg., d. 24.5.1837 a.58;
- his w. Isabella Carmichael 4. 18.5.1852 a. 71;
‘their eldest s. Lhlexander, minister to the deaf and dumb,
Edi nburgh, d.22.11.1820;
their da £mn d. 16.1.1824 a. 1 ycar 1 nmonth; -
s3 Se John d. 22.8.18292 a. 20 years 11 months;
+s S. Hugh d. 7.4.1838 a. 29; .
sy Ga. Isabella d. 6.7.1857;
s, da. Jessie Drysdale born 92.7.1813 d. 17.2.1903;
last surviving da. Gatherine born 17.10.1817 d.26.8.
1905

Thomas Bleclcwood merchant d. 17.3.18585 a. 43;
" (8) Janet, Christian and Agnes das. of Thﬂnas Robertson

sardener burgess of Edinburgh (of whom sgnes d. 20.9.1729
a. 2.)
(7) Jannett only child of James Steuart, Esq., of Lassrrade,
d. in Edirburgh 25.9.1844 a, 75.
‘ . I e




(8) Francis irmstrong merchant in Bdinburgh 4. 24.1. 1802 a
79:
his w. Janet Tweedie d. 11.12.1788;
their eldest ds. Jean &. 27.1.1793;

sy Se andrew merchant in Bdinburgh d. 19.2.71804 a. 88;

EQ) Lidam Hure nmerchant in Calton 1783.

10) W2 Tweedie farmer born 11.6.1728 d. 18.4.1792; two of
his L'LﬂSI,

John Yyber d. 31.8.1845 a. 63; ninisteor of the Relief Church
for 3J years;

his Ga. iary Twecedie d. young.

(11) James Vebster shoemaker in Calton d. 21.5.1784 a. 64
two children and other relatives;
ercceted by Janet Elder for her nmother Jenet Elder who @.
12.1828 a. 37.

(12) Jomes iberdour brassfounder in Edinburgh; d. 4.8.1799
a. B4; .
erec.'t‘.co. by his s. James Lieut. of the J:byal Navy

(13) Saimel PFrench clerk in the G.P.0.Edirburgh 4. 29.3.17809
a. 69;
erscted by his widow Mexrjory Grant.

(14) John Kidd, native of I'Grlcshlre vintner 1in Edinburgh
d. 11.3.1810 a. 42.

(15) John Smart shoensker Calton d. 28.2.1802 a. 72;
his w. Hclen Watson d. 12.12. 1833 a. 87; '
their s. John Snart, Bdinburgh, d. 8.11.69 a. 74 for over -
20 years trecasurcr to the Calton Incorporation;
his w. Magdalene Glass ¢. 6.11.1903 a. 67,
their da. Heloen d. 61.3.1844 a. 22;

John Snart d. 6.10.1904 a. 835.
16) James Huicheson shoemaker in Calton.
gl‘?) Margaret Darling d. 9.8.1890;
’) McLaren d. 20.11.1864.

(18 ) Ninian Romanis saddler d. 18.8.1842 a. 68;
his w. Jane Morton d. 13.1.1883 a. 74;
their s. 4dam d. 19.10.1833 a. 27;

»» B. Ninian Romamis merchant Edinburgh &. 1l.11. 18'76 2.62;
‘his widow Mary Sonerville d. 23.12.1890 a. 67;

(19) David Hogg, Edinburgh d. 25.1.1865 a. 63;
his das. larion and Helen d. in early life.

(“13 Eghoms Hoggz, Surgeon 76th Reginent d. at Edlnburgh 12.

18602

his sons Thomnas, Artaur.
oL

J. P, Mit3kell.




PARTSH RECISTERS IV THE NEY REGISTER HOUSE
Ixtracts from a lecture given to the Scottish Gmcalogj,r

Society L5th February, L1956,

The three events of birth, marriage and death have been
subjects of record from the ecarliest times of which we have
any knowledge, and it has always been a mavizr of profound
interest to Imman beings to try to establish the 1ine of
their forbears. It 1s truc that it vas often a matter of
great importance thaid they should establish the line and the
priority of +their descent because positions and privileges
primarily depsenced upon it, but the irterest has always been
deeper than that. Pecople 1ike to Iknmow something aloutb
their background for its ovn sgke and indeed it would De a
“strange thing 4if humanity confincd its interest to +he
short period of its own day.

Someone has observed +that the Iman being however il- -
lustriocus or successful or pre-eminent he or she may be has
a more important function still. That 1s to be a 1link in
the chain. And I suppose that that afier all is the heart
and, essence of ganealogy and the symbol and token of the :Ln—
terest of the genealogist.

That the interest is an old one is plain enough from
the series of geneslogies 1n waich the old testament so
freely abounds. There is obvicusly an eagerness to trace
the ccmnection back to some venerated source so thaet after
the lapse of many centuries a people or a tribe may find
some ground. rcal or maﬁlnaxy to pride themselves upon their
standing and descent.

It 1s kelileved that the Greeks and Romans had registers

c:f births and burials, Dut it must Drobably have bzen a
difficult +thing in the early strugsles of Chrisianity  ©o
naintain any sort of organised machinery of that kind. in
the early Henaissance there are said -to have been some such
.records kept Iin certain parts of France and by ore at any
rate of ithe priests in Florence vliich in those days was
bringing back into the Buropean scene so nany things of art
eand organisation that had been Dburicd for many centuries.
The Florentine priest is said to have kept a tally of the
children beptised by putting beans in a bag - a white bean
for a girl and a black bean for a Doy - and counting up the
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result at the end of each ycar. He was a very practical
statistician.

One of the Spanish cardinals is said to have Ilnaugura-
ted a systen of parish registers ebout the time of the dis-
covery of fimerica by Columbus, and in modern times that is
sapposed to have been the first serious attempt -to establish
a general systemn. Soon afterwards, in 1548, Henry VIII's
Secretary of State, Thomas Cronnvell, instituted a system in
England for registering christenings, weddings and burials.
But we know that succeeding decades were full of - religious
and civil turmoil and no doubt Crorwclli's system went domwm
in the general commotion. : '

I believe that Scotland's first attenpt at reglstratlan
cape about 1551 when a TProvincial Counclil of the Scottish
clerry held at Edinburgh under James Hamilton, Archbishop of
St. Andrews, enacted among other +things that every curate
wes henceforth to keep a rcgister of baptisms and proclana-

tions -of marriage. No provision was made for recording
burials, and this scems to have been realised because there
is record that the General Assembly at their convention in
1565 in Edinburgh decreed that besides keeping a register of
the namecs and residence of persons deceased 1n thelr respec-~
tive parishes and the dates of +their death the ministes
should deliver a copy thereof to the procurator fiscal. This
would almost secm to suggest. would it not, that the condi-
tion of Scotland in those days was such that the Assembly
had reason to doubt whether many of the deaths were in the
ordinary course of nature.

In Scotland, and in BEngland too, registration of wvital
events did not proceed very happily. In 1616 an Act of the
Privy Council decreed that registers of births, deaths and
narriages were to be kept by every ninister in Scotland and
further that extracts thereof "shall mak faith in all and
whatsonever judgements within this kingdonm®. The old words
are full of Interest and “mak faith" evidently means that
the . extracts would be acceptable as proof, giving faith +to
whatever statenents or other evidence of which their con-
tents could supply confirmation.

That is one of the purposes, probably the main purpose,
for which extracts of births, deaths and marriages are sup-
plied today so that they may for exammple help appllcants for
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old age opensions to prove their age or widows pcnsl. on 't:c'a -
prove their widdowhood.

Even that enactment of l6lG seems- in the course of the
years to have proved ineffective as the matter of registra-
tion wes the subject of ecclesiastical injJunctions on nmany
occasions durinz the ensuving two centuries. The last I be-
lieve was in 1816 when the General Assanbly of the Church of
Scotland recommended that registers of births, mama[,es and.
deaths should be kept in every parish.

The imperfect condition of Scottish parish. registers
attracted the attention of various writers such as fAmot
writing in 1779 on the History of Bdinburgh. Irequent al-
lusions to the unsatisfactory state of the registers ocarrr-~

ed also in Sir John Sinclair's memorable Statistical Acoount
of Scotland published in 1798. Arnot was particularly bitter
and venomous. He accused the keepers of tho dcath registers
of drunkenness and of failing to.record deaths “as tThereby
they may peculate the slare of the mort cloth money due <o

. the charity workhouse". But the principal czuse of the in-
perfection of the " registers was undoubtedly the negligencc
of the people in general, particularly thc Disscnters. -An

Act of 1783 imposed a stanp duty of 3d. on every registra-
tion. - ILike the window tax this was completely misconcelved
and could not have failed to meke the position worse, . putt-
ing a charge as it were on compliance with the registration
system. - The only surprising thing about this Act-i1s that
it took eleven years to repecal it. As appears from Arnot's
criticisms of the death records these were in Tact . aash
transactions - hardly what could have been intended by the
ecclesiastical authorities responsible for them. .

A curious thing about the payment JLor the use of the
nort cloth being taken as cvidence of death is that when a
meniber of the congregation presented a church with a new
nmort cloth he and his fmily were thereby often exempted
from the payment of the mort cloth ducs. The net result was
that their deaths were not recorded as there was no .paynent
to be the subject of a record. . lioreover it seems that some
private soclieties had their owm mort cloths. A4And 1Irndeed
many burials took place where no mort cloth was used at all.

Early in the 19th century it began to become: increas~
ingly obvious that vital registration was necossary to
97




enable soie improvement to e made in soclal conditions, and
further that registrations must be complete and accurate. .
Already it was startingly plain that living in crowded oon-
ditions in nost unsanitary and unclean surroundings was af-
feeting the health of the people. Statistical information
was necessary, as it still is, as a basis for necessary ac-
tion. And the cxverience to which I have briefly alluded
had shown, that the necessary information could be  obtained
only by cormulsion. Ingland was first in the field with its
Act setting up a systenm of corpulsory registration on lst
July 1837, and oddly enocugh 1t took Scotland nearly 18 years
to follow with its Act introducing compulsory registration
of births, deaths and marriages with effect from lst Jamary
18585.

Incidentally the Scottish system was based rather wupon
that of the Code IMapoleon than of the IEnglish system which
did not follow that code. The differences are of prime im-
portance to . the genealogist because this means that Scot-
land's registration system includes particulars which are
not included in the English system. I shall return to this
at a later point. Jlieantime I am trying to keep to the his-
torical development which has so far brought us to the in-
troduction of the Scottish system.in Jamary 180585,

At this point T should like to look back at the past
from another point of view. Ve have seen something of the
defects of vhat they used to do but I have said nothing
about. 1ts merits. Yet defective though 1t was there i1s 1in
the agaregate a very large body of records in Scotland kept
by the established church and available in the New Register
Fouse. Theict of 1855 required the established churcn to
send to the Register.Housc for permanent safe keeping all
records of births, baptisms, marriages and deaths in their
possession at the beginning of 18655. - This applied to the
established clmrch of the country and it only.

, Therzs are in the New Register House as a result of this
wise provision some 4,000 parish registers of the Clmrch of
Scotland. There were 1little short of 1,000 parishes in
Scotland in 1855, and we have registers for aill butv one of
them. That, as a matter of interest, was the parish of the
Small Isles (i.e. Canne, P, Figg, ete. ). Of course the
period covered by the registers vavrics very widely. None of
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the regis‘f;ers- goes back beyond 1551 and only in the counti es
of Aberdeen, Angus, Perth, Fife, Clackaannan, Stirling, West
Lothian, iiidlothian, Tast Lothian and Roxburgh are there re-
gisters in our custody of datc prior to 160lL.

In 35 parishes the registers in our possession do not
go back beyond 1801.

' These firures will give you a rough general idea of the
extent to which records are available bcfore the introduc-
tion of compulsory rcgistretion in 1855. In fect experience
has shown that these parochial recigisters have beamn very

'valueble as a source.of genealogical information. But of
"~ course it must primarily be a maticr of chance whether for
any particular iten of information there will be a- register
and whether, if there is a register, the event will be en-
tered in it. ‘

There is variation t0oo in the material entered in these
old parochial registeres. Generally baptisms were eutcred
not births. Sonmctines marriages were entered sometines not;
and, generally speaking,. deaths were recorded in the regls-
ter.

~ _The information given was not usually very elaborate.
‘Baptismal entries show usually - no more than the Christian
naie of the child ané the full names of' the father and
niother. Sc:-nctmes the occupation of the father may be given
. also and sonch.mcs the' address or the nome of the farm for
 exaople. For marrisges tho names of the contracting. varties
are generally given and often nothing more unless one of
them came from sone other parish. Sonetinres the nan's
occunation may be given. Tor deaths often there is only the
nane of the deceased anG the date of: death. | Sonctwmes the
occupation is given but rnot as a rule and still lcss fre-
ﬂuenbly the address.

I turn now to the . sitnation after the introdwction . of
compulsory. registration in 1855. - As I mentioned earlier,
the Scottish systein was based upon the French rather than
- the English S}u'ucn, and included particulars not indl udcd in

registrations 'in Englend.

When a birth is registered the particulars recorded in
.Scotland are the name and scx of tThe child, the date of
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borth, hour of birth, placc of birth, thc nanes of the

Parents and the date and place of marriage of the parents.
The hour of birth is asked in England only in plural births,
but of course this id not normally an iten of importance to
the genealogist.

Nelther are the date and place of marriage of the
parsnts asked in England, and these arc items often of +the
greatest importance in attempting to pursue a genealogical
scarch. For exarmle unless one kmows the date of marriage
‘one carmmot readily discover the registered particulars of a
marriage which carry one back into the previous generation
because they include particulars of each spouse. And equally
the placc of marriage is often of first class drportance.
Where, as is often the case, the parents have moved out of
the arca where they marricd and the birth of the child is in

another area, all previous rccord mnight for lack of know-
ledge be totally inaccessible without this information as to
the place of their arriage.

In the registration of marriages the date and place of
the marriege arc recorded and for each spouse thére are re-
corged the nanme, age, occupation and residence, the father's
neme, occupation and the mother's name. These you will ob-

serve are very full particulars and supply 2 wide range of
identifying details. In Scotland the mother's name is re-
corded but not in England,and this can again be a very valu-
able iten of information since otherwise the mother's owm
naine and the name of her family would not normally be known.

It 1s true also of the registration of deaths that the
particulars have a considerable amplitude. TFor the deceased
person there are recorded the name, occupation, marital cor-
dition, - name of the spouse, +the date, hour and place of
death and the age and sex. The father's name and ocarpation

are also recorded; for the nother the name is recorded.
. And finelly the cause of death is also recorded.

" in England I think iInformation ahﬂu't the parents 1is
recorded only in certain types of case and not génerdl ly.
Always we have in Scotland the name and occupation of the
father of +the deceased person and the name of the mother.
These are itenns of the very greatest value - mostly quite
indispensable 1in fact in-the effcrt to get back into the
prev:.ous generatlon. 20




— Taking the situetion - as a whole you will apmreciate
fron these observations that the registers of births, deaths
and marriages in Scotland offcr a great dcal more naterial
than is avalilable from the registers across the border. And
what is particularly wvaiunable about the additional Ainforma-
tion is that it refers for the most part to the previous
generation, and consequently is of thot moterisl from which
one builds a bridge across the gap sevarating the generation
from the one that follows.

These dii‘fercncés between Englanci and Scotland are
differences which not only. held goc:-cl in 1835 but wluch con-
tinue to hold good today.

Indeed further particulars still were asked in Scotla nd

in 1836, It was found however after a year's experisnoe
that the volume of information reguired for registration was
making it - difficult to work +the machinery with reasonable
efficiency so these poriticulars were dropped after the end
of 1835. They related solely to registration of bixrths.
The poarticulars asked werce the age end the birthplace of the
chitd!s fathcr and +the father!s issue living and .. deccased.
- Children of +the nother by another marriage were usually
glven too thﬁuuﬂ not fﬂI‘I wlly required. -

It soys a great deal for those who approached the in-
troduction of registration in Scotland 100 years ago that

they saw so clearly what particwlars wcould be of value. The

information then required about the issue of the father far
example has been the subject of admiring corment down to the
present day by statisticlans all over the world. They jpro-
vide a basis for an appreciation of the fertility of the
population, and consequently for an estirate of its future
wrend and s0 on. Regrets have been freely epressed in nany

quarters +that these parliculers, never asked in England,
could not have been contimed. And 1ndeed they have becn
resumed on & confidential basis undcr the Population (Stat-
istics) Act of 1938. The purposc of that hct was to enable
additional meterial to be obtained about the populaiigon and
cspecially vidth regard to the fertility of marriage which
had been the concern so long of those who framed the orig-
inel Registrathon Lct in Sco tland.

. A. Hogan,
47 . Registrar General,
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Creic, C.B.E.

and his Scottish nncestry by J. Russcll
| A Review

The ancestors of Edvard Grieg, the great commposer, went
to orvay from Scotland. FPFor many years there were romantic
storlies of how Alexander Greig fled from the aftermath of
lLiarr's rebellion, or of Culloden, from the persecution of
Episcopalians or even from the general harrying of the lac-
Gregors in the early seventcenth century. 1In a fascinating,
but unfortunately very short, monograph Dr. J. Russell Greig-
shows that, far from fleeing the country, Alexander emipra-
ted peacefully and even . prosaically to Bergen to take up a
post in the office of the British Consul: filexander vas the
- son of John Grelg, tenant in liosstoun of Czixmbulg in the
parish of Rathen in Aberdeenshire, and he was born in 1739.
It is noted that vhen 4Alexander and his brother James sailed
to Horway some tine Dbebtween 1760 and 1770, they were acoomn~
panied on their journey by a man named Christie who, though
Hortreglen born, was the direct descendant of David Christie
. Whose son had emigrated from Montrose more than a century
earlier. This was not to be the last connection between
these <wwo families for the great-great-great-great-grand—
. daughter of David Christie was- to marry the great-grandson
of Jolhn Greig in Iiosstoun of Cairnbulg and they were the
parents of Ldvard Grieg. Tmus the composer could claim
Scottish ancestry through both his father and his mother.

"another point explained by Dr. Russell Greig is the
change of spelling in the name. He shows that on the ‘tomb-
stone in Rathcen Churchyard John in Mosstoun of Cairnbulg
appears as Grieg though there is a quotation from the fly-
lecaf of a life of King Robert Bruce taken to Norway by Alex-
ander to show that John also wused the accepted version of
Grelg. Certainly in the 1770's the spelling of proper nomes
was not as uniform as it is today. But it was no accident
. that caused Alcxander after he obtaiffed Danish citizenship
in 1779 (Norway was then part of. the Kingdom of Demmark) :to°
spell his namc always as Grieg. - He did this in order that
in his new country it should sound more nearly as he was
used to hearing it pronounced at home in Buchan.

On settling down in Bergen, Alexander Grieg, now a
Danish citizen, set up as a fish merchant exporting lobsters
and stockfish 1in addition +to hiz work at the Consull's
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office. After sone years these +two interests dragged him
inte difficulties. 4t the time.Britain and France were at
wer with each other while Dermark remained neutral. Llex-
ander apparently refused to allow a small matbter of Danish
citizenship to stand in the way of his loyalty to Britain.
Dr. Russell Greig gives extracts from letters to various im-
portant people in England illustrating the twoubles that
Alexander experienced in his .trade . at. the hands of' the
French Consul from a justly ecrned reputation as a DBritish
agent.

The nmonograph is published by Hinrichsen Baitions Ltd.
and includes photographs, siloucttes and a bibliography of
the more substantial books on Grieg, compiled by ilax Hin-
-richsen. -

Jean Dunlop.

DICTIONARY OF FMIGRANT SCOTS

By way of a very small begimning in this great under-
taking, we are appealing to readers to send ws the biblio-
graphical references for Passenger Lists of Emigrant Ships
sailing from Scotland before 1830. These lists may be fram

. printed or NS sources and in either case a note of the where-
sbouts of the bock or document can be useful - Tor exmmple
most of the sources listed beloir were taken from a Biblio-
graphy produced by H. Lancour for the New YorkRiblic Libraxy
and, so far as I know, none of them is available in Britaln.
The examples below will show the type of material we are
hoping to collect. The information should be send to The
Bditor, Scottish Genealogist, 30 India Street, IEdinvurgh,d
and it will be published in the Magazine from time to time.
Later we will probably be asgking for copies of some of the
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Jists but a2t the moment e wmt the rcference only..

There is no doubt that these lists will not be easy to
find. Local histories may produce sonetwiing, as for exmple
the History of Pictou. Vhile proparing thesc notes I was
unable to find o copy of this book to see whether it also
contained lists of later partics of cnigrants. Robert Drowm
in o pamphlet called "Stricturcs and reimerks on the Tarl of
Selkirk's Observations” statcd that four ships Jleft .the
Coigach district in the first years of the nineteenth cen-
tury - one froi: Isle Martin in 1801, another in 1802 and two
from Ullapool in 1803 - all bound for Pictou. The names of
several of +the emigrant ships are familiar %o us because
they carricd vwell known people - these include the Baliol on
which Flora ond 4llan IacDonald of Xingsburgh sailed  to
‘Carolina and the Pearl which corried John MacDonell of Leel,
his brothers ond friends to Hew York in 1773 - but whether
conplete passenger lists coan be found 1s quite another
natter.

lie have limited the appeal to ships sailing from Scot-
- land. It is true that Iin the years immedintely follovwing
1850 many Scottish emigrants travelled from Liverpool (:ie-—
talled 1lists of emigrants to sustralia from Liverpool and
Glasgow have been taken from the Papers of the Hishland Boi-
gretion Society 1852-1857 and are in the Register House,
Bdinburgh; but before that date it seems unlikely that meny
would have done so. By concentrating on ships we arc, at
‘present, giving first place to Colonial or imerican emigra-
tion rather than to European. This will not be a permanent
feature of the Dictionary which is intended to cover Scots
who went to France, Germoiny, Poland, Holland, Norway, Sweden
and msny other countries. DBut we must start sorewhere.

Exanples of Sources

1. History of Pictou. Rev. George Patterson (passenger list
of the Hector. ) -

2 Emigrant's from Scotland to HNorth America 1774--5. V. R.
Cameron. (only 100 typewritten copies made -~ no infor-
mation of the present whereabouts of any of these. Td.)
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5. Records of Emigrants from England and Scotland to North.
Carolina 1774~5. 4. R. Newsome. (North Carolina his-
torical review Raleigh 1934 vii pp. 39-54; 129-143).

4. Scoich Prisoners sent to Massachusebtts in 1652 by order
of the English Government. (ilew England historical -and
genealogical register, Boston 1847 v. 1 pp. 377~80).

5. Early Highland Immigration to New York. (Hisbtorical
magazine and notes and queries concerning the antigqui-
+ies, history and Dblogranhy of imerica. Morrisania,
1861. Ser. 1. vol. 5 po. 301-4).

NOTES

CLAN STCIETTES .

An early attempt to form a *Clan Chattan fissociation on
the modern basis of a subscription, which I overlooked in
preparing the paper on Clan Societies (Scottish  Geneal ogist
Vol. 1 nos. 2/3 pp. 14-20) is noticecd in The Mackintoshes arnd
Clan Chattan by 4. M. Mackintosh (new edn. 1803) p. 320 - L
The initial agreement is dated Noverber 1727, and it was
supported if not inaugurated by Lachlan Mackintosh of .. Hack-:
intosh; - there is nothing +to show how long it contimued or
povwr it worked, but it was still 1 n existence <three years
later. The clan historian suggests that it did not long
survive this chief, who died in October 1731. R.W.M.
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SELRCHERS LIST

Scottish Genealogist Vol. IIT p. 21. The address of the
Hon. Secretory of the Scottish Genealogy Society is, of
course 24 Beveridge Road, Kirkealdy, and not 27 as printed.,

| QUERTIES
IIT/4. PFORDYCE. Colonel-a. R. Fordyce of New York informs
ne that he once had a published axrticle stating that
"Fordyce" gioes back to the +twelfth cenbury. My earliest
record of the famlly name is in the fourteenth century. Has
any reader information about Fordyces in the +twelfth or
thirteenth centuries? ' . -A.G.F,

I1T/5. HUME. Can anyone supply any information on the
parentage of Rev. Patrick Hume, HMinister of Kirkmichael,

Dunfries-shire? He married, on llth June 168%, Mary, dough-
"~ ter of John Mcnzies of Enoch and thelr only daughter Cather-
ine, married Hugh Douglas of Garallan, Ayrshire. J.M.D..




NOTICES

- The Scottish Gencalogist will be publishecd quarterly

All material for publication must be sent to the j..dl'l:c:-r, The
Scottish Cenealogist, 30 India Street, IEdinburgh, 3, Iin a
form ready for irmediate usc. LSS rust be fully rﬂfﬂrenced,
signed and previously unpublished.

Publication in The Scottish Genealogist does not inmply that
all views therein are accepted or adaitted by The Scottish
Genealogy Socilety. suthors, and not the Soclety are to be
held responsible for errors of fact.

411l corrmmications svbmitted should be accorpenied by a -
stamped addressed envelope (or other means of return.) Pub-

lished matter vill not bao returned: but will Dbecone - the
property of the Society and filed for reference in the ILib-

rary.

Costs of 11111stra't10ns will be borne by the author in all
cases. :

reproduction from The Scottish Genealnglst in part or in
whole, nay not be macde v thort perission. ;

Subscrlptu.on t6 The Scottish Genealogist is 11/- per  amrmm-
(Post free). Single copies are availcble from the Editor at
2/9 post free. o -

Membership of The Scottish Genealogy Snumw 1s by election

at an annual suuscrlp’m.c:-n of £1.10.0. (inclusive of The
Scottish Gemealogist). Inquirics may be made to the Honor-

ary Secretary. 24 Beveriﬂge Rozd, Kirkcaldy, and subscrip-
tions paid to the Honorary Treasurer, 74 Brunstane Road,
JOppa, Midlothian. '




THE SCOTTISH GREaLOGY SQCLLTY

Hon. President The Rt. Hon. The Larl of Dundece.
Hon. Vice Presidents The Rt. fon. Sir Thomas Innes of
' ’ Lecrney, K.C.V.0., Ioord Lyon King
of iLras.
The Rt. Hon. The Countess of Erroll,
Hereditory Lord High Consteblc of
Scotland.
The Rt. Hon. The Lord Lovat, -D.5. O.. sMeCa,y
The Rt. Hon. The Barl of Cravfc:r& and
- Balcarres, K.T.
Chairman of Council Ceptain Ioin Moncreiffe of Baster
Moncreiffe, Unicorin Pursuivant of’

ATiis.
Hon. Secretary .~ Duncan ticlfaughton, M.4.,
o 24 Beveridge Road, Kirkcaldy.
BHon. Treasurer J. H. C. Milligen, 74 Brunstane Road
Joppa, kidlothian.
Hon. kditor Jean Dunlop, B.A., Ph.D., 30 India

Street, Ldinburgh.

By the Constitution, the Society exists "to promnote research
1nto Scottish Fenily History" and “"to undertake the  collec-
vion, exchange and publication of information and material
relating to Scottish Gencalogsy by means of neetings, lect—
urcs cte.". By the exprecssed desire of the Original Men-
bers, the Smlcty was to remain an academic and consulitative
body- and vas not to engege itself professionally in record -
scarching.  Arrangenients vwill be niede by which the Soclety
can supply a list of those mnenbers who are  professionel
seercheérs but any commissions of this kind rust be carried
cut Independently of the Society.

The monthly meetings of +the Society are held in St.
iandrews Society Rooms, 24 Hill Street (Castle Street end),
Edinburgh at 7 p.n., on 15th of the month. (In the event
of the 15th fallin: on Saturday or Sunday, the niceting 1is
held on the following Monday ). ' -
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